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I probably sound like a broken record but will state – once again – that Palestinian 
unity is key to getting us out of the current stalemate and moving us ahead in our quest 
for an independent state. A viable one, of course, that can provide dignity and freedom 
for its citizens and earn them the respect of other nations.

Unity must be achieved before the elections that are planned to take place next July. 
If not, the current split between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip threatens to become 
more permanent, to the detriment of all.

Gaza’s woes stem from the tight blockade imposed on it by Israel, hardly allowing 
badly needed goods to enter the Strip and forbidding products from being exported to 
the outside world – near or far. 

The Gaza Strip used to have a bustling economy with a strong agricultural base. It 
had vast citrus groves and other agricultural produce that was exported to the West 
Bank, Israel, and neighbouring Arab countries. It also had a flower-growing industry 
that went directly to Europe. All this has virtually come to a halt now. Surplus produce 
is sold at rock-bottom prices, with much of it rotting due to lack of marketing outlets.

This month’s issue of This Week in Palestine looks at agriculture in Palestine from 
various angles. Agriculture is the cornerstone of the Palestinian economy, although it 
is not fully developed and modernised. Much of it is still in the hands of single farmers, 
rather than large cooperatives and firms, thus precluding the availability of resources 
– human and material – to undertake large-scale production. Besides the help from 
the government, there are several NGOs that are active in the field of agriculture to 
aid farmers overcome the obstacles and hardships resulting from Israeli measures 
that forbid farmers from tilling their lands or whose lands were destroyed by either the 
Israeli army or the settlers.

On the other hand, Palestinian agriculture is currently en vogue, subscribing to the 
international trend of organic and small-scale production that goes directly from the 
farmer to the consumer, bypassing the large processing and sorting plants, prolonged 
refrigeration, waxing, etc. In fact, this produce that is locally known as baladi is very 
much in demand these days. Top restaurants make it a point to stress that the produce 
they use is baladi, which is more flavourful and reminds people of what a fruit or 
vegetable used to taste like in the good old days.

I suggest you visit the fresh produce markets of the West Bank to see the seasonal 
fruits and vegetables that often still carry the dew on them. Enjoy.
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Farmers in Palestine Grow Amazing Products 
under Adverse Conditions

An Interview with Dr. Ismael Du’eik, Minister of Agriculture

The loss of  large st retches of 
Palestinian agricultural land in 1967, 
due to Israeli land confiscation and 
limitations on water supply and product 
markets, has, according to Palestinian 
Minister of Agriculture Ismail Du’eik, led 
to a substantial decline in Palestinian 
agricultural production.

 “Our agricultural sector has not grown 
since 1967… In fact, it has diminished.” 
Du’eik explains that the number of 
farmers and families living off farming has 
also decreased substantially.

Palestine produces some of the finest 
olive oil in the world, not to mention 
dates, nuts, tomatoes – even wine. 
Du’eik contends that living in such 
a small territory, blessed with fertile 
soil, Palestinians ought to at least be 
producing enough for their own needs. 
But this is not so. The Palestinian market 
is instead reliant on and flooded with fruits 
and vegetables coming from Israel and 
the Jewish settlements. “There should 
be awareness campaigns regarding 
Palestinian and Israeli products,” says 
Du’eik. Israeli products discourage 
Palestinian farmers, are more costly, 
and contain high levels of hormones and 
chemicals; whereas Palestinian products 
are fresh, healthy, cost less, and are 
Palestinian-grown. “Palestinians buy 
Israeli products because of a misguided 
aesthetic appeal: although they are 
unnatural and harmful, they look uniform 
and more attractive.”

In addition, thousands of Palestinians 
are working in agriculture in Israel and the 

settlements, which has meant a massive 
loss of Palestinians working in Palestinian 
agriculture. 

Marketing of farm products and their 
distribution to local and external markets 
has been one of the major obstacles 
facing Palestinian farmers. Selling 
Palestinian agricultural products within 
Israel requires Israeli-issued permits. 
Transporting products from north to south 
in the West Bank has become difficult 
as well with Israel’s enforced closure 
on East Jerusalem and the main road 
connecting the northern and southern 
parts of the West Bank. Movement of 
agricultural products between the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip is also subject 
to Israeli control. “We send foods into 
Gaza, but Gaza cannot export anything,” 
Du’eik says.

“Lack of farming has turned our fertile 
hills back into rocky desserts,” he says. 

 The northern West Bank – Ramallah, 
Jenin, Tulkarem, and part of Nablus 
– is quite varied in the types of crops 
produced. It has good fertile soil, a 
suitable climate, fair amounts of irrigation 
water, and relatively high annual rainfall. 
All these factors contribute to prosperous 
rain-fed farming and irrigated agriculture 
in the north. There are 1,262,637 dunums 
of agricultural land, of which 56,088 
dunums constitute irrigated farmland. 
Thus the northern region contributes 55.2 
percent of the total irrigated agriculture in 
the West Bank. 

The Jordan Valley, including Jericho 
and part of Nablus, has very hot weather 

and virtually no rain. As a result, there 
is no rain-fed agriculture in the Jordan 
Valley, and all the farming is based on 
irrigated cultivation. Thus, all the 43,700 
dunums of agricultural land is irrigated, 
making the Jordan Valley’s contribution to 
the total irrigated agriculture in the West 
Bank 43 percent. 

And yet, Palestinian farmers are having 
a hard time making a living. Du’eik points 
out that Palestinian farmers are the 
poorest in Palestinian society, and on 
the social scale, they are nearly on the 
bottom. “A total of 33,000 families live off 
farming,” explains Du’eik, “and 30,000 of 
them are below the poverty level.”

“People often take pride in the fact that 
their ancestors were farmers, but there is 
no pride in being a farmer today,” he says.

The Ministry of Agriculture is currently 
pursuing four major projects: providing 
insurance for farmers which would cover 
natural and political damage, improving 
marketing, employing tax rebates, and 
implementing a project aimed towards 
making Palestine more “green.” Du’eik 
explains: “The aim is to plant 10 million 
trees every year throughout the West 
Bank for a greener Palestine.”

Olive trees, grapevines, almonds, 
figs, and citrus are the major types of 
fruit trees planted in Palestine. They 
occupy 90 percent of the total fruit 
tree area and produce 79 percent 
of total fruit production. Olive trees 
are the most prominent fruit trees in 
Palestine, covering about 72 percent of 
areas devoted to fruit trees and making 
up about 30 percent of the total fruit 
production. Palestine has the world’s 
most ancient olive groves, which are still 
producing quality olives.

The foods that Palestinians now export 

include whole green and black olives, 
sun-dried tomatoes and capers in oil, 
velvety tahini, large almonds that are 
much sought after by Italian chocolatiers, 
aromatic honey, and several varieties of 
luscious dates, such as hayani, barhee 
and medjool. There is also a relatively 
new market for za’atar, Palestine’s 
breakfast specialty.

According to a study conducted by 
the Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture, 
almost 11 million olive trees were planted 
in 2007, covering approximately 914 
sq km in total. This constitutes around 
45 percent of the total Palestinian land 
under cultivation and about 80 percent 
of the fruit farms.

Olives provide the main source of 
income for 10,000 Palestinian families, 
who produce about 153,000 tons. 
Approximately 36,000 tons of oil are 
produced, 30 percent of which is 
consumed locally.

According to the Palestinian Ministry 
of Agriculture “a productive olive tree 
is uprooted [by the Israeli military and 
settlers] every minute in the occupied 
Palestinian territories.” To date, a total 
of one million trees have been uprooted.

According to many official reports, more 
than half a million trees, 80 percent of 
which are olive trees, have been uprooted 
by the Israeli authorities since the 
eruption of the first Intifada in late 1987. 

Despite cruel Israeli measures and 
difficult economic conditions, Palestinian 
agricultural products are not “solidarity” 
products to buy out of compassion or to 
show support for the Palestinian cause: 
the sheer quality speaks for itself.

Interview and article by Jihan Abdalla. 
Jihan is a freelance journalist and 
television producer.
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PARC Rejuvenated
By Khalil Shiha’

Photo courtesy of Amid Masri.

The Agr icu l tu ra l  Deve lopment 
Association (PARC) is still on its journey 
down the endless road of providing its 
services to the people of Palestine, a 
journey that started nearly 27 years ago. 
Evolving from a voluntary movement 
in 1983 into what is now popularly 
known as one of the leading Palestinian 
NGOs working in the field of rural 
development, PARC has achieved 
great successes in many areas such 
as lobbying and advocacy, economic 
empowerment, institutional capacity 
building, and localisation of modern 
agricultural techniques while taking into 
special consideration women and youth. 

Integrated rural development with all 
its requirements and implications was 
and still is the long-term strategic goal 
for PARC. To achieve this goal, PARC 
gives special attention to enhancing 
the economic role of the agriculture 
sector as the best and most effective 
approach to achieving food security 
through expanding the cultivated areas, 
upgrading Palestinian products, opening 
new markets, organising farmers, and 
strengthening the capacities of their 
cooperatives to ensure sustainability 
and to support the Palestinian national 
struggle for independence.

Through its various interventions, 
PARC has left its mark and has positively 
influenced the lives of people all over 
Palestine as it seeks to provide support 
to all districts of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, thus targeting the largest 
number of marginalised groups in need 
of assistance and tackling issues related 
to their livelihood. PARC has addressed 
the needs of these people through 
interventions that aim to protect and 
develop agricultural production assets, 
increase the productivity and sustainability 
of small-holdings agriculture, as well 
as build and strengthen safety nets 
for farmers and their families through 
employment programmes and the 

provision of emergency aid. It is important 
to mention that PARC is one of the first 
organisations to respond to emergency 
situations, such as those that emerge 
from climate changes or from the Israeli 
occupation in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip.

Services and support are provided by 
the PARC family, which consists of a 
management and staff team of 160 highly 
qualified individuals and 6,000 volunteers, 
supported by a general assembly of 75 
members and a 13-member board 
of directors. PARC stands firm in its 
commitment to quality: We do what we 
say and ensure the quality of our work.

PARC has, over the years, established 
partnerships and developed alliances 
with many local and international 
NGOs,  governmenta l  and semi-
governmental institutions, universities 
and academic institutions as well as 
the private sector; through which it has 
succeeded in delivering support and 
high-quality services to the Palestinian 
people, particularly the marginalised 
communities. From its early stages 
of development until today, PARC 
has operated as an incubator from 
which many other organisations have 
flourished. These organisations are now 
serving the Palestinian people, each 
targeting a specific sector or group. 

Moreover, PARC is an active member 
of many existing networks, such as the 
Palestinian NGO Network (PNGO), the 
Arab NGO Network for Development 
(ANND), and the Microfinance Network 
of Arab Countries (SANABEL), among 
others. It has extended its efforts to reach 
not only the communities of Palestine, but 
those in neighbouring countries as well. 

With all the efforts that have been 
exerted, PARC keeps only one thing 
in mind: the security of the Palestinian 
people. PARC will continue to stand by 
its belief that only through the cooperative 
efforts of all entities working for this cause 
will we achieve change and establish a 
stable Palestinian state.
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PARC has gone through many development stages.
• Stage 1: Voluntarism from 1983–1987
• Stage 2: Growth from 1988–1992
• Stage 3: Institutionalisation from 1993–1999
• Stage 4: Networking from 2000–2006
• Stage 5: National and international alliances from 2006 

PARC is proud of its achievements during the past 27 years.
• In the area of  natural resources protection and development: 

• 4,300 hectares have been reclaimed.
• 1,319,405 square metres of terraces have been constructed.
• 1,400 hectares have been protected by fencing.
• 3,227 kilometres of agricultural roads have been opened and 

rehabilitated.
• 2,031,127 seedlings have been planted. 
• 6,366 cisterns have been constructed.
• 145 kilometres of irrigation network have been erected.

• At the institutional level:
• 150 clubs have been established for more than 15,000 women.
• 34 groups and centres have been established for more than 1,000 

youth.
• 12 farmers’ societies have been established at the district level for 

more than 6,000 farmers. 
• 12 savings and credit cooperatives have been established for 7,698 

women. 
• Several institutions have been initiated, including PHG, ACAD, Alreef 

for marketing, Reef for Microfinance.
• At the economic level:

• More than 1,500 home gardens have been developed.
• More than 600 women have participated in an informal education 

programme.
• More than 1,000 new agronomy graduates have participated in 24 

applied training courses, each of which lasted nine months.
• More than 841 hectares have been prepared for organic farming.
• 9,250 small income-generating projects have been implemented 

mainly for women.
• Localisation of new technologies:

• Successful model for rainwater harvesting through metallic reservoirs
• Low-cost wastewater treatment and reuse (individual and collective 

plants)
• Fish farming
• Solar energy and lighting of remote areas
• Brackish water desalinisation

Finally PARC is serving the community through distinguished extension services, 
which include consultation and mentoring.

Mr. Khalil Shiha’ is the director general of PARC and holds a master’s degree in rural 
development.
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Th’ inhabitants of old Jerusalem 
Were Jebusites: the Town so call’d from them; 
And theirs’ the Native right-- 
But when the chosen people grew more strong, 
The rightfull cause at length became the wrong: 
And every loss the men of Jebus bore, 
They still were thought God’s enemies the more. 

Absalom and Achitophel
by John Dryden

The Palestinian Agricultural Cycle
 Fire from Heaven and Rites of Spring

By Dr. Ali Qleibo

St. Stephen’s Gate exudes the allure 
of the miraculous. History and religion 
weave a mysterious quality into the fabric 
of the Judaeo-Christian-Muslim narrative 
pertaining to the healing power of the 
waters of the adjacent Bethesda pools. 
The gate is close to the cave wherein 
the Virgin Mary was born. Through this 
gate Jesus entered Jerusalem to begin 
his Passion Week. This is the traditional 
route that the procession of Nebi Musa 
follows out of Jerusalem towards Jericho; 
and this is the same gate from which the 
Muslim dead are carried to be buried in the 
cemetery Ma’baret el Rahmeh outside the 
eastern wall of the city. 

T h e s e  i m a g e s  fl a s h  i n t o  m y 
consciousness as I stand in the shade of 
the only eastern Ottoman entrance into 
Al-Quds el-Sherif. Standing under the 
portico of St. Stephen’s Gate, I am barely 
one hundred metres away from Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. Straight ahead the road leads to 
the Antonia Fortress, the scene of Jesus’ 
trial by Pontius Pilate. To the left stands 
Hammam Sitna Mariam, the Turkish bath 
of the Virgin Mary. It adjoins the cave 
dwelling of Sts. Anne and Joachim, which 
belongs to the Greek Orthodox Church. 
The White Fathers at St. Anne’s Church 
also claim to house the grotto where the 
Virgin Mary was born. 

I suspend judgment, for here we are 
treading on sacred ground.

I like to visualise the meeting between 

Anne and Joachim taking place under the 
portico of St. Stephen’s Gate, though it is 
reported to have taken place at the Golden 
Gate. Moreover St. Stephen’s Gate in 
Byzantine times was the appellation of the 
current Damascus Gate. Against reason, 
I opt to believe that on this holy ground – 
midway between the Rock of Ascension 
in the Noble Sanctuary and the curative 
waters of the Bethesda pools and at a 
direct diagonal line from the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre – St. Anne met with 
St. Joachim and confided to him the good 
tidings: she was pregnant with Mary.

Earlier she had seen birds feed their 
babies. The sight kindled her feelings of 
motherhood and she yearned for a son 
of her own. Her wish was granted. She 
became pregnant and thus began a new 
narrative of which the gospels speak and 
a turning point in Palestinian history. The 
birth of Mary sets off the chain of events 
leading to the trajectory from which Jesus 
would not deviate; he was born to suffer 
and die on the cross in order to be reborn. 
The Canaanite Baalic mythological rites 
of death and rebirth were to be replaced 
by the historical death and resurrection 
of the Son of God and the birth of a new 
discourse.

New beginnings are fraught with the 
mystery of the unknown. Standing at 
the threshold – they are neither here 
nor there – marking the transition from 
the old and familiar to the new and 

unfathomable. A beginning is a 
fully born metaphor, a totalising 
system and a complete paradigm. 
Beginnings, as such, present an 
intellectual challenge through which 
new discourses are initiated. The 
intellectual effort to connect between 
past and present events, to explicate 
the metaphors in terms of preceding 
discourses, and to codify meaning in 
a lineal albeit historical perspective 
is a logical fallacy. The challenge of 
understanding the new revelation 
on its own terms and as a discrete, 
separate divine intervention in the 
course of human history baffles the 
apologists and theologians who seek 
to understand the new revelation in 
terms of the old discursive narratives. 
As such new beginnings dissolve into 
hackneyed similes. The triumphant 
Jesus becomes the embodiment of 
previous prophesies foreshadowing 
his arrival.

The Canaanite imagination – 
inspired by the Palestinian geography 
and the seasonal cycle, and marked 
by the equinoctial shifting of the axis 
of the earth – has, since the dawn of 
history, perceived our mountainous 
landscape as the gods’ natural habitat. 
The position of Palestine on the 
Earth’s meridian allows for a dramatic 
spring equinoctial change that 
lengthens the sunlight considerably 
and that shortens the days following 
the autumn solstice. Whereas by 
November the sun would set by 4 
p.m., in August daylight stretches until 
8 p.m. This striking seasonal change 
in daylight is accompanied by a rough 
division of the year into scorching 
hot and extremely cold weather, into 
very dry and extremely wet periods. 
Each month was allotted its special 
offerings and rituals to celebrate the 
new fruit, wine, vegetable, or cereal 
of the season. To their gods they 
entrusted the power of fertility and 
their own survival. High places were 
privileged dwelling places for their 
deities; chief among them was Ēl 

‘Elyōn, which, in English, may be rendered as 
“God Most High.” 

The contemporary Palestinian mountaintops 
are dotted with sanctuaries, domed rooms 
amidst oak groves or huge carob trees. These 
remote holy shrines, albeit under Muslim mystic 
Sufi veneer, attest to the pervasive intimations 
of the transcendent “Other” sensed throughout 
Palestinian history as residing in high places. 
Innumerable bimot (Canaanite high religious 
places) have been absorbed within the classical 
Judaeo-Christian-Muslim tradition and have 
become part of the Palestinian national cult 
of St. George known alternately as Mar Jiries 
in the Greek Orthodox tradition or el-Khader 

St. Stephen’s Gate, Jerusalem. Photo by Palestine Image Bank.
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in the Muslim narrative. In Greek icons 
Mar Jiries may be depicted alone or 
in conjunction with the rain bringer St. 
Elijah, Mar Elias. Alternately Sufi Islam 
empowered these high places to become 
the popular sanctuaries that dot the 
landscape astride mountaintops, under 
the generic name of El-Sheik Saleh, the 
good sheikh. They may also survive under 
the garb of biblical iconography, such as 
the sanctuary of Noah in Dura, Lot in 
Beni Naim, Matthew in Bet Ummar, Esau 
in Al-Seir, Jonah in Halhul, and Samuel 
south west of Jerusalem. The primordial 
Canaanite precepts of  Palestine as 
the holy land has played a major role in 
shaping human relationship to god and 
that of god to his creatures in festivities 
and fertility rites that celebrate the turn of 
the season and punctuate the Palestinian 
agricultural cycle.

The oldest common feature of the 
religions of the ancient Near East was 
the worship of a great mother-goddess 
perceived as the embodiment of fertility. 
Associated with her, usually as a spouse/
brother/son, was a young god who died 
and came to life again, in imitation of 
the agricultural seasonal cycle. The 
motif of the young male god’s downfall 
is a recurrent theme and the subject of 
innumerable books and articles among 
which Richard Campbell’s classic stands 
out, The Hero with a Thousand Masks. In 
these myths the god of fertility was either 
slain by another god, by wild animals, or 
by reapers, or burned to death or drowned, 
etcetera. His absence produced infertility 
– of the earth, of man, and of beast. His 
consort mourned and searched for him. 
His return brought renewed fertility and 
rejoicing.

In Mesopotamia the divine couple appear 
as Ishtar and Tammuz, in Egypt as Isis and 
Osiris. In Greater Syria (Jordan, Lebanon, 
Palestine, and Syria) the dying and rising 
god is Baal-Hadad, who is slain by Mot 
(Death) and mourned and avenged by his 
sister/consort, the violent virgin Anath. In 
the Canaanite Ugaritic myths the character 
of the female gods is more complex. The 
great mother-goddess Asherah, the wife 

of the aging chief god El, is the consort of 
Baal, in conjunction with Ashtarte.

 Sacred space and sacred time overlap 
throughout history in Jerusalem and 
proliferate under the veneer of the Judaeo-
Christian-Muslim tradition, each ascribing 
its own narrative and distinct iconography 
to the city’s rocky high places. These 
sacred grounds were associated with the 
harvest and winnowing of Palestine’s daily 
staple, namely wheat, as the Canaanite/
Hebrew word goren indicates. Significantly 

Isra’ wal Mi’raj, when Prophet Mohammad 
“ascended” to the heavens; hence its 
paramount theological significance in 
Islam. The second Canaanite holy site, 
goren, associated with Asherah was 
probably located near the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, where a Roman temple 
was built by Hadrian for the goddess 
Aphrodite, consecrating the impressive 
Golgotha and the traditional site of the 
crucifixion of Jesus.

In the ancient Semitic religious tradition 

on promontories in high places, nor the 
adjacent caves but trees and water wells 
served either as dwelling or resting areas 
for the Semitic gods, elohim. 

Fire from heaven – meteorites that 
upon landing turned from balls of fire 
into stone – would be considered tokens 
from the heavens and manifestations of 
the divine itself, hence the paramount 
symbolic importance of the Black Stone in 
pagan and Muslim Mecca.  The reverse, 
fire bursting forth from stone, is equally 

the word goren has more than one 
meaning. It also refers to a circular place 
of worship. Some scholars believe that the 
goren, the threshing floor on top of Mount 
Moriah was, in fact, a Jebusite shrine, a 
high place, dedicated to the worship of 
the gods of fertility and peace. Agricultural 
threshing floors are normally located 
close to the fields; however the goren of 
Araunah, the Jebusite from whom David 
bought the threshing floor, was nowhere 
near the fields. In fact, biblical tradition 
indicates that Araunah may have been a 
Canaanite high priest and the last Jebusite 
King of Ur Salem.

Canaanite Jerusalem had two major holy 
sites, i.e., two goren; both were above 
and outside the city walls. Shalem, the 
Jebusite god of peace was worshipped on 
Mt. Moriah, which later Jewish and Moslem 
narratives respectively acquired first as the 
holiest site for the Jews and then as the site 
where God and Prophet Mohammad met 
during the miraculous Night Journey, El 

shrines were built on an elevated site, the 
high places for Canaanites. The shrines 
were devoted to fertility deities, to the god 
Baal who was the god of fertility and/or to 
the Semitic goddesses known as Asherat, 
who is at once consort, wife, mother, and 
ally of the young god who rides the clouds 
and brings thunder, lighting, and rain. 
These shrines often included an altar and 
a sacred object such as a stone pillar or 
wooden pole. One of the oldest known 
high places, dating from c. 2500 BC, is at 
Megiddo. These high places consigned 
to the service of gods came to be known 
through the Old Testament as bamot.

The principal holy elements in the 
bamot were an altar for sacrifices, 
commemorative stone pillars (matsevot) 
symbolising male deities, and a wooden 
pole or tree (asherah) for female deities. 
Both supplicants and priests prayed at 
the high places. Buildings or caves were 
sometimes attached to them to form 
the consecrated ground. Not only rocks 

miraculous, the rebirth of God. It is a 
long-observed sacred tradition that on 
Holy Saturday, following Good Friday, fire 
from the stone tomb of Jesus bursts forth. 
The fire from this sacred annual miracle 
is used to light all the candles in Orthodox 
churches. The fire itself is perceived as 
the resurrection of Jesus and is central to 
Easter celebrations. The metamorphosis 
of fire into stone and stone into fire is a 
rich thematic in Palestine. In Nebi Musa, 
stones on which Qur’anic verses are 
written are sold as holy relics; one of their 
miraculous qualities is the fact that they 
can burn completely upon exposure to fire. 

In Jebusite Jerusalem, water, specially 
in Bethesda pools, was endowed with 
healing powers; a presentiment that 
lingered into the biblical era where the 
paralysed, the blind, the sick, and the 
disabled would wait for the ripple on the 
surface of the water to immediately plunge 
in the pools for the ritual cure. The stir in 
the water signalled the passage of the Holy 

El liqiyya roughly hews ancient Semitic statues of Dashirah, 
Nabatean goddess of fertility, in Dure. Petra altar.Sacred Fossil Tree, el Saeer.
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Spirit. It should not be forgotten that within 
a stone’s throw of the pools and caves 
of Bethesda, a thousand years before 
Christ, the angel stood on top of Araunah’s 
threshing floor and protected Ur Salem 
from being decimated by the plague.

Nowadays the Bethesda pools stand 
on the grounds of St. Anne’s Church, a 
mere archaeological site. The pools are 
empty. The water that once cured the 
sick no longer fills the roughly hewn rock 
basins. Jesus saw the paralytic by the 
pool and, having learned he had spent 
over thirty years waiting for his turn to 
take the plunge, told him to stand up and 
walk. The man simply walked through the 
miracle of faith. 

The healing power of water persists in 
Palestinian thought in association with the 
Virgin Mary. The Virgin plays a crucial role 
for Muslim and Christian supplicants alike, 
de facto validating the presentiment of 
the holy through formal classical religious 
faith and rituals. Her apparitions at the 
various water wells in Beit Sahour, Beit 
Jala, even Nazareth, have gained these 
sites the status of sanctuaries. In Beit 
Sahour, despite the iconostasis in the 
Greek Orthodox church built to house the 
water well associated with her apparitions, 
Muslims visit to pray, to drink from the 
water, to make their vows, and to receive 
a blessing.

Though the Muslim lunar calendar has 
liberated Muslim holidays, in general, 
and the Night Journey, in particular, from 
the cyclical fertility rites, the Jebusite 
agricultural rites survive into modernity 
under the veneer of Judeo-Christian 
narratives as Easter and Passover. The 
evolution of Judaism in the context of 
Canaanite religion and the indebtedness 
of Christianity to Judaism is a major 
theological polemic. That God had 
intervened in the course of human history 
marks the beginning of the Jewish, 
Christian, and Muslim discourses, each 
with its own distinct hermeneutic, a 
paradigm to be apprehended in its totality; 
a sealed metaphor.

Standing under the portico of St. 
Stephen’s Gate I am overwhelmed with 

the awareness of the holy. I feel the 
gentle breeze blowing over the surface of 
Bethesda’s pools; I sense the fragrant oils 
that Melki Zedek used in anointing the Holy 
Rock, Sakhret el-Mi’raj, a relic marking 
the meeting of Prophet Mohammad and 
God. In the glimmering golden Dome of 
the Rock I glimpse the beaming face of St. 
Anne radiant with joy confiding the good 
tidings to Joachim.

Ever since creation God has kept 
the covenant with Adam. From time 
immemorial God has revealed himself to 
each people using their own language and 
their own metaphors. In each revelation a 
different aspect of God’s divine nature is 
disclosed. Like a light beam refracting into 
the primary colours as it passes through 
the prism, our knowledge of God is 
necessarily incomplete; a partial refraction 
delineated by the fact that we are born to a 
particular father and mother, of a particular 
religion in a particular culture, and at a 
particular point of time. 

Walking in Jerusalem we are besieged by 
signs intimating the “Other”; our categories 
of thought are challenged, dissolved and 
transcend logic to bring us in touch with the 
sublime. Various civilisations, cultures, and 
peoples have known God in Jerusalem. 
They have come and they have gone. The 
truth remains. Stepping into St. Stephen’s 
Gate plunges one into the Holy.

This article was inspired by a tour of the 
Via Dolorosa organised by the Jerusalem 
Research Center and conducted by the 
author at Easter.

Dr. Ali Qleibo is an anthropologist, author, 
and artist. A specialist in the social history 
of Jerusalem and Palestinian peasant 
culture, he is the author of Before the 
Mountains Disappear, Jerusalem in 
the Heart, and the recently published 
Surviving the Wall, an ethnographic 
chronicle of contemporary Palestinians 
and their roots in ancient Semitic 
civilizations. His filmic documentary 
about French cultural identity, Le Regard 
de L’Autre was shown at the Jerusalem 
International Film Festival. Dr. Qleibo 
lectures at Al-Quds University. He can be 
reached at aqleibo@yahoo.com.
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A Step towards State-Building
A New Shared Vision for the Agricultural Sector in Palestine

After almost one year of in-depth 
consultations at the regional, institutional, 
and technical levels, the agricultural 
community, led by the Palestinian Ministry 
of Agriculture and supported by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), has developed a 
Shared Vision Strategy for the agricultural 
sector, which envisages a “sustainable 
agriculture that is both feasible and 
capable of achieving food security, 
competitive in local and foreign markets 
through optimal use of resources as part 
of comprehensive development, and able 
to promote Palestinian sovereignty over 
the land as a step towards building a 
Palestinian state.”

The strategy was launched under 
the patronage of Prime Minister Salam 
Fayyed on 31 March 2010, at the Best 
Eastern Hotel in Ramallah. The workshop 
was opened by the Minister of Agriculture, 
Dr. Ismail Du’eik, and included speeches 
from Dr. Ali Jarbawi, Minister of Planning 
and Administrative Development, Mr. 
Erminio Sacco from FAO, Mr. Abdullah 
Lahlouh, Director General of Policy 
and Planning, and representatives 
from a range of non-governmental 
organisations, private-sector actors, 
and community-based organisations. 
The strategy was presented to over 230 
national and international participants 
involved in the agriculture sector across 

the West Bank. Sector representatives 
discussed their commitment to plans 
already under way to implement the 
strategy and work towards a more 
advanced agriculture sector for the 
Palestinian people. 

In  h is  speech,  Pr ime Min is ter 
Fayyad emphasized the importance of 
sustainable development and continuing 
development projects, particularly in 
vulnerable areas such as Area C in the 
West Bank, the Jordan Valley, and those 
areas behind the Separation Wall and 
around Israeli settlements. 

“FAO is delighted to have been 
working closely with the Ministry of 
Agriculture over the past year building up 
to this launch, and is looking forward to 
supporting the Ministry’s implementation 
efforts during the coming year,” said 
Erminio Sacco, FAO Acting Emergency 
and Rehabilitation Coordinator. FAO has 

provided support through an intensive 
consultative process with all agriculture 
stakeholders from across the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip to develop a cohesive 
shared vision and strategy that address 
the critical issues facing the agricultural 
sector. The innovative strategy will feed 
into the new Palestinian Development 
Plan for 2011–2013.

The process of devising the strategy 
included two phases: an inception phase 
and a consultative phase. The inception 
phase began in April 2009, when 
intensive desk reviews and preparatory 
meetings were conducted with key 
stakeholders. A report was prepared and 
used in the consultative phase, which 
started in May 2009, and consisted of 
a series of workshops in which partners 
in the agriculture sector developed 
statements to guide the work of the sector 
and to outline the vital importance of 

Photo by Ala Badarneh.
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the agricultural sector in the economic, 
social, and political aspects of state-
building. The process, governed by 
a national Sector Strategy Team and 
chaired by the Minister of Agriculture, 
has engaged all actors, including PA 
ministries, UN agencies, national and 
international NGOs, the private sector, 
local community representatives, and 
donors. 

Responsibility for developing the 
agricultural sector must be shared, 
integrated, and coordinated within a 
clear division of roles and responsibilities 
amongst public, civil, and private-sector 
institutions and should be guided 
by principles of transparency and 
accountability. The strategy emphasizes 
that Palestinians should have control 
over their resources while using them 
wisely to both limit and respond to the 
effects of desertification and climate 
change. Realisation of this requires the 
commitment of local authorities and 
stakeholders.

The Shared Vision Strategy aims to 
achieve seven main goals, explained Dr. 
Azzam Saleh, FAO Senior Adviser: 1) to 
create among farmers a sense of pride 
and attachment to their land and help 
them maintain their jobs as an integral 
part of traditional Palestine; 2) to ensure 
the good management and sustainability 
of agricultural resources throughout 
the Palestinian territory, ensuring that 
the environment is conserved and 
protected against deterioration for future 
generations of Palestinian farmers; 
3) to promote, within the agriculture 
sector, a proper institutional and legal 

framework as well as well-trained and 
qualified manpower that will work towards 
ending the occupation and shift focus 
towards more development goals such as 
institution- and state-building, in line with 
the PA’s vision of creating an independent 
Palestinian state in the near future; 4) 
to improve the productivity of plant and 
livestock agriculture so as to improve 
both the availability and affordability 
of food in Palestine; 5) to ensure that 
appropriate agricultural infrastructure and 
services be provided; 6) to improve the 
ability of Palestinian agricultural products 
to compete in local and external markets; 
and 7) to enhance the agricultural 
sector’s operational capacity to achieve 
the requirements of state-building. 

FAO is teaming up with UNIFEM to 
seek ways to strengthen the role of 
women in agriculture. Women make 
up a large percentage of the workforce 
in agriculture, yet they are generally 
not considered breadwinners because 
their work goes largely unpaid. FAO 
and UNIFEM hope to work side by side 
with national partners to emphasize 
and support the importance of women’s 
contribution to agriculture.

Follow up to the strategy is planned to 
begin in May of this year. FAO will work with 
the Ministry of Agriculture on additional 
consultations to establish a Food Security 
and Agriculture Development Forum. 
Overall, the strategy will improve the 
lives of farmers, herders, and fishermen 
across Palestine.

This article has been provided courtesy 
of FAO.

Shared Vision launch Panel.



FAO Ad



22 23

Fair Trade and the Palestinian Context
By Shadi Mahmoud 

Although Palestine is the most active 
country in fair trade in the whole Arab 
region and Middle East, as demonstrated 
through its prominent role in the First 
Arab Fair Trade Forum held by the 
Palestinian Fair Trade Network (PFTN)* 
in Amman in December 2009, the term 
“fair trade” is still unfamiliar to many 
Palestinians. According to the World 
Fair Trade Organization (the WFTO), 
fair trade is “a trading partnership, based 
on dialogue, transparency and respect, 
that seeks greater equity in international 
trade. It also contributes to sustainable 
development by offering better trading 
conditions to, and securing the rights of, 
marginalized producers and workers – 
especially in the South.”

Given that we Palestinians have been 
suffering from brutal occupation for 
almost 62 years, the concept of fair 
trade comes naturally to Palestinians, by 
instinct; it was neither a foreign concept 
learned abroad nor was it imported or 
imposed from the outside. The fair trade 
movement in Palestine started as a 
spontaneous relief intervention during 
the first Intifada (1987–1993), at a time 
when Israeli-imposed curfews, mass 
arrests, and widespread unemployment 
caused extreme economic hardship 
for many Palestinians. During that 
period, the Palestinian Agricultural 
Relief Committees (PARC) started 
to support and spread the concept 
of household economies and rural 
productive cooperatives. PARC began 
a “Home Garden” programme that 
distributed seedlings, seeds, and sheep 
to thousands of poor and marginalised 
rural families who were living under the 
Israeli-imposed siege and curfew. Then 
it started to assist those co-operatives in 
selling their produce in Palestinian cities.

During that time, fair trade in Palestine 
was rel ief work. Today, however, 
fair trade has grown tremendously 
to become an important means for 

achieving sustainable development. It 
has become a culture that helps the 
poor avoid humanitarian aid and earn a 
living in dignity.

I n  1993 ,  PARC es tab l i shed  a 
separate fair trade department in order 
to better organise the Palestinian fair 
trade movement and to expand the 
movement’s reach into international fair 
trade markets for the benefit of thousands 
of disadvantaged small-scale farmers 
and women in rural areas of Palestine. A 
Scottish delegation from Equal Exchange 
came to Palestine on a solidarity visit in 

1993, and later that same year, PARC’s 
Fair Trade Department exported the first 
fair trade shipment of olive oil and almonds 
from Palestine abroad, to Scotland.

Following that step, PARC worked with 
the Palestinian Farmers Union (PFU) 
to organise farmers in many areas into 
cooperatives for the production of various 
agricultural products. Members of those 
cooperatives were provided with the 
technical and logistical support needed to 
produce high quality agricultural products 
which meet international standards. 

Since then, PARC has been working 
relentlessly to establish partnerships with 
international fair trade organisations while 
continuing to organise more small-scale 
farmers into cooperatives. Consequently, 

the international fair trade market for 
Palestinian products has expanded, as 
has the number of farmers who have 
been supported. This growth in the fair 
trade market for Palestinian products 
in Europe, the United States, Canada, 
Japan, New Zealand, and the Gulf region 
presents new hope for marginalised 
Palestinian farmers and women with 
otherwise limited horizons. 

Photo courtesy of Amid Masri.
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Almost 8,000 Palestinians in various 
areas benefit directly from fair trade, 
which means that they get a price for their 
produce that is 20–25 percent higher than 
the normal local market price. In such 
cases, farmers’ children get better access 
to education and health care, and farmers 
themselves are able to hold on to their 
faith in the feasibility and sustainability 
of earning their livelihoods by working 
their land. This is particularly important 
in Palestine, where many farmers fight 
on a daily basis to defy Israeli threats 
of confiscation by keeping their land 
cultivated. 

Not only does fair trade in Palestine 
offer poor farmers the chance to improve 
their socioeconomic situation, but it also 
raises international awareness about 
the political situation in Palestine, in 
general, and about the specific suffering 
of Palestinian farmers due to Israeli 
restrictions. Settlers planting Medjoul 
dates in the Jordan Valley, for example, 
is one of the issues that have been raised 
recently in Europe, which is a huge 
market for Israeli settlement dates. Israeli 
settlements are illegal under international 
law and they are built on land confiscated 
from Palestinians, leaving many families 
dispossessed of their land and everything 
they have. “Fairly” enough, settlement 
dates are also irrigated by water stolen 
from the Palestinians and diverted to the 
settlements. 

Some years ago, Palestinian date 
farmers used to sell their produce in the 
local Palestinian market, but they were 
barely able to cover their production costs. 
Their competitors, Israeli settlement 
farmers, who are heavily subsidised 
by the Israeli government, dump their 
dates in Palestinian markets, effectively 
flooding them and leaving Palestinian 
date farmers in desperate conditions. 

Fortunately, after PARC introduced 
Medjoul dates to fair trade partners in 
Italy, the United Kingdom, Belgium, 
Germany, Holland, and New Zealand, 
Palestinian date farmers have started 
to breathe again. They started to sell 
their produce for a price that is around 

25 percent above the price in the local 
Palestinian market, which enables them 
to increase their production and to live 
in dignity. Their voices are also ringing 
strong with European audiences, where 
some movements have started to call for 
the boycott of Israeli settlement dates. 
It is worth mentioning that the annual 
income for Israel from settlement dates, 
which was Israel’s leading fruit export in 
2005, is approximately 80 million Euros. 
However, Palestinian date farmers are 
now capable of competing in international 
markets since they produce very high 
quality dates and have obtained organic 
production certificates. Furthermore, 
PARC has recently inaugurated the first 
state-of-the-art filling and packaging 
factory for dates in Jericho, which is 
another step forward in the agricultural 
battle between poor Palestinian farmers 
and governmentally subsidised Israeli 
settlement farmers.

This story about date farmers applies 
to other small-scale producers across 
Palestine as well. In the Jenin area, 
PARC distributed hundreds of thousands 
of almond seedlings to farmers during 
the last decade to be planted in lands 
which Israel threatened to confiscate. 
Almond production is now increasing 
annually and has become a major fair 
trade export crop from Palestine. In 2009, 
around 12 tons of almonds were exported 
to international fair trade markets, with 
Palestinian almond farmers receiving 
a fair price for their crops, at least 25 
percent above the local Palestinian 
market price.

In the Ein es-Sultan Refugee Camp in 
Jericho, a team of 40 poor women, who 
make up the Al-Maghtas Women’s Co-
operative, produce maftoul, or couscous, 
under the supervision of food engineers 
and processors from PARC. These brave 
women have invaded Europe with their 
couscous, skilfully and traditionally made 
with their bare hands, with around 66 tons 
exported to Europe in 2009. They also 
won first prize for the best couscous dish 
in the annual competition in San Vito Lo 
Capo in Italy. 

It cannot go without mentioning that 
the historical produce of Palestine, olive 
oil, was the first product that PARC sold 
from Palestine under fair trade principles. 
There are now tens of cooperatives which 
produce high quality extra virgin and 
organic olive oil for fair trade. With the 
technical support they receive from PARC 
and PFU, the farmers are now capable of 
producing olive oil that is certified organic 
and that has been awarded international 
prizes for its quality. The latest prize was 
earned in 2008 in an Italian competition 
called Biol Prize for the best organic olive 
oil. Fairly traded olive oil is now exported 
through the Fair Trade Department of 
PARC to many parts of the world, even 
to Japan, which is a country that never 
used olive oil before!

Despite the recent global economic 
recession, global fair trade sales have 
been growing by around 30 percent 
every year, and it is estimated that they 
amounted to 2.2 billion Euros in 2009. The 
reason for this is that many consumers 
in Northern countries are becoming 
more dedicated to fair trade principles 
and products and to supporting poor 
Southern producers. Unfortunately, this 
is not yet the case with most Palestinian 
consumers, who consume Israeli goods 
without questioning.

We at PARC aspire to better promote 
fair trade in Palestine since it is one 
of the few things in life to convince us 
Palestinians that there is still justice under 

the sun. It is more than just trading. Fair 
trade proves that greater justice in the 
world is still possible.

The Fair Trade Department of PARC 
supports co-operatives that produce 
olive oil, dates, almonds, couscous, 
wheat, dried tomatoes, thyme, and 
roasted green wheat. It provides the co-
operatives with technical and logistical 
support to increase their sales in 
international fair trade markets. It is also 
an active member of the WFTO and has 
recently acquired a certification from 
FLO (Fairtrade Labeling Organization) 
as an exporter and processor of fair 
trade products.

For more information on where to find fair 
trade products in the local market, please 
write to fairtrade@pal-arc.org.

Shadi Mahmoud works as External 
Relations Coordinator for the Fair Trade 
Department of PARC. You can reach him 
at shadi.mahmoud@pal-arc.org. 

* Palestinian Fair Trade Network is a coalition of 
Palestinian organisations which are active in fair trade. 
It includes the Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees, 
Palestinian Farmers Union, Union of Agricultural Work 
Committees, Holy Land Cooperative Society, and 
Fair Trade Development Center, with Oxfam GB as a 
supporter.

1. Date farmer in Jericho. Photo courtesy of Fair Trade 
Department.

2. A member in the Al Maghtas Women's Cooperative 
for couscous processing. Photo courtesy of Fair Trade 
Department.

3. Olive oil.
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Organic Agriculture
A Key to Food Security in Palestine

By George Kurzum

In spite of the regulated and intensive 
closure of the Gaza Strip as well as the wide 
scale devastation the Israeli military forces 
have inflicted on agricultural land, Gaza 
farmers have generated growing revenues. 
Organic agriculture has spread its wings in 
Gaza homes and the Ministry of Agriculture 
has employed farmers to cultivate land in 
evacuated settlements with organic crops 
and palm trees. It has also started to 
manufacture organic fertilizers (compost) 
and distribute them to farmers. Chemicals 
and other agricultural supplies are no longer 
imported from Israel. This trend among 
farmers in Gaza aims to produce quality 
organic food that is chemical free.

The local production and consumption 
cycle
In order to achieve actual food security 
and make food available to the wider 
sector of the Palestinian population, priority 
should be given to meeting our basic food 
needs and to developing an effective 
food production strategy. This can be 
done through encouraging local organic 
agriculture and the use of local non hybrid 
seeds and local or green fertilizers and 
natural agricultural remedies that are made 
of local plants. The new food production 
strategy will secure the flow and recycling of 
capital inside the country because farmers 
will produce agricultural supplies locally 
within the same cycle of production and 
consumption, thus reaching a reasonable 
level of self-sufficiency, independence, and 
food security on the national level. 

Competition with foreign markets
Export, as many Palestinian economists 
and politicians say, is important, but more 
important is securing the basic needs for 
food from local production. In addition, 
agriculture for exportation depends largely 
on having a variety of products and 

cultivating organic products. Since the 
demand for chemical-free products in foreign 
markets is increasing, Palestinian farmers 
could excel and compete with international 
markets if they depend largely on inherent 
local agricultural strength and engage more 
actively in natural organic agriculture. 

In fact, Palestinian agriculture can easily 
develop into organic and ecologically 
safe agriculture and compete with foreign 
markets, unlike local chemical food 
production that fails to occupy a key position 
in international markets. For example, the 
utilisation of chemicals in the cultivation 
of olive trees in Palestine leads to the 
production of poor quality olive oil which 
is sold at a high price due to the high cost 
of production in comparison with the price 
of olive oil that comes from Spain, Italy, 
Portugal, or Greece. As a result, Palestinian 
oil loses its competitive advantage in 
international markets.

Inevitably local food producers will need 
intensive training on how to enter the markets 
of organic agricultural production. Farmers 
will also need training and counselling on the 
best practices involved in organic agriculture 
in order to produce traditional crops that 
are highly marketable. In addition, organic 
agriculture can be introduced to produce 
traditional food that has good potential for 
export and generating economic, ecological, 
and health benefits to farmers. Traditional 
food includes citrus, dates, grapes, figs, 
olive oil, and vegetables. Moreover, we can 
plant crops that are wanted by international 
markets and which require little care, such 
as cactus, carob, sesame, medicinal herbs, 
and others. We can also raise poultry and 
cattle and produce dairy organically. 

Current agricultural practices in Palestine 
lack planning and hence fail to cope with the 
Israeli economic plans that aim to destroy 
and weaken the Palestinian economic 
market. As a result Palestinian agriculture 
has become fragile, vulnerable, and easily 

impacted by external pressures. Thus in light 
of this economic reality that is strangling 
the Palestinian economy, it is necessary 
to develop a food security strategy that will 
meet the needs of local markets. Within 
the framework of this strategy local food 
production projects that do not require high 
capital should be encouraged. For instance, 
we can manufacture grapes and carob to 
produce molasses and fruit leather for the 
local market as well as for export. We can 
also develop projects to dry and can crops 
using solar energy and set up dairy factories 
and market them through organic agricultural 
cooperatives.

Focus on agricultural industrialisation 
and increasing and protecting food 
production can lay the foundation for a 
resistance economy vis-à-vis Israeli policy. 
Moreover, a resistance economy will 
raise the standard of living in Palestinian 
villages and create an economic cycle that 
will expand the local market and create 
new local industries. In other words, it is 
necessary to link the agricultural strategy 
with industrial development, preferably in a 
complementary manner and in consultation 
with neighbouring Arab countries. 

Inventing new marketing mechanisms
Since the Palestinian market lacks simple 
technology and practical mechanisms to 
enhance the local marketing process of 
organic production, it becomes necessary to 
develop and invent promotion mechanisms 
that are feasible and cost effective. 
Such mechanisms may include labelling 
products with a special trademark and the 
distribution of brochures that accompany 
the products. In order to encourage this 
trend of regulated marketing, farmers and 
agricultural associations must be provided 
with counselling and training on the best 
means and mechanisms for the promotion 
and marketing of their products. 

Needless to say, farmers, in general, 
adopt an individual approach towards 
marketing which, in turn, leads to an 
increase in the cost of production and 
transport and, as a result, causes a sharp 
decrease in the economic feasibility of the 

Organic garden. Photo courtesy of
Maan Development Center.
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marketing process. Hence it is important to 
encourage farmers to engage in collective 
purchase of production inputs as well as in 
collective marketing through mediators and 
merchants. Reaching collective contracts 
with wholesale and retail merchants will 
raise the financial feasibility of the marketing 
process and reduce the costs of transport 
and marketing. 

Furthermore, direct relations can be 
established between producers and 
consumers. For example, several Palestinian 
families may organise themselves as a 

group of consumers and deal directly 
with farmers or producers. The families 

might pay a lump-sum to the farmer in 
exchange for food cultivated naturally 

and organically. Likewise, a group of 
local producers may establish a collective 
marketing network or warehouses by which 
they can supply the local markets in villages 
and cities. 

George Kurzum is an ecologist working 
for Maan Development Center. He is the 
ecological press officer and manager 
of Ecological Horizons and Electronic 
Environment and Development magazine 
publ ished by Maan. Kurzum has 
published several articles and books on 
politics, the environment, agriculture, and 
development, including “The Place of the 
Arab Labor Force in the Israeli Economy 
and Horizons of Change,” “Chemical 
Pesticides and the Dirty War,” “A Guide to 
Organic Gardening,” “Towards Alternative 
and Self-Reliant Agriculture,” “Economy 
of Resistance and Steadfastness,” 
“Training on Work Site in Palestine,” 
and others.
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Palestinian Eggplants
By Amid Masri

The agriculture sector in Palestine 
depends on three factors for its well-
being: manpower, water, and land. 
Unfortunately, Palestinians have neither 
the internal motivation nor the external 
will to develop any of these factors 
to support the sector. Developing the 
sector can never be reached by so-called 
planning from a distance. A huge gap 
in understanding exists between the 
sector’s black-tie people and the faded-
T-shirt folk.

At least once every month in Ramallah 
one can find a workshop being conducted 
on the issue of developing agriculture 
in Palestine. The deliverables of the 
workshop, however, always amount to 
nothing!

The government is unaware that, 
throughout Palestine, the sector is 

heading downhill. The farmers in the 
Jordan Valley are losing the motivation 
that they used to have. I would bet that 
in five to seven years we will have to buy 
our tomatoes and eggplants from either 
Jordan or Israel. We might even end up 
importing them from China like the rest 
of the merchandise. 

Artesian wells are deteriorating in 
water quality and discharge capability. 
The (static) water levels of the wells 
in Palestine have dropped more than 
30 percent in the past 10 years, which 
has resulted in less cultivated land. It is 
important to remember, however, that 
there are hundreds of unlicensed wells 
that have been dug illegally in various 
areas within the PNA. This, along with the 
Israeli over-pumping that is taking place, 
has caused a lot of damage to natural 
springs in the area as well as to the water 

aquifer. The Palestinian water authority 
must act now to set a policy to prevent 
these actions, or at least to design a 
plan to avoid and fight the (imminent) 
desertification process.

Although the most well-known area 
in the Jordan Valley is Jericho, the 
city’s lands constitute only12 percent 
of the utilised farmland in the Jordan 
Valley. Unfortunately, everyone in the 
government ministries is engaged in 
development planning for Jericho and 
not the Jordan Valley as a whole. If we 
look at the other areas in the vegetable 
basket of Palestine, we find that no other 
locations are slated for development. 
Any and all development plans are 
designed and implemented by people 
or organisations that do not know the 
area. Most of the projects are either relief 
projects or irrelevant projects. Projects 
in the Jordan Valley area typically aim 
for fast profits and shallow benefits for 
the general population. It is rare indeed 
to find a project that aims to ensure the 
sustainability of agriculture or encourage 
the steadfastness of the Palestinians who 
live there.

Although development planning in 
the Jordan Valley should require a 
special approach due to the uniqueness 
of the area, what usually takes place 
is … a workshop in Ramallah. There 
are numerous examples that illustrate 
the fact that most non-governmental 
organisations, donors, development 
agencies, etc., are operating in the valley 
just to spend their money or to find an 
efficient way to spend what was left of 
their annual budget.

Landowners and farmers are leaving 
their lands; and if they, themselves, 
don’t, they ask their sons to move away 
from the business. What to do? … Hold 
a workshop in Ramallah. The sector is 
fully subsidised all over the world; in 
Europe, subsidies reach up to hundreds 
of millions of Euros every day. The 
Israeli government is subsidising the 
sector heavily, especially the agricultural 
settlements, in order to keep the settlers 
working and to ensure that they stay with 
their sons on Palestinian lands. 

Landowners or farmers who do not hold 
a Jericho identity card are not allowed 

Photo courtesy of Amid Masri.
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to enter the Jordan Valley to go to their 
farms. This is a big problem! How to solve 
it? A workshop in Ramallah. The Israelis 
control the Jordan Valley by operating 
four major checkpoints: Taiasir, Al-Hamra, 
Getit, and Al-Oja. No one is allowed to 
cross into the valley with a vehicle unless 
he or she is a resident of the valley. So a 
landowner with a Tulkarem identity card 
is not permitted to enter the area.

Full electrical power is only available 
to 12 percent of the agricultural lands. 
Can you guess where? The city of 
Jericho only. What to do? A workshop in 
Ramallah. There is no electrical power 
to operate wells or pumps in some very 
critical and important areas. There is 
not even a decent supply of moderate 
power for domestic use. Believe it or 
not, representatives from an NGO came 
to build a nursery in one of the areas that 
has no sweet water and no electricity. On 
top of that, the implementation will not be 
carried out by the landowners but by the 
workers (the non decision makers). Can 
you believe that?   

Enough is enough!
I have a message for everyone who 

cares. (I am sure there are a few. But, 
unfortunately, there are fewer doers.) We 
are losing the valley sooner and faster 
than anyone thinks. A few sacks of flour 
or a roll of free plastic wrap is not going 
to develop the sector in the valley. Let’s 
quit the relief projects and go for real 
development projects.   

We need to pass this message on 
to everyone: the government, non-
governmental organisations, donors, 
and grassroots organisations. The valley 
needs you badly … but not the way 
you operate now. We need to design 
a sustainable, implementable plan for 
the agricultural land outside the city of 
Jericho, which is at least 88 percent of 
the valley.

These are our priorities.  
Provide proper electricity to the area. 
Create a network of farm roads to 

enable farmers to move their products 
efficiently. 

Establish kindergartens to enable 
farmers to work and raise kids in a healthy 
environment. 

Provide proper clinics and daily medical 
services in valley areas outside Jericho. 

Provide school transportation to protect 
children from having to walk back and 
forth to school in the burning sun.

Establish sport centres and playgrounds 
for youth.

No one can work on any one of these 
priorities alone. Yet together we have the 
power to address them all.

A final message: We need not only a 
ministry of agriculture to develop the rural 
areas, we need a High Commission Rural 
Development Department. 

Amid Masri is a Palestinian farmer in the 
Jordan Valley.
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Early Recovery Programme – Gaza Strip 
July 2009 – April 2010 By Maher M. Saqqa

Between Saturday, 27 December 2008 
and Sunday, 18 January 2009, the Israeli 
forces launched incursions and attacks 
on several places in the Gaza Strip, with 
concentration on remote agricultural areas. 
From day one, the Israeli army moved into 
the green fields causing great damage 
to agricultural infrastructure and farmers’ 
assets. They then established military 
bases on these lands, constructing new 
roads for their military use. Most of the 
agricultural lands that have been badly 
affected by these practices include Gaza 
City and surroundings (Beit Hanoun, Beit 
Lahia, and Jabalia villages); the central 
zone (Johr Eddik and east of Deir Al-Balah, 
Buraj, and Maghazi); and the southern zone 
(east Khan Younis, including the eastern 
villages of Fukhari and Al-Qarara, and 
Rafah, including Shouka-Al-Salam Quarter 
and Al-Nasser Quarter).

Based on this serious situation, the 
Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees 
(PARC) decided to respond quickly to 
the catastrophe through proposing to 
implement the Early Recovery Programme 
within a very limited period of time (ten 
months only). The programme includes 
seven agricultural activities and is funded 
through the Netherlands Representative 
Office in Ramallah, one of the strongest 
supporters of PARC and the Palestinian 
agricultural sector.    

The programme, with a total budget of 
US$ 4,000,000.00, aims to respond to 
early recovery needs and to enhance the 
livelihoods of poor families in the Gaza Strip. 
The programme is being implemented in 

partnership with experienced organisations, 
as detailed below.

The Palestinian Hydrology Group will 
focus on the construction of rainwater-
harvesting earth pools and the rehabilitation 
of main irrigation water conveyance system.

The Palestinian Farmers Union 
will focus on ensuring fair prices and 
distribution of farmers’ products as well as 
the distribution of manual farming tools and 
accessories. 

The Savings and Credit Cooperative 
Association will engage in the development 
of home gardens.

PARC will be responsible for land 
rehabilitation and the rehabilitation of 
agricultural roads.

Specific programme objectives include 
supplying poor families with fresh food 
baskets; improving household food 
production and nutrition; assisting small-
scale farmers through rehabilitation of 
their damaged lands; enhancing the role 
of women and farmers by recovering 
their damaged farms and house gardens 
through the provision of basic farming 
tools; recovering greenhouse farming 
through the establishment of rainwater 
harvesting pools; recovering damaged 
open fields through the installation of a 
water conveyance system; and facilitating 
the movement of farmers and agricultural 
inputs and outputs through the rehabilitation 
of damaged agricultural roads.

Al l  planned intervent ions wi l l  be 
implemented within a mechanism that 
ensures the creation of job opportunities 
for unemployed farmers whose properties, 
farms, and premises were lost due to their 
proximity to the so-called buffer zone.

It is expected that the Early Recovery 
Programme will have an impact on 7,999 
direct beneficiaries and 55,993 indirect 
beneficiaries throughout an area of 12,753 
dunums. A total of 1,446 jobs will be created 
as well as 28,784 work days. 

Photo by Sharif Sarhan.



Methods Used by the Israeli Government to 
Steal Palestinian Lands

By Shareef Khalid

In 1948, Palestinians, who made up 
90 percent of the population of Palestine 
at that time, refused to accept UN 
Resolution 181, which would have given 
them 48 percent of historic Palestine 
and the Zionists 49 percent. The refusal 
was mainly because they didn’t want to 
share the land with the foreign immigrants 
who were working very hard to take 
possession of Palestinian land. This 
became clear when the Jewish Agency 
bought up the land of many committees, 
companies, and individuals who were, in 
most cases, not Palestinian. The Israelis 
built their colonies on this captured land 
and did their best to continuously expand 
them. They used many methods to do 
this, convincing the Palestinians that 
they and the country were destined for 
an anonymous future. 

The result of the unbalanced war of 
1948 was that 78 percent of the land that 
fell into the hands of Zionists became the 
State of Israel. Hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians were expelled from their land 
and houses and became refugees. The 
Israeli government took the land using the 

“absentee landlord” law as justification. 
Many farms were located to the east of 
the 1948 ceasefire line (the Green Line) 
in what is now Israel, and the farmers 
required permits from the Israeli army 
to access this land. In 1950, the Israeli 
army stopped giving these permits, and 
Israeli commandoes killed many of the 
farmers who dared to try to access their 
land. These farms then became part of 
the lands of the kibbutzim created along 
the Green Line.

During the 1967 War, Israel completed 
its conquest of Palestine (West Bank 
and Gaza) and took many steps to 
take control of the land. The Israeli 
army replaced the Jordanian army in 
its centres, departments, and camps. In 
addition, the Israeli army took steps to 
control the state and public lands.

After Egyptian President Sadat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Begin signed the 
Camp David Peace Treaty between 
Egypt and Israel in 1979, the Israeli 
government considered that it had been 
given the green light to begin confiscating 
Palestinian lands. 

Consider my village, Jayyous near 
Qalqilia, as an example.

1980: The Israeli army announced that 
the land between Azzun and Jayyous 
was to be confiscated as state land. It 
had belonged to the Al-Kuwate family 
whose objections were overruled. This 
land later became a garbage dump for 
the Israeli communities established in 
the surrounding area.

1983–84: Israel made many attempts 
to buy pieces of land using temptation, 
pressure, cheating, and false documents. 
In one case, a farmer who sold his land 
was killed by an unknown person or 
persons.

30 October 1988: The Israeli military 
governor announced that 1,362 dunums 
of Jayyous land –from a total of 12,500 
dunums – in 28 sites around Jayyous was 
state land. The farmers were given 45 
days to lodge objections with the Israeli 
military court, and 79 farmers did so in 
Case 36–38/89. 

30 May 1996: The Israeli court made 
public its decision: 18 farmers lost all their 
land; some farmers lost part of their land; 
and some farmers won the right to keep 
their land. During the third hearing, it 
became clear that the military judge was 
basing his decision to confiscate land on 
three points of British Mandate law and 

one point of Ottoman law.
1. If stones and rocks comprise more than 

50 percent of the land, then the land is 
considered unsuitable for agriculture.

2. The (Israeli) government has the 
right to confiscate land if it is needed 
to construct new roads for a new 
community.

3. The (Israeli) government has the right 
to confiscate land to install pipelines for 
water or sewage for a new community.

4. Ottoman law stated that land that 
was not cultivated continuously for 
3 years became state land. This law 
was issued by the Turkish governor in 
order to oblige farmers to plant their 
land every year so that the government 
could take 10 percent of the profits as 
stipulated by Islamic law. 

The use of this old Ottoman law was very 
clear in the case of Land Plot No. 32, Block 
3, which was owned by seven brothers. 
Their advocate could not prove that all their 
land had been continuously cultivated. As 
a result, the shares of four of the brothers 
were confiscated. The three shares of 
the other brothers escaped confiscation 
because one was planted with almond 
trees and two with olive trees. The Israeli 
government used aerial photography to try 
to prove its case that the lands had not been 
cultivated continuously for three years. The 

Photo by Giorgio Palmera.
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first photograph was usually taken in May 
after harvesting and before planting. It is 
important to point out that farmers who have 
sheep or goats plant the land with barley and 
feed it to the animals as green feed. It is very 
difficult to distinguish the barley before it has 
grown distinct ears from the many other 
types of wild grass. 

A story is the best way to explain what 
happened with the two shares that escaped 
confiscation because they were planted with 
olive trees. On 9 December 2004 while I 
was pruning my avocado trees, I heard the 
sound of an Israeli bulldozer working on 
my neighbour’s land, Plot No. 32. I quickly 
went over and found the bulldozer uprooting 
the olive trees that had been on the two 
brothers’ shares of land, which had escaped 
confiscation. When I tried to get the Israeli 
commander to stop the work, three soldiers 
pushed me towards my land and warned me 
not to come back. I will never forget what the 
farmer told me of the discussion between 
himself and the commander. 
 “Why are you uprooting my trees?” he 

asked.
 “These t rees are owned by the 

government, they are not yours,” replied 
the commander. 

 “How did they come to be owned by the 
government? I am the rightful owner.”

 “This is not my business,” replied the 
commander.

 “Can I sel l  your car?” asked the 
farmer. 

 “Of course not,” answered the commander.
 “Then who has the authority to sell my 

land?”
 “This is not my business either,” stated 

the commander.
The advocate managed to stop the 

work for ten days to allow him to prove 
that the land had not been sold to anyone 
and was still owned by the farmer and his 
brother. This required a meeting between 
the two farmers, their advocate, and five 
Israeli officials within the ten days. This 
proved impossible because on every day 
at least one of the Israeli officials could not 
attend the meeting. Finally the advocate 

discovered how the land was stolen. In 
2002, the Israeli government had published 
an announcement in the Israeli local press 
(in Hebrew) that Land Plot No. 1, Block 3, 
was considered state land, and anyone 
who objected had to register his objection 
within 45 days. Of course, no one objected 
because, according to our documents, the 
land was identified as Plot No. 32 not Plot 
No. 1. Their advocate was instructed to take 
the case of the two farmers to the Israeli 
Supreme Court. He found that the file had 
been closed in 2004 when the land had 
been registered as state land in the Land 
Registration Department and there was 
nothing he could do.

In 2002, the Israeli government started 
constructing the Separation Wall around 
Jayyous Village. The government destroyed 
650 dunums of land to build the Wall, which 
isolated 8,600 dunums on the Israeli, 
western side of the Wall. The total taken 
was 75 percent of the land of Jayyous, 
including all the Jayyous water wells linked 
to underground aquifers. Israel now plans 
to use this land to build an extension to the 
settlement of Zuffin, itself built on land taken 
from the neighbouring village of Azzun.

In addition to all that has been mentioned 
concerning the methods used by Israel to 
steal Palestinian land, other methods are 
also used; namely the imposition of many 
obstacles and restrictions which force 
Palestinians to neglect their lands – for 
example, the procedures to obtain a permit 
to access their land; the timetables for 
opening and closing the gates that allow 
entry to the land; the restrictions on the 
use of many kinds of chemical fertilisers; 
the licenses that restrict the quantity of 
water that can be used; and the fact that 
Palestinians are not allowed to sleep on their 
lands. To add insult to injury, Palestinians 
also suffer from unfair competition in 
marketing their products.

Shareef Khalid is a 67-year-old farmer 
and a representative of the Land Defence 
Committee in Jayyous and the Qalqilia 
district. He has participated in many 
international forums and conferences. For 
more details, please refer to This Week 
in Palestine, issue no. 64, August 2003.
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Enhancing Palestinian Farmers’ Preparedness 
for Exports

By Khaled Dawood

Agriculture in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip (WBGS) continues to play 
a major role in the economic and social 
rural life of the Palestinian population. It 
remains the main absorber of economic 
shocks faced by thousands of poor 
and vulnerable Palestinian families. 
However, the current harsh conditions 
resulting from the conflict (closures, 
limited movement of goods and people, 
and restricted access to resources) have 
steadily increased the unemployment 
rates.

Although the WBGS is small, it has a 
wide range of geographical, climatic, and 
agro-ecological diversity, which explains 
the wide variety of crops and agricultural 
commodities produced in the different 
farming localities of the country. The 
most important crops include olives, 
vegetables (irrigated and rain-fed), 
grapes, stone fruits, date palms, and field 
crops. On the other hand, agricultural 
products account for 25 percent of 
the export trade from Palestine. Fruit 
(including strawberries and dates), 
olives and olive oil, vegetables, and cut 
flowers are the primary export products. 
The shift to export-oriented agriculture 
has increased the exploitation of cash 
crops and the dependency on imports 
of agricultural inputs used for intensive 
farming, as well as the dependency 
on Israel as it is an inevitable primary 
transit point for all available marketing 
channels.

Many national and international 
development agencies (PARC, FAO, 
ACDI/VOCA, etc.) are seeking to 
promote good agricultural practices 
among Palestinian farmers. Global Gap 
(GG), as a continuation of Euro Gap, 
has recently gained more momentum 
and has become a requirement to reach 
and compete in international markets 
resulting in higher revenue for farmers. 
Best use of the available resources (land 

and water), controlled use of chemicals, 
better working conditions for labour, etc., 
are all pillars of the GG concept.

It has been concluded through recent 
studies and surveys that exportation 
and agribusiness strategies should 
support and empower small-scale 
farmers rather than focus primarily on 
large-scale farmers especially when 

good farming practices, inspection, and 
quality control with specific requirements 
related to food hygiene and safety. 
However, the challenge of extra cost 
for GG producers cannot be sustained 
by small-scale farmers unless they 
are well organised within strong and 
efficient cooperatives (especially the 
case in Palestine due to meagre land 
ownership). 

PARC has finished the implementation 
process of “Enhancing Palestinian 
Farmers’ Preparedness for Exports in 
West Bank and Gaza Strip,” targeting 

producing crops according to Global 
GAP quality standards creates job 
opportunities and enriches the skills of 
growers in good agricultural practices 
and exporting activities. Through this 
action, the income of the targeted 
growers was increased and the skills 
of the agronomists were enhanced. 
Consequently specialised technical staff 
for extension and internal inspection 
have been formed.

Phase One (2007–2009)
The project was a two-year action 

which started in May 2007 and ended 
in June 2009. The following is a brief 
summary of its achievements.

The capacities of 20 agronomists 
(staff) were enhanced in the field of 
applying GG standards.

A total  of  345 farmers gained 
knowledge about the concept of Global 
GAP and how to apply its standards (a 
new concept for Palestinian farmers). 

A total of 166 individual growers, in 
both the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
were granted the Global GAP certificate. 
In addition, certificates were granted to 
58 growers within 5 cooperatives in the 
West Bank.

The Center of Organic Agriculture in 
Palestine achieved 50 percent of its 
accreditation process. 

Phase Two (2009–2012)
After the first phase of the action was 

concluded, through collaboration with 
the Netherlands Representative Office, 
a similar programme was initiated to 
complement the previous Global GAP 
project in partnership with the private, 
governmental, and non-governmental 
sectors. The programme will build on 
what has already been achieved and 
also consider the learned lessons to 
complement the activities needed for 
continuing to apply the Global GAP 
certification system and utilising its 
advantages at personal and national 
levels. 

Th is  in te rven t ion  focuses  on 
establishing a basis for Global GAP 

we realise that small-scale farmers 
cannot manage their conversion through 
their own capacities due to the lack of 
resources and knowledge. This is where 
the work of the Agricultural Development 
Association (PARC) comes into place.

Global GAP is a traceability system 
starting from the producer and ending 
with the consumer, and is based on 

major crops for export such as tomatoes, 
bell peppers, strawberries, and medicinal 
herbs. This project has added new value 
to Palestinian agricultural products by 
enabling them to meet the International 
Global GAP standards, hence improving 
their quality and profitability and allowing 
them to be marketed in local and 
external markets. The process of 

Palestinian-grown tomatoes.
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system sustainability and continuity 
through achieving the actual value from 
the certification process and tackling 
the marketing problem; farmers will 
start to manage the marketing and 
export activities collectively through 
their certified cooperatives. An efficient 
and sustainable linkage and bridging 
will be established between producers 
and marketing bodies, thus facilitating 
the marketing process and increasing 
the Global GAP certified areas of land.

The project aims to achieve the 
following goals.

The capacities of 30 agronomists 
in the field of Global GAP extension 
and system building will be improved.

The capacity of the 600 targeted 
Global GAP farmers within the 
20 targeted cooperatives will be 
promoted. In addition, the capacities 
of 10 flower growers (within one 

cooperative) will be enhanced and 
promoted.

Certification for 450 new Global GAP 
farmers will be achieved in addition 
to the renewal of previously certified 
150 farmers. 

The national certification body will be 
qualified in terms of institutional and 
personal capacities. 

The produced GG-certified products 
wil l  be marketed through new 
marketing channels.

Eng. Khaled Dawood holds a master’s 
degree in plant product ion f rom 
Timireazef University in Moscow, Russia. 
He has been working at PARC since 1999 
and is considered one of PARC’s highly 
experienced agronomists with a specialty 
in the certified Global GAP system. The 
project is funded by the Representative 
Office of the Kingdom of Netherlands – 
Ramallah.

Gaza strawberries.



44 45

The Palestinian Food-Processing Sector
Its Impact on Agricultural Development

By Eng. Fuad I. Akra

The Palestinian Food Industries 
Association (PFIA) is the coordinating 
and representative organisation for 
the food industries in Palestine, which 
encompasses a number of subsectors 
(confectionary, dairy, cold cuts, soft 
drinks and juices, snack foods, grain 
products, vegetables and fruits, pickling 
and canning, oils and ghee, traditional 
foods, and animal feed). With 170 
voluntary members in Palestine, PFIA 
aims to improve the competitiveness 
of Palestinian processed-food products 
through assisting companies in improving 
their production systems and complying 
with international standards, in general, 
and food-safety standards, in particular.

The food-processing sector is one of 
the fastest-growing sectors and plays a 
major role in the Palestinian economy; 
it contributes more than 24 percent of 
the production value, 18 percent of the 
added value total, and 16.7 percent of the 
employment total in the manufacturing 
industries. It represented 14 percent 
of the total number of manufacturing 
establishments during 2008.i These 
establishments include olive presses, 
citrus packing, food processing, olive 
pickling, and meat-processing and dairy 
plants.

In addition to contributing to food 
security through employment and 
income generation, the food industry is 
an essential support for the agricultural 
sector, serving as a link between 
Palestinian farmers and domestic 
and foreign consumers. On the other 
hand, agriculture plays a key role 
in the Palestinian economy through 
its contribution to the food supply. 
The increase in demand for food will 
stimulate investment in food processing; 
this means that the expansion of the 
agricultural sector will require an 
expansion of the food-processing sector.  

The Palestinian food-processing sector 
plays a very important role in agricultural 
development because it  absorbs 
the surplus in agricultural products: 
vegetables, fruits, fresh milk, poultry, 
and olive oil. Most of the subsectors 
in food processing use agricultural raw 
materials, which comprise more than 50 
percent of the total raw materials used 
in food processing. The food-processing 
sector employs more than 10,000 people 
in direct jobs and more than 20,000 
through indirect jobs in the agricultural 
sector. Some subsectors depend totally 
on agricultural raw materials. In this 
article we will analyse some of these 
subsectors in order to study their impact 
on agricultural development.

The first important subsector is the 
dairy-processing sector, which depends 
totally on Palestinian fresh milk. Before 
the second Intifada, for example, more 
than 60 percent of fresh milk used in 
dairy-processing factories in Palestine 
came from Israel. In 1999 there were 
10,826 dairy cows; now, however, 
there are 16,508 dairy cows, and all the 
fresh milk used in dairy plants is from 
Palestine. 

On the other hand, before the year 
2000 all dairy farms contained fewer 
than 50 cows; but now there are more 
than 10 large farms, each of which has 
more than 200 cows. All these farms 
use modern farming technology and 
work in a manner consistent with Good 
Manufacturing Practice. This means that 
the demand for fresh milk by the dairy 
industry encourages the investment in 
dairy-cow breeding and enhances job 
creation in this field; more than 1,000 
jobs have been directly created and 
2,000 jobs indirectly created by the 
transportation and animal-feed factories. 
The Palestinian dairy industry plays a 
role in upgrading the quality of fresh 
milk because of the growing demand for 

high quality fresh milk. This encourages 
dairy farms to maintain good hygienic 
practices using closed-system milking 
equipment. 

The second important subsector is the 
olive oil processing and bottling sector; 
this sector exemplifies the real linkage 
between agriculture and food processing. 
The olive oil agricultural sector has 
national significance even greater than 
its economic impact in terms of output, 
food supply, and employment. It is 
considered a symbol of the Palestinian 
connection to the homeland.

The importance of  th is  sector 
in Palestinian society, culture, and 
economy is reflected in a variety of ways. 
The olive tree is considered a national 
asset for Palestinians. It constitutes a 
main source of income from agriculture 
that usually reaches approximately 15 
percent of the value of annual agricultural 
production. This sector produces two 
important edible products, oil and pickled 
olives, which constitute food-security 
essentials for the Palestinian people. The 
olive tree is considered the most widely 
planted tree. The total amount of land 
used for olive trees is 99,500 hectares, 
which constitutes 45 percent of the total 
cultivated land. There are approximately 
ten million olive trees in Palestine.

Olive oil and olives are among the most 
important agricultural exports. The value 
of exports tops some $15 million in good 
years. Palestine has 235 olive presses 
and 10 bottling plants. The sector 
employs 1,500 workers in direct jobs 
and creates a large number of seasonal 
jobs. This sector is of special importance 
in rural areas particularly in light of the 
sharp increase in the unemployment 
rate. For this reason, the PFIA conducts 
various projects to upgrade the quality of 
olive oil and increase the exportation of 
olive oil. The projects aim to aid farmers 
who have difficulty marketing their olive 
oil products; upgrade the knowledge 
and skills of farmers in order to improve 
the quality of their olive oil; and provide 
support to rehabilitate olive presses and 
ensure that they conform to acceptable Photo by Ameed Masri.
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i The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, Economic 
Survey Series 2008, main results.

standards of food safety. The projects 
especially target villages with high rates 
of unemployment and farms that are 
owned by women. In order to ensure 
proper project implementation and 
efficient output and results, farmers were 
trained in Good Agriculture Practices 
GAP. 

The third important subsector is the 
meat-processing sector, which includes 
15 factories that produce processed 
luncheon meat, sausage, hamburger, 
and canned meat. This sector introduces 
its products into local markets as a 
cheap source of protein. The meat-
processing sector employs more than 
500 workers directly and more than 
2,000 in indirect jobs in distribution and 
turkey farms. 

The meat-processing sector has a 
direct role in developing the Palestinian 
economy. More than ten companies 
export their products to the Jordanian 
and Gulf markets. The sector was 
the first to introduce food-safety 
management systems in Palestine, and 
there are presently four companies that 
are ISO 22000-certified.

In spite of the above-mentioned facts, 
however, the sector still faces various 
obstacles that adversely affect it: the 
absence of proper storage facilities; a 
supply shortage; market imbalance; and 
the closure of the Gaza market. 

This sector absorbs 20 percent 
of the production of turkey farms in 
Palestine, and, in the future, if there is 
more investment in slaughterhouses, 
cooling facilities, and large turkey 
farms, the sector will be able to absorb 
all the production of turkey farms and 
participate in the creation of thousands 
of jobs in the agricultural sector.

Eng. Fuad I. Akra is the executive director 
of the PFIA and a food-processing 
consultant and senior trainer at MA’AN 
Development Center.
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Enhancement of the Cash-Crop Sector in the 
Gaza Strip By Yousef Shaath

The implementation of the project 
Enhancement and Improvement of 
Cash Crops along the Gaza Strip 
was launched two years ago by the 
Agricultural Development Association 
(Agricultural Relief). The project 
targets cash farmers who are unable to 
fulfil their agricultural requirements due 
to military closure, resulting in severe 
economic conditions. The multiple-
phase project, which is financed by the 
Dutch government, provides farmers 
with increased production capabilities. 
Seedlings and necessary agricultural 
inputs are made available to farmers, 
and counselling on the best agricultural 
practices is offered to them by a group 
of technical experts. In addition, efforts 
are made to market production in 
foreign markets in order to maintain a 
Palestinian share in European markets 
and to raise famers’ revenues.             

As a means to strengthen the 
steadfastness of Palestinian farmers 
and rejuvenate their will to challenge 
the current situation, the project 
aims to preserve cash crops, mainly 
flowers and strawberries as well as 
vegetables, which are exported to 
European markets. 

A technical and administrative team 
is conducting the project in two main 
locations in the Gaza Strip: Rafah 
District in the south and Beit Lahia 
District in the north. The project has 
been running for two years, and 
serious efforts are being made to 
sustain continuous support to cash-
crop farmers. 

The following phases of the project 
have been implemented.

Phase One: The 2008–2009 phase 
of the project targeted 59 farmers for 
the cultivation of 400 dunums with 
flowers; 150 farmers for the cultivation 
of 850 dunums with strawberries; 
100 farmers for the cultivation of 

200 dunums with vegetables. In total 
279 farmers were targeted to plant 
1,450 dunums; they were provided 
with seedlings and other necessary 
agricultural paraphernalia. However, 
as a result of the ongoing closure 
imposed by the Israeli military forces 
on the Gaza Strip, the project failed to 
market the products. Furthermore, the 
war waged on Gaza, which coincided 
with the export season, devastated 
most of the agricultural land in the 
north. Approximately 700,000 flowers 
only were exported to European 
countries.  

Phase Two: The 2009–2010 phase 
of the project targeted 56 farmers for 

the cultivation of 300 dunums with 
flowers; 123 farmers for the cultivation 
of 500 dunums with strawberries. In 
total the project targeted 179 farmers 
to plant 800 dunums. In spite of the 
numerous obstacles facing the Gaza 
Strip, the project managed to export 
14,000,000 flowers and 50 tons of 
strawberries to Europe. Efforts are now 
being made to complete the export 
process for this year.

P h a s e  T h r e e :  W o r k  a n d 
preparations are being made for the 
coming season. An initial plan has 
been developed to offer 54 farmers 
aid to cultivate 350 dunums with 
flowers, 70 farmers to cultivate 350 

dunums with strawberries, and 20 
famers to cultivate 20 dunums with 
vegetables. Farmers will be provided 
with seedlings and other required 
agricultural inputs. The groups of 
farmers will be constantly followed 
up and offered technical assistance. 
The end product of this project phase 
is anticipated to reach 35,000,000 
flowers, 500 tons of strawberries, and 
150 tons of vegetables. An export 
plan for this project has already been 
developed. 

Yousef Shaath is the manager of the 
Cash Crops Project at the Agricultural 
Development Association in Gaza.

Photo by Sharif Sarhan.
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Agriculture and Olives in Palestine
By Eng. Ziad Anabtawi 

Agriculture is one of the most significant 
elements of the Palestinian economy; it is 
also a vital part of Palestinian nationalism 
as it is one of the strongest means 
of preserving Palestinian lands and 
protecting them from confiscation.

Palestinian agriculture has been 
confronted by numerous obstacles during 
the last decades because of negligence 
and lack of interest precipitated by 
Israeli occupation measures that aim to 
separate Palestinians from their land, 
thus weakening economic opportunities 
and attracting youthful labourers with 
tempting wages to pursue alternative 
work opportunities for the purpose of 
steering them away from working their 
lands. This has led to the weakening of 
agricultural productivity and has resulted 
in our dependence on importing basic 
agriculture products that we, ourselves, 
used to produce in the past. This neglect 
of the lands has also negatively affected 
agricultural seeds, rendering them 
unsuitable for the Palestinian climate 
and nature of the land. Consequently, 
alternative inefficient seed products are 
being introduced into the Palestinian 
territories. 

Many sectors have suffered as a result 
of negligence. Most importantly, the 
Palestinian olive oil sector, which signifies 
the Palestinian cause and is the emblem 
of the Palestinian struggle. The olive 
tree occupies a significant place in the 
economic and social life of the Palestinian 
people. There has been an increase in the 
number of olive trees planted; however, the 
level of production has remained the same 
instead of also increasing accordingly. 
For this reason, efficiency and quality has 
decreased. Nonetheless, olive oil export 
is one of the main sources of income. 
Its contribution to annual agricultural 
production has risen to 13 percent during 
good years. In addition, for many years, 
olive oil has played a major role in 
Palestinian commerce; it is also one of the 

most essential and basic consumables for 
the Palestinian people as it is considered 
an element of food security in Palestine.

Palestinian olive oil is considered 
organic because there is very little use of 
chemical fertilizers, weeding materials, or 
complex irrigation techniques. Palestinian 
olive oil production is dependent on 
rainwater and minimal use of unnatural 
fertilizers. Recent research has showed 
that due to this, Palestinian olive oil 
contains the highest amount of Polyphenol 
antioxidant in the world, which means that 
Palestinian oil is one of the highest-quality 
olive oils. 

The interference of the Israeli economy 
in the Palestinian economy, however, has 
caused the Palestinian lands to become 
saturated with imported agricultural 
products, and this, in turn, has led to great 
losses for Palestinian farmers in both the 
animal and plant sectors. Although this 
interference has had some positive effects 
in farmers’ productivity, e.g., with the 
introduction of new agricultural practices, 
it has also had negative health effects 
due to the farmers’ lack of knowledge and 
training in the use of these new practices. 

During the last decade, Palestinian 
agricultural practices have developed 
noticeably, and this has given rise to the 
return of many Palestinian labourers to 
the lands. At the same time, there has 
been a decline in land ownership through 
inheritance. Therefore, it is important 
that the government develop strategies 
that promote agricultural development 
and profitability and work to reduce risks 
that face this sector. The Palestinian 
government has evidently begun to take 
a major interest in the agricultural sector 
as it has been developing strategic 
and integrative approaches towards its 
advancement. The agriculture sector, 
however, will not advance to its full 
potential until it is completely separated 
from the Israeli economy.

Anabtawi Group has invested in this sector with the 
establishment of Al-Ard Palestinian Agri Products Co. 
It has successfully implemented the first integrative 
project for olive oil and developed storage capabilities 
for more than 1,000 tons of oil. The innovative storage 
system works to maintain the sensory, physical, and 
chemical properties of olive oil over a long period of time. 
Anabtawi Group has developed this project according 
to international standards, and has obtained numerous 
certifications: ISO 2200, SA 8000 (social accountability), 
fair trade certification, and organic certifications (for 
olive oil).

The group has also opened a marketing and distribution 
centre in the United States using the best and most 
modern practices in marketing and sales through online 
sales services. During the last three years, this project 
has contributed to increased profits for farmers due to 
higher demands in olive oil, given that the project is an 
ethically sound endeavour that appeals to both labourers 
and stakeholders in this sector.

It is important to mention that the northern region of the 
West Bank is suffering from difficult economic conditions 
due to the ongoing measures of the Israeli military 
occupation. It is imperative that we invest especially in 
the northern region of Palestine, which has a dynamic 
business, industrial, and agricultural history. 

The agricultural sector will not develop without 
businesspeople who are able and willing to invest 
wholeheartedly in every aspect of agricultural production, 
thereby ensuring that Palestinian lands be protected from 
division, dispersal, and loss. But this alone will not suffice. 
Palestinian agricultural products must reach international 
markets, Arab and Western alike, and be integrated into 
a marketing network all around the world.

The government, too, must take firm action to protect 
Palestinian agriculture and prevent the saturation of the 
Palestinian market with Israeli and imported agricultural 
products. It must also provide the needed guidance 
and training for farmers, in addition to applying quality 
production standards and periodic product testing. 
Furthermore, the government sector, the private sector, 
and NGOs must come together to work in transparency 
for the common goal of revitalising the agricultural sector 
and achieving mutual gain for all stakeholders without 
playing favourites. 

Eng. Ziad Anabtawi is a businessman from the city of 
Nablus. He holds a master’s degree in engineering 
administration and MIS from George Washington 
University. He is chairman and CEO of Anabtawi 
Group, which has subsidiaries in the trade, services, 
and agribusiness sectors.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 B
as

el 
M

aq
ou

si.



Book of the M
onth

Personality of the M
onth

54 55

Palestinian
Agro-Resistance 

By Vivien Sansour

When the last day of your life comes, 
plant the seedling that’s in your hand.
Palestinian Proverb 
Abu Adnan does not talk about a global 
movement to save the earth. He doesn’t 
know much about Greenpeace or the 
Kyoto Protocol; but he does know 
everything about keeping his soil healthy 
and fertile, and the terraces he builds to 
protect his soil make his mountainous 
piece of land a visual paradise. A farmer 
since childhood in his home village of 
Faqua in the Jenin district, Abu Adnan 
Abed El Salam, who is now 78 years old, 
has built over 60 terraces in his lifetime, 
one stone at a time. When people come 
to talk to him about the “new” trend 
of organic agriculture he smiles. “My 
grandfather, my father, and I have been 
planting trees all our lives without using 
any chemicals.” He declares proudly, “I 
have a thousand olive trees, and I remove 
all the weeds from under each one of 
them with these bare hands. I never get 
tired.” He is aware that he could buy a 
bottle of pesticide for 70 shekels and 
get the job done in half a day, but such 
an idea would be considered criminal in 
his book.

Abu Adnan is not alone in his 
thinking. More than 1,700 farmers in 
the villages around Jenin and Nablus 
are making the same commitment 
to the land. And their dedication is 
paying off. Through their collective 
organisation, Palestine Fair Trade 
Association (PFTA), they work with 
Canaan Fair Trade to find markets 
for their products. They are constantly 
working to improve oil quality. With 
Canaan Fair Trade operating as their 
exporter they have successfully built 
a wide market for their organic crops. 
They earn three times as much as 
previously while still competing in 
the world market. Today, Palestinian 
olive oil is considered the first certified 
Fair Trade olive oil in the world 
and is available across the globe in 
esteemed groceries such as Whole 
Foods Market in the United States and 
Sainsbury’s in England. 

Organic farmers in Palestine are 
contributing to a national shift that 
is moving Palestinians from being 
passive recipients of foreign aid – 
and herbicide-heavy technology – to 
being active producers. Fortunately, 
the innovation of these farmers does 
not stop at increased profit. While 
people across the Western world are 
struggling to return to the land and 
find a healthier way of life, Palestinian 
organic farmers are offering the world 
an inspiring movement model that is 
taking the old traditions of the past as a 
guide for a greener future. As the word 
agri-culture implies, most cultures are 
shaped by their agricultural heritage. 
When that is lost, the culture is lost 
and so are the people.

In their own way, farmers such as 
Abu Adnan are revolutionaries. They 
understand on an experiential level 
that healing for us as a community 
suffering from oppression and 
occupation requires the restoration of 
our sense of self – a self that is defiant 
but not defined by its oppressor. 

On the international front, Palestinian 
farmers are not only partaking in the 

global renaissance of agro-ecology, 
they are leading the way because what 
they have is an ancient knowledge of 
how to work with trees and nature. 
Their holistic approach permeates 
even their linguistics. Serving the tree, 
for example, is an honoured concept. 
Farmers who have inherited their 
trees from their great grandfathers feel 
that it is their duty to give the tree the 
utmost respect and service because 
it gives them food and life. That is why 
they refer to their work as al-khidma, 
“the service.” When asked about 
their crop expectations for any given 
year their answer is almost always: 
depends on the service. 

In that same spirit, farmers have been 
taking their families for generations to 
the fields where everyone enjoys 
picnicking and singing while the 
children learn how to be good 
stewards of the family trees. As Abu 
Rabi, a farmer from the village of 
Rumaneh in Jenin district remembers, 
“My grandmother, Fatoum, would go to 
the wild and cut off a seedling from the 
Roman olive trees. She would bring it 
home and plant it, water it, and take 
care of it so that I would have trees 
today. In my turn, I teach my children 
about serving, and the tree is passed 
on from one generation to the next.” 

And in  many ways what  the 
Palestinian agro-resistance movement 
is doing is just that! It is making sure 
that our culture does not stop with 
the likes of Abu Adnan. That is why 
it is bringing back to life our depleted 
Palestinian sense of self worth, our 
defiance, and our beauty using the 
most basic of things: our trees and 
our food. Equally as important, even 
as we struggle for our freedom, our 
agricultural traditions are being passed 
from one generation to the next and 
reinvented to be of service today.

Vivien Sansour is the Producer Relations 
Manager and Life Style Writer for Canaan 
Fair Trade. She can be reached at 
vivien@canaanfairtrade.com.
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Ahed Izhiman

Ahed Izhiman was born to a Jerusalemite 
family on 27 April 1980, in the city of 
Jerusalem. At school, he focused all his 
attention on art and art workshops even 
if it happened to be at the expense of his 
academic studies. At the age of five, Ahed 
got a hold of his first camera, which gave 
him the opportunity to take his first steps 
into the world of art. 

After finishing high school and while 
working in his family’s food and coffee 
manufacturing business, Ahed attended 
business school at Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem. He soon realised that he 
was not made to be an accountant. He 
quit his studies to pursue his passion, 
concentrating on his innate hobby of 
painting and photography. 

He soon discovered charcoal drawing 
in which he created a unique style using 
his fingers to fade the charcoal edges on 
cotton paper, thus achieving very Feng 
Shui like drawings. This got people’s 
attention, which, in turn, gave Ahed the 
opportunity to exhibit his work around 

Jerusalem between 1995 and 1997. 
From that point on Ahed was frequently 
involved in many workshops around 
the city.

Ahed decided to continue his career 
in art and travelled to Florence, Italy, 
to study art history and Italian, during 
which time he had the opportunity to 
meet many artists from around the world. 
Upon his return to Jerusalem, he spent 
two years at Musrara College of Fine Arts 
in Jerusalem, where he was involved in 
various art activities.

In 2007, he established his own atelier 
and began to offer various art workshops 
in Jerusalem for youth who could not 
enrol in other schools. His teaching 
methods include various hands-on art 
techniques. He gained quite a reputation 
around Jerusalem through his volunteer 
work at a number of institutions and 
schools in the city.

Later Ahed enrolled in an intensive 
three-year programme at a photography 
schoo l  i n  Je rusa lem where  he 
managed to create new art work that 
combined photography and painting. 
Afterwards he began to work as a 
freelance photographer, being inspired 
by his childhood hobby, and sold his 
photographs to a French news agency. 
This enabled him to save some money 
during difficult political times and to make 
a name for himself.

Ahed currently works as a professional 
pho tog raphe r  f o r  i n t e rna t i ona l 
organisations, such as the UNDP and 
the EU, which operate in the Palestinian 
territories. He documents their projects 
through his camera lens. 

Towards the end of 2009, Ahed 
established an art course at the YWCA 
(Young Women’s Christian Association) 
in Jerusalem, which caters to various 
genders and ages.
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Behind the Wall

Life, Love, and Struggle in Palestine
By Rich Wiles
Foreword by Ali Abunimah
Potomac Books Inc., Washington, 
D.C., 2010, 197 pages, $26.95

Of the approximately seven million 
Palestinian refugees around the world, 
more than 650,000 are living in camps 
along the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Having been forced from their homes, 
either through violence or the threat 
of it, those living in these camps, Rich 
Wiles asserts, suffer greatly from Israeli 
army incursions, violence, poverty, 
and desperation – often even more 
severely than in the surrounding cities 
or villages. Although much media 
attention has been drawn to the area’s 
political climate, the stories of its 
dispossessed people have gone largely 
underreported.

Having spent much of his time in 
Palestine since 2003, Wiles offers 
a glimpse inside the West Bank’s 
refugee camps between 2006 and 2007 
through a collection of oral histories, 
vignettes, and photographic portraits. 
In these pieces, Wiles recounts 
conversations with Palestinians of 
all ages, including survivors of Al-
Nakba, released child and female 

prisoners, parents trying to rear their 
children amid the violence of military 
occupation, and exiles struggling 
for the right of return to their original 
villages. These intimate portrayals not 
only offer clues to understanding the 
physical and psychological effects of 
exile, colonisation, and occupation, 
they also reveal the true Palestinian 
psyche, one that is at once full of life, 
love, and strength. Through both written 
word and photographic image, Behind 
the Wall allows Palestinians to speak 
for themselves.

As Ali Abunimah notes, Wiles is a 
keen observer whose own insights have 
taught him new things about Palestine. 
The book opens up a whole world of 
Palestinian experience that should help 
any reader get closer to understanding 
the what, the why, and the where 
through the eyes of Palestine’s people. 
It is a poignant reminder that the history 
of Palestine is not just a litany of wars 
and peace plans; it is a country whose 
people are bursting with life, hope, 
laughter, and resistance even amid 
extraordinary suffering, loss, and 
ongoing oppression. Ultimately, it is 
the spirit that permeates the people 
you will meet through Wiles’s words 
and images that offers the best hope 
for the future of all the people who 
inhabit that land. 

Rich Wiles is a British photographic 
artist and human rights activist. He is 
the coordinator of international relations 
at Lajee Centre (www.lajee.org) in 
Aida Refugee Camp where he directs 
collaborative youth arts projects; he has 
also run similar projects in UK schools. 
Exhibitions of his photographs and 
youth arts projects have been shown 
extensively across Europe, in Australia, 
in the United States, and in Palestine 
itself. His photos have been published 
by the British Journal of Photography, 
Times Educational Supplement, and 
Yorkshire Post, and in Palestine by Haq 
Al-Awda and Al Majdal. He currently 
lives in Palestine.

(Courtesy of the Publisher.)
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CD of the Month

Tamr ou’ Henna

In order to preserve Palestinian 
traditional music and songs, the Popular 
Art Centre (PAC) launched a major 
research project to record, collect, and 
catalogue traditional Palestinian music, 
songs, and instruments in 1994 following 
a six-month pilot project in 1992/93 in 
the Ramallah area in the West Bank. 
The aim of the project was to record 
music and songs from villages, refugee 
camps, and towns before this valuable 
cultural heritage gets lost. Over 220 
hours of recordings have been collected 
from the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and 
the Galilee, and photographs and video 
taken during the field work document 
the musicians, singers, and traditional 
ceremonies. 

An audiovisual library was established 
in PAC to house the tapes and other 
materials. This archive, which is the only 
traditional Palestinian music archive 
in existence, is an invaluable resource 
for the general public, musicians, 

ethnomusicologists, researchers, 
educational institutions, and future 
generations in Palestine. 

In order to revive the traditional music 
and song archive, PAC has produced 
its second CD, Tamr ou’ Henna, which 
includes a selection of 27 Palestinian 
popular songs from the archive. The 
collection includes tracks of popular verse 
called “Zajal,” “Dal’ouna,” “Al-Rouzana,” 
“Tamr el-Henna,” and others.

The CD is currently available at the 
Popular Art Centre.

The  Popu la r  A r t  Cen t re  (PAC) 
is a Palestinian non-governmental 
organisation that was founded in 1987 
to promote a vibrant and dynamic culture 
and art sector in Palestine. The PAC 
seeks to create a cultural environment 
that facilitates the building of a stronger 
connection between Palestinians and 
arts and culture. For more information, 
visit www.popularartcentre.org.
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http://www.pal-arc.org

Review date: 19 April 2010
Founded in 1983, the Palest inian 
Agricultural Relief Committees (PARC) 
is a national NGO involved in rural 
development and women’s empowerment. 
PARC’s site is available in English (default) 
and Arabic.

The site, which was “under construction” 
at the time of review, uses a three-column 
layout with various shades of olive. 
Sandwiched between a header featuring 
olive trees and an animated PARC logo 
and a footer area with a copyright notice, 
a stats counter, and a last-update date, 
the site contents are arranged as a main 
menu bar on top, an expansion of the 
active menu to the left, the main content 
area, and a right feature column.

The main menu starts with About PARC 
and is expanded in the left column. 
About PARC offers comprehensive 
information about the institution’s history, 
vision and mission, philosophy, scope of 
work, strategy, partners and supporters, 
branches and offices, and information 
about a PARC MIS (management 
information system), which seems to be 
operational but is not available online. 
Finally, all annual reports from 2001 to 
2008 are accessible through the graphic 
link that concludes the left column.

Our Programs lists the main activities 
carried out by PARC toward achieving its 
strategic goals. These range from land 
development to capacity building and 
empowerment of farmers, in general, and 
women and youth, in particular.

Our Projects seems to be incomplete as 
it lists ongoing, completed, and submitted 
projects, but there is only one single 
project listed.

The next item in the main menu is 
CORDA, which turns out to be an acronym 
for Coalition of Rural Development 
Associations. It provides a number of logos 

linked to websites of partner institutions.
Gallery is a “coming soon” section with 

a few thumbnails, and Links is another 
incomplete list of assorted related and 
non-related websites. There is nothing 
under Job Vacancies or Media except a 
“coming soon” promise.

Contact Us provides some basic 
information that includes a mailing address 
and branch-office phone numbers as 
well as website and e-mail addresses for 
PARC. A map with hotspots is available, 
but the links are not yet activated. 

The Arabic version of the site is available, 
partially, through a language switch under 
the menu bar next to a Site Map that 
displays the various site links in a tree 
view. A search box is also available above 
the left column but it searches Google, not 
PARC’s site.

The main content area on the homepage 
features excerpts from the About Us 
menu (history through 2008, identity, and 
message for 2009) with links to the rest of 
the relevant text.

The right-hand column is a mixture 
of featured and miscellaneous items. 
Under Latest News, you find links to the 
Arabic version and annual reports and 
an announcement that the site is under 
construction. Then there is a Projects 
section with three items linking to their own 
websites, a section titled Gaza (one page) 
and another called Video that features two 
documentaries about settlements and 
Jerusalem.

Rather than giving a verdict, let’s give 
PARC the benefit of the doubt and re-visit 
after the construction dust settles. The 
current site does not serve any of the 
intended constituents, and its online stats 
bear witness to this bitter fact.

Abed A. Khooli, IT/KM specialist
Mr. Khooli can be reached at 

akhooli@arabic2000.com.
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Between the Fleeting Words

Palestinian dabke troupe Al Zaytouna 
to launch new production in London, 
in tribute to Mahmoud Darwish.

Britain’s leading Palestinian theatrical 
dabke troupe, Al Zaytouna, will launch a 
brand-new full-length production entitled 
Between the Fleeting Words, directed by 
Ahmed Masoud and written by Ahmed 
Najar. The show fuses traditional dabke, 
contemporary dance, poetry, music, and 
digital media.  

The show is a unique tribute to the 
work of the late, great Palestinian poet 
Mahmoud Darwish, celebrating his poetry 
and the musical interpretations of his 
work, and using his words to tell the story 
of Palestine through the experiences of 
its people.   

Like the songs of Dalouna, Mijana and 
Zareef, Darwish’s words now play an 
important role in shaping the identity of 
diaspora Palestinians. Poems such as 
Write Down! I am an Arab; My Mother; 
and others have always connected 
Palestinians with their homeland, but 
for those living in the West they have 

become psalms of the human story of 
the Palestinian cause. This production 
brings into focus the suffering incurred in 
Palestine as a result of the occupation, 
using Darwish’s words as the backbone 
of the story.

The show also commemorates the 
62nd anniversary of the Nakba, and 
explores themes of identity, struggle, 
loss, and resistance – real issues which 
touch many members of the group and 
contribute to the passion with which they 
perform. The Nakba is a complicated 
term to translate to Westerners, not 
simply for linguistic reasons but also for 
psychological and cultural reasons as an 
expression of what it means to those who 
were made refugees and are still fighting 
for recognition of their identity. Between 
the Fleeting Words redefines this term 
using music, dance, and multimedia not 
only to lament the event but to celebrate 
those who are still trying to change the 
harsh reality on the ground. 

The production builds on the success 
of Al Zaytouna’s previous shows such as 
Ila Haifa (an adaptation of the Ghassan 
Kanafani novel of the same name) and 
Hassad Al Zaytouna, and continues to 
revitalise dabke, bringing a contemporary 
twist to this joyful and defiant dance form. 

Performance information
Date:  Thursday and Friday, 13 and 14 
May at 7:30 p.m.
Location:  Greenwood Theatre, Weston 
Street, London SE1 3RA 
Advance Tickets: £13 for Thursday, £16 
for Friday, plus booking fee
Booking: Visit www.alzaytouna.org or 
call seetickets at +44(0)8712 300 010
For press enquiries please contact 
Samer Ali at +44(0)7824 903 969 or 
e-mail info@alzaytouna.org. For more 
information on Al Zaytouna, please visit  
www.alzaytouna.org.
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Between Here and Somewhere Else
By Helen de Main and Maj Hasager

Between Here and Somewhere 
Else is a project that has been 
initiated by artists Helen de Main 
(UK) and Maj Hasager (DK) and 
developed from ongoing research 
carried out in the 1948 land of 
Pa les t ine  and the  occup ied 
Palestinian territories since 2007. 
Three exhibitions will take place in 
the Palestinian territories between 
April and June; the first is currently in 
Jerusalem and will be followed by another 
in Bethlehem and the third in Ramallah. The 
artists present different works in each location, 
connecting to their experiences of spending 
time in these sites. Areas were visited relating 
to the destroyed Palestinian villages of the 
1948 War, including Jaffa, al-Ramlah, Gaza, 
and Hebron as well Ramallah and Silwan. 

 At the current exhibition at al Hoash, de Main 
presents an installation of bronzes in Silwan 
Hoard – Abasi Family and a series of photo 
polymer prints, A Month in Ramallah – Al Quds/
Guardian; Hasager presents the photographic 
and textual historiography Memories of 
Imagined Places, the documentary film On 
Site, and the installation Imperial Airways 
Gaza.

These works explore ideas related to the 
production and subsequent narration of 
histories, through oral, written, and visual 
traditions and the role of personal and 
collective memory within these dialogues. They 
reference museum-like modes of presentation, 
as past and contemporary histories are 
examined through an archaeology of objects 
and stories collected from across the area. 

In Bethlehem the artists present works that 
draw upon the fabric of the surroundings, 
through architecture and the built environment; 
approaches to design, building, and the politics 
of spatiality in an area under occupation. The 
selection of photography, print, sculpture, and 
video explores systems of dislocation in the 
area. This is done through means of fences, 
barriers, roads, and tunnels, as well as past 

events, contrasting the infrastructure they 
purport to offer with the reality of separation 
and displacement.

The final exhibition in Ramallah focuses 
on the state of in-between or becoming 
within an urban context. The works play on 
the location of the gallery, situated within a 
traditional Palestinian villa, yet located in the 
West Bank’s fastest developing commercial, 
institutional, and cultural centre, the site itself 
describing a point upon the cusp of history and 
development. Works draw upon the potentiality 
contained within the idea of transformation 
and normalisation, whilst reflecting upon more 
tangible realities of commercialisation and 
fragmentation. 

Each of the exhibitions will be accompanied 
by a series of events and educational 
workshops that aim to create a platform for 
creative exchange of information and ideas.

Palestinian Art Court - Al Hoash, Jerusalem: 
22 April–28 May

Al-Kahf Gallery, The International Center of 
Bethlehem: 21 May–16 June

Khalil Sakakini Cultural Centre, Ramallah: 
10–24 June

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
www.betweenhere.net.
The exhibition is organised and supported 
by Palestinian Art Court - al Hoash, A.M. 
Qattan Foundation, The Arab Fund for 
Arts and Culture, ArtSchool Palestine, 
British Council, Danish Arts Council, The 
National Workshops for Art and Design, 
and Scottish Arts Council.
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Note: Please make sure to contact the venue to check whether the programme is still running.

Wednesday 5 
19:00 RCDF: Yaa Samar – USA, PNT
Thursday 6 
19:00 RCDF: Suzanne Miller and Allan Paivio- 
Canada, PNT
FILMS
Saturday 1 
19:00 To Shoot an Elephant, documentary by 
Albert Acre and Mohammad Rujilah, Al Hoash 
Sunday 2 
18:30 Shwesh, Shwesh and Dolls, a woman 
from Damascus (Arabic with Spanish subtitles), 
Educational Bookshop
Monday 3 
18:30 PalFest: Dam/Age, Educational Bookshop
Friday 7 
19:00 Osama, PNT
Saturday 8 
19:00 Border Town, PNT 
Sunday 9 
18:30 I am Gaza (Arabic with Spanish subtitles), 
Educational Bookshop
Sunday 16 
18:30 Inshallah Beijing (Arabic with Spanish 
subtitles), Educational Bookshop
Saturday 22 
19:00 The best collection of John Cusack: 
1408, PNT
Sunday 23 
19:00 The best collection of John Cusack: 
Identity, PNT
Monday 24 
19:00 The best collection of John Cusack: 
Married Child, PNT
Tuesday 25 
19:00 The best collection of John Cusack: Must 
Love Dogs PNT
Wednesday 26 
19:00 The best collection of John Cusack: The 
Contract, PNT
LECTURES
Saturday 1 
19:00 PalFest: Celebrating Taha Muhammad 
Ali, Beyond Fiction: Susan Abulhawa, Najwan 
Darwish, Selina Hastings, Arundhati Roy and 
James Wood, moderated by Ahdaf Soueif, PNT

EAST JERUSALEM (02)
Al Hambra Palace, tel. 626 3535; Al Ma'mal 
Foundation for Contemporary Art, tel. 628 3457; 
Center for Jerusalem Studies, tel. 628 7517; 
Educational Bookshop, tel. 627 5858; Greek 
Consulate, tel. 561 9583; Palestinian Art Court 
Al Hoash, tel. 627 3501; Palestinian National 
Theater (PNT), tel. 628 0957  
ART
Saturday 1 
17:00 Continuation of an art exhibition entitled 
"Between Here and Somewhere Else"  by Helen 
De Main and Maj Masager (through May 28 daily 
from 9:00 till 17:00 except Sundays), Al Hoash
Tuesday 11 
18:00 Inauguration of an art exhibition entitled 
"Jerusalem, Kufiyeh, Rock, Wall" by Atta Ewisat 
(through May 13 daily from 15:00 till 20:00), PNT
Tuesday 4
18:30 inauguration of an art exhibition entitled 
"Ode to Beirut" by Rachid Koraïchi, part of 
PalFest (through May 25 daily), Al Ma'mal
Thursday 20 
18:00 Inauguration of the second art auction, 
organized by the Palestinian Art Court Al Hoash, 
Al Hambra Palace
CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES
Saturday 8 
17:00 Play: The Game of the Colors, Palestinian 
National Theatre  
CONCERTS
Greek Cultural Week, organised by the Greek 
Consulate 
Tuesday 4 
19:30 Greek Cultural Week: Pappos- Razeli, 
popular music-buzuq, PNT
Tuesday 11 
18:00 Greek Cultural Week: Martha Frintzila 
traditional and contemporary music, CJS
Thursday 13 
19:00 Dramatic musical and dance performance 
by Ushak Troupe, PNT
Friday 14 
19:00 Dramatic musical and dance performance 
by Ushak Troupe, PNT
DANCE
Ramallah Contemporary Dance Festival (RCDF), 
organised by Sareyyet Ramallah 

LITERATURE
Thursday 6 
20:00 PalFest: Words that Move Us, the African 
Community Society Center
Saturday 8 
18:00 Book lunch entitled "Hamas from resistance 
to government," Educational Bookshop
TOURS
The tours "Jerusalem, a Palestinian Perspective" 
are organised by the Center for Jerusalem 
Studies of al Quds University (CJS). The dates 
of the tours are to be confirmed. For further 
information please call the Center for Jerusalem 
Studies, tel. 02- 628 7517
Saturday 1 
10:00 Artas lettuce festival (meeting point Center 
for Jerusalem Studies), Center for Jerusalem 
Studies
Saturday 8 
10:00 Al-Aqsa Mosque, (meeting point Center 
for Jerusalem Studies), Center for Jerusalem 
Studies
Saturday 15 
10:00 Arab neighborhoods in West Jerusalem 
(meeting point Center for Jerusalem Studies), 
Center for Jerusalem Studies
Saturday 22 
10:00 Latroun 67 villages (meeting point Center 
for Jerusalem Studies), Center for Jerusalem 
Studies
Saturday 29 
10:00 Old City tour (meeting point Center for 
Jerusalem Studies), Center for Jerusalem 
Studies

BETHLEHEM (02)
Dar Annadwa, tel. 277 0047; Greek Consulate, 
tel. 561 9583 
ART
Saturday 1
16:00 Inauguration of an art exhibition entitled 
"Milad Kanisah 1860- 2010” The Evangelical 
Lutheran Christmas Church: 150 years in the 
Christ's birthplace. Preaching, teaching and 
healing" (through May 15 daily), Dar Annadwa
Monday 3
17:00 Inauguration of an art exhibition entitled 
"Ode to Beirut" by Rachid Koraïchi as part of 
the 3rd Palestine Festival of Literature, curated 
by Misbah Deeb (through May 24 daily), Dar 
Annadwa
Wednesday 19
17:00 Inauguration of an art exhibition entitled " 
Between Heaven and Earth: A journey through 
Christian Ethiopia” by Nick Danziger, sponsored 
by the British Council (through May 27 daily), 
Dar Annadwa
Friday 21
17:00 Inauguration of an art exhibition entitled 

"Between Here and Somewhere Else" by Artists 
Helen de Main and Maj Hasager (through June 
16 daily), Dar Annadwa
CONCERT
Friday 7 
19:30 Greek Cultural Week: Pappos-Razeli 
popular music-buzuq, part of the organised 
by the Greek Consulate, Bethlehem Peace 
Center 
Sunday 30
17:00 Hope for the children in Palestine, by 
The Smile and Thanks group- Japan, Dar 
Annadwa 
DANCE
Saturday 8 
19:00 RCDF: "Speed" Suzanne Miller and Allan 
Paivio- Canada, organized by Sarryyet Ramallah, 
Dar Annadwa
Thursday 13 
19:30 Greek Cultural Week: Greek traditional 
dance-Alonaki, organised by the Greek 
Consulate, Convention Palace
FILMS
Monday 3 
18:00 PalFest: Dam/Age, Dar Annadwa
LITERATURE
Thursday 6
19:00 PalFest: Stage reading entitled "Sarhat 
Falastiniyya" in cooperation with Al Harah 
Theatre, Dar Annadwa

RAMALLAH (02)
Al Kasaba Theater and Cinematheque, tel. 296 
5292; Ashtar Theatre, tel. 298 0037; Franco-
German Cultural Center, tel. 298 1922; Greek 
Consulate, tel. 561 9583; Khalil Sakakini Cultural 
Center, tel. 298 7374; Palestinian Association 
for Contemporary Art (PACA), tel. 296 7601; 
Palestinian Association for Cultural Exchange 
(PACE), tel. 240 7611; Ramallah Cultural Palace, 
tel. 298 4704    
ART
Friday 7 
18:00 Inauguration of a photography exhibition 
entitled "Existence denied" by Madeleine Carrée 
and Andrea Micelli, Franco-German Cultural 
Center
Thursday 20 
18:00 Inauguration of a photography exhibition 
entitled "Street language," PACA
CONCERT
Greek Cultural Week, organised by the Greek 
Consulate
Thursday 6 
19:30 Greek Cultural Week: Pappos-Razeli 
popular music-buzuq, Khalil Sakakini Cultural 
Center
Wednesday 12 
19:30 Greek Cultural Week: Martha Frintzila- 
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traditional and contemporary music, Birzeit 
Old City
Sunday 30 
20:00 Live performance by the German 
HipHop act FIVA, supported by DJ Phek, Beit 
Anisseh 
DANCE
Ramallah Contemporary Dance Festival (RCDF), 
organised by Sareyyet Ramallah
Saturday 1 
19:00 RCDF: "Pavlova 3'23" by Mathilde Monnier 
– France, Al Kasaba
Sunday 2 
19:00 RCDF: The Angel Apparent by Leyya 
Tawil’s DANCE ELIXIR- Palestine/USA, Al 
Kasaba
Monday 3 
19:00 RCDF: In the Park, Al Kasaba
Tuesday 4 
19:00 RCDF: The Store by Yaa Samar! By Dance 
Theatre- Palestine/USA, Al Kasaba 
Wednesday 5 
19:00 RCDF: Speed by Suzanne Miller & 
Al lan Paiv io  Product ions-  Canada,  Al 
Kasaba 
Saturday 8 
19:00 RCDF: To the Ones I  Love by 
Compagnie THOR- Belgium, Ramallah Cultural 
Palace 
Monday 10 
19:30 Greek Cultural Week: Greek traditional 
dance-Alonaki, organized by the Greek 
Consulate, joined by El Funoun Dance Troupe, 
Ramallah Cultural Palace
FILMS
Sunday 2 
18:00 KinoKlub Europe: One day in Europe by 
Hannes Stöhr (German with English subtitles), 
Franco-German Cultural Center 
Thursday 6 
18:00 KinoKlub Europe: Rabit a la Berlin by 
Bartek Konopka (German/Polish with English 
subtitles), Franco-German Cultural Center
Sunday 9 
18:00 KinoKlub Europe: Solino by Fatih Akin 
(German with Arabic subtitles), Franco-German 
Cultural Center
Wednesday 12 
19:00 48 minutes for Palestine, Ashtar 
Theatre 
Tuesday 11 
18:00 Séminaire Raymond Depardon, Franco-
German Cultural Center
Wednesday 12 
18:00 Festival Très courts, Franco-German 
Cultural Center

Thursday 13 
18:00 Festival Très courts, Franco-German 
Cultural Center
Sunday 16 
18:00 KinoKlub Europe: Shouf Shouf Habibi 
by Albert ter Heerdt (Dutch /Arabic with 
English subtitles), Franco-German Cultural 
Center 
Monday 17 
18:00 KinoKlub Europe: Lichter- Distant Light by 
Hans-Christian (German with English subtitles), 
Franco-German Cultural Center 
Tuesday 18 
18:00 KinoKlub Europa: Kebab Connection 
by Anno Saul (German with English subtitles), 
Franco-German Cultural Center
Thursday 20 
16 :30  C inémois :  Baraka t  by  D jami la 
Sahraoui (French with English Subtitles), 
CCFA 
Sunday 23 
18:00 Cinémémoire : Mélo (French with English 
subtitles), CCFA
Monday 24 
18:00 Stranger in my home by Sahera 
Dirbas (Arabic with English Subtitles), CCFA 
 
Tuesday 25 
18:00 Cine-Chabab Festival: various short 
movies by young and gifted Palestinian directors, 
CCFA
\Wednesday 26 
18:00 Cine-Chabab Festival: various short 
movies by young and gifted Palestinian directors, 
CCFA
Thursday 27 
18:00 Cine-Chabab Festival: various short 
movies by young and gifted Palestinian directors, 
Franco-German Cultural Center 
LITERATURE
Monday 3 
18:00 Meeting and reading with the Franco-
Moroccan writer Youssef Amine El Alamy, 
Franco-German Cultural Center
Wednesday 5 
18:00 100 years birth of Jean Genet: reading 
by Redjep Mitrovitsa, Franco-German Cultural 
Center
Friday 7 
19:00 Poetry of Palestine: Spoken Words 
featuring Remi Kanazi and 14 new young 
poets with interludes by Tashweesh, Café La 
Vie 
Wednesday 19 
18:00 "The role of the European powers in 
Jerusalem" reading in English by Dr. Ali Qleibo, 
Franco-German Cultural Center

PLAYS
Tuesday 11 
19:00 48 minutes for Palestine, Ashtar Theatre
TOURS
Sunday 2 
9:00-17:00 Tour of Ramallah city and Vicinity, 
PACE

NABLUS (04)
Greek Consulate, tel. 561 9583; Palestinian 
Association for Cultural Exchange (PACE), tel. 
240 7611
CONCERT
Wednesday 5 
19:30 Greek Cul tura l  Week:  Pappos-
Razeli  popular music-buzuq, organised 
by the Greek Consulate, Zafer Al Masri 
Foundation 
TOURS
Sunday 9 
9:00-17:00 Tour of Nablus city and Vicinity, PACE
Sunday 30 
9:00-17:00 Tour of Nablus and Sabstiya, PACE

HEBRON (02)
Children Happiness Center, tel. 229 9545; Greek 
Consulate, tel. 561 9583; Palestinian Association 
for Cultural Exchange (PACE), tel. 240 7611
CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES
Saturday 8 
16:00 Greek Cultural Week: music and games 
for children, Child Happiness Center 
CONCERT
Saturday 8 
18:00 Greek Cultural Week: Martha Frintzila-
traditional and contemporary music, organised 
by the Greek Consulate, Child Happiness 
Center 
DANCE
Saturday 8 
19:00 Greek Cultural Week: Greek traditional 
dance-Alonaki, organised by the Greek 
Consulate, Child Happiness Center 

TOURS
Sunday 23 
9:00-17:00 Tour of Hebron city, PACE

JERICHO (02)
Palestinian Association for Cultural Exchange 
(PACE), tel. 240 7611
TOURS
Sunday 16 
9:00-17:00 Tour of Jericho city and Vicinity, PACE

GAZA (08)
The French Cultural Center, tel. 286 7883
ART 
Thursday 13
15:00 Inauguration of a photography exhibition 
entitled "Impressions and Presence" by Rula 
Halawani (through May 30 daily), French Cultural 
Center
FILMS 
Arte Channel Festival, organised by the French 
Cultural Center
Wednesday 26
18:00 Arte Channel Festival: Fix Me by Raed 
Andoni, PRCS
Thursday 27
18:00 Arte Channel Festival: Weapons, traffic and 
State reason, French Cultural Center
Friday 28
18:00 Arte Channel Festival: Cuba, an African 
odyssey, French Cultural Center
Saturday 29
18:00 Arte Channel Festival:  Piotr Anderszewski, 
a not quiet travelle, French Cultural Center
Sunday 30
18:00 Arte Channel Festival: Santa Fe street, a 
revolutionary love , French Cultural Center
SPECIAL EVENTS
Tuesday 18
10:00 - 17:00 Study in Europe (a day of 
information for all the students), in cooperation 
with the European Commission, the Spanish 
Consulate, the Italian Consulate and the German 
Consulate, French Cultural Center
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East Jerusalem (02)
Al-Jawal Theatre Group
Telefax: 628 0655
Alruwah Theatre
Tel: 626 2626
alruwahtheatre2000@yahoo.com
Al-Ma’mal Foundation for Contemporary Art
Tel: 628 3457, Fax: 627 2312
info@almamalfoundation.org
www.almamalfoundation.org
Al-Urmawi Centre for Mashreq Music
Tel: 234 2005, Fax: 234 2004 
info@urmawi.org, www.urmawi.org
Ashtar for Theatre Productions & Training
Telefax: 582 7218
info@ashtar-theatre.org, www.ashtar-theatre.org
British Council
Tel: 626 7111, Fax: 628 3021
information@ps.britishcouncil.org 
www.britishcouncil.org/ps
Center for Jerusalem Studies/Al-Quds University
Tel: 628 7517
cjs@planet.edu, www.jerusalem-studies.alquds.edu
Community Action Centre (CAC)
Tel: 627 3352, Fax: 627 4547
www.cac.alquds.edu
Educational Bookshop
Tel: 627 5858, Fax: 628 0814
info@educationalbookshop.com, www.educationalbookshop.com
El-Hakawati Theatre Company
Tel: 583 8836, Mobile: 0545 835 268
f.abousalem@gmail.com, www.el-hakawati.org
French Cultural Centre
Tel: 628 2451 / 626 2236, Fax: 628 4324 
ccfjeru@consulfrance-jerusalem.org
Gallery Anadiel
Tel: 628 2811, Fax: 626 4403
Issaf Nashashibi Center for Culture & 
Literature
Telefax: 581 8232
isaaf@alqudsnet.com
Jerusalem Centre for Arabic Music
Tel: 627 4774, Fax: 656 2469
mkurd@yahoo.com
Palestinian Art Court - Al Hoash
Telefax: 627 3501
info@alhoashgallery.org, www.alhoashgallary.org
Palestinian National Theatre
Tel: 628 0957, Fax: 627 6293
info@pnt-pal.org
Public Affairs Office
Tel: 628 2456, Fax: 628 2454 
www.uscongen-jerusalem.org
Sabreen Association for Artistic 
Development
Tel: 532 1393, Fax: 532 1394 
sabreen@sabreen.org, www.sabreen.org
Sanabel Culture & Arts Theatre
Tel: 671 4338, Fax: 673 0993
sanabeltheatre@yahoo.com
The Edward Said National 
Conservatory of Music

Tel: 627 1711, Fax: 627 1710 
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, www.birzeit.edu/music
Theatre Day Productions
Tel: 585 4513, Fax: 583 4233
tdp@theatreday.org, www.theatreday.org
Turkish Cultural Centre
Tel: 591 0530/1, Fax: 532 3310
kudustur@netvision.net.il
www.kudusbk.com
Yabous Productions
Tel: 626 1045; Fax: 626 1372
info@yabous.org, www.yabous.org

Bethlehem (02)
Al-Harah Theatre
Telefax: 276 7758
alharahtheater@yahoo.com
info@alharah.org, www.alharah.org

Alliance Française de Bethléem
Telefax: 275 0777
afbeth@p-ol.com

Anat Palestinian Folk & Craft Center
Telefax: 277 2024
marie_musslam@yahoo.com

Arab Educational Institute (AEI)-Open 
Windows
Tel: 274 4030
www.aeicenter.org

Artas Folklore Center
Tel: 276 0533, Mobile: 0599 938 0887 
artasfc@yahoo.com

Badil Centre
Tel: 277 7086

Beit Jala Community Based-Learning 
& Action Center
Tel: 277 7863

Bethlehem Academy of Music/ Bethlehem 
Music Society
Tel: 277 7141, Fax: 277 7142

Bethlehem Peace Center
Tel: 276 6677, Fax: 276 4670 
info@peacenter.org, www.peacenter.org

Cardinal House
Telefax: 276 4778
info@cardinalhouse.org, www.cardinalhouse.org

Catholic Action Cultural Center
Tel: 274 3277, Fax 274 2939 
info@ca-b.org, www.ca-b.org

Centre for Cultural Heritage Preservation
Tel: 276 6244, Fax: 276 6241 
info@bethlehem2000.org
www.bethlehem2000.org/cchp

Inad Centre for Theatre & Arts
Telefax: 276 6263 
www.inadtheatre.org

International Centre of Bethlehem-Dar 
Annadwa
Tel: 277 0047, Fax: 277 0048 

addar@annadwa.org
www.annadwa.org

ITIP Center “Italian Tourist Information Point”
Telefax: 276 0411
itipcenter@yahoo.com

Palestinian Heritage Center
Telefax: 274 2381, 274 2642
mahasaca@palestinianheritagecenter.com
www.phc.ps

Palestinian Group for the Revival of Popular 
Heritage
Telefax: 274 7945

Relief International - Schools Online 
Bethlehem Community Based-Learning & 
Action Center
Tel: 277 7863

Sabreen Association for Artistic 
Development
Tel: 275 0091, Fax: 275 0092
sabreen@sabreen.org, www.sabreen.org 

Tent of Nations
Tel: 274 3071, Fax: 276 7446
tnations@p-ol.com, www.tentofnations.org

The Edward Said National Conservatory of 
Music
Telefax: 274 8726
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, www.birzeit.edu/music

The Higher Institute of Music
Telefax: 275 2492 
highiom@hotmail.com
www.thehigherinstituteofmusic.ps

Turathuna - Centre for Palestinian Heritage 
(B.Uni.)
Tel: 274 1241, Fax: 274 4440 
pdaoud@bethlehem.edu, www.bethlehem.edu

Hebron (02)
Al Sanabl Centre for Studies and Heritage
Tel: 256 0280
e-mail: sanabelssc@yahoo.com
www.sanabl.org, www.sanabl.ps

Association d’Echanges Culturels Hebron-
France (AECHF)
Telefax: 222 4811
info@hebron-france.org, wwww.hebron-france.org

Beit Et Tifl Compound
Telefax: 229 1559
tdphebron@alqudsnet.com

British Council- Palestine Polytechnic University
Telefax: 229 3717
information@ps.britishcouncil.org  
www.britsishcouncil.org.ps

Children Happiness Center
Telefax: 229 9545
children_hc@yahoo.com

Dura Cultural Martyrs Center
Tel: 228 3663
nader@duramun.org, www.duramun.org

Palestinian Child Arts Center (PCAC)
Tel: 222 4813, Fax: 222 0855 
pcac@hotmail.com, www.pcac.net

Yes Theater
Telefax: 229 1559, 
www.yestheatre.org, info@yestheatre.org

The International Palestinian Youth League 
(IPYL)
Tel:222 9131, Fax: 229 0652
itv@ipyl.org, www.ipyl.org

Jericho (02)
Jericho Community Centre
Telefax: 232 5007

Jericho Culture & Art Center
Telefax: 232 1047

Municipality Theatre
Tel: 232 2417, Fax: 232 2604

Jenin (04)
Hakoura Center
Telfax: 250 4773 
center@hakoura-jenin.ps, www.hakoura-jenin.ps

The Freedom Theatre/Jenin Refugee Camp
Tel: 250 3345
 info@thefreedomtheatre.org

Nablus (09)
British Council- Al Najah University
Telefax: 237 5950
information@ps.britishcouncil.org  
www.britishcoumcil.org/ps

Cultural Centre for Child Development
Tel: 238 6290, Fax: 239 7518
nutaleb@hotmail.com, www.nutaleb.cjb.net

Cultural Heritage Enrichment Center
Tel. 237 2863, Fax. 237 8275
arafatn24@yahoo.com

French Cultural Centre
Tel: 238 5914, Fax: 238 7593  
ccfnaplouse@consulfrance-jerusalem.org

Nablus The Culture
Tel: 233 2084, Fax: 234 5325  
info@nablusculture.ps, www.nablusculture.ps

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02)
A. M. Qattan Foundation
Tel: 296 0544, Fax: 298 4886 
info@qattanfoundation.org, www.qattanfoundation.org

Al-Kamandjâti Association
Tel: 297 3101
info@alkamandjati.com, www.alkamandjati.com

Al Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque
Tel: 296 5292/3, Fax: 296 5294 
info@alkasaba.org, www.alkasaba.org

Al-Rahhalah Theatre
Telefax: 298 8091
alrahhalah@hotmail.com

Amideast
Tel: 240 8023, Fax: 240 8017 
westbank-gaza@amideast.org, www.amideast.org
ArtSchool Palestine
Tel: 295 9837 
info@artschoolpalestine.com, www.artschoolpalestine.com
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Ashtar for Theatre Production
Tel: 298 0037, Fax: 296 0326 
info@ashtar-theatre.org, www.ashtar-theatre.org
Baladna Cultural Center
Telfax: 295 8435
BirZeit Ethnographic and Art Museum 
Tel. 298 2976
www.virtualgallery.birzeit.edu
British Council
Tel: 296 3293-6, Fax: 296 3297
information@ps.britishcouncil.org  
www.britishcouncil.org/ps
Carmel Cultural Foundation
Tel: 298 7375, Fax: 298 7374
El-Funoun Dance Troupe
Tel: 240 2853, Fax: 240 2851
info@el-funoun.org, www.el-funoun.org
First Ramallah Group, Sareyyet Ramallah
Tel: 295 2706 - 295 2690, Fax: 298 0583 
sirreyeh@palnet.com, www.sirreyeh.org
Franco-German Cultural Centre Ramallah
Tel: 298 1922 / 7727, Fax: 298 1923
info@ccf-goethe.org, www.ccf-goethe-ramallah.org
Greek Cultural Centre - “Macedonia”
Telefax: 298 1736/ 298 0546
makdonia@palnet.com
In’ash Al-Usra Society- Center for Heritage 
& Folklore Studies
Tel: 240 1123 / 240 2876, Telefax: 240 1544
usra@palnet.com, www.inash.org
Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center
Tel: 298 7374, Fax: 296 6820 
sakakini@sakakini.org, www.sakakini.org
Manar Cultural Center
Tel: 295 7937, Fax: 298 7598
Mazra’a Qibliyeh Heritage and Tourism Centre
Telefax: 281 5825
mazraaheritage@yahoo.com
www.geocities.com/mazraaheritage/
Palestinian Association  
for Contemporary Art PACA
Tel: 296 7601, fax: 295 1849
paca@pal-paca.org, www.pal-paca.org
Palestinian Association for Cultural 
Exchange (PACE)
Tel: 240 7611, Telfax: 240 7610
pace@p-ol.com, www.pace.ps
Popular Art Center 
Tel: 240 3891, Fax: 240 2851
info@popularartcentre.org, www.popularartcentre.org
Ramallah Cultural Palace
Tel: 298 4704 / 295 2105, Fax: 295 2107
rcpevents@ramallah-city.org
www.ramallahculturalpalace.org
RIWAQ: Centre for Architectural 
Conservation
Tel: 240 6887, Fax: 240 6986 
riwaq@palnet.com, www.riwaq.org
Sandouq Elajab Theatre
Tel: 296 5638, 295 3206
sandouqelajab@yahoo.com

Shashat
Tel: 297 3336, Fax: 297 3338
info@shashat.org, www.shashat.org
Sharek Youth Forum
Tel: 296 7741, Fax: 296 7742
info@sharek.ps, www.sharek.ps
Tamer Institute for Community Education
Tel: 298 6121/ 2, Fax: 298 8160
tamer@palnet.com, www.tamerinst.org
The Edward Said National Conservatory of 
Music
Tel: 295 9070, Fax: 295 9071
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, www.birzeit.edu/music
The Palestinian Circus School
Tel: 0545- 671 911 or 0599- 926 107
www.palcircus.ps, info@ palcircus.ps 
The Palestinian Network of Art Centres
Tel: 298 0036, 296 4348/9, Fax: 296 0326
iman_aoun@yahoo.com
The Spanish Cultural Center
Tel. 295 0893, chp@panoramacenter.org
Young Artist Forum
Telefax: 296 7654
yaf@palnet.com

Gaza Strip (08)  
Al-Qattan Centre for the Child
Tel: 283 9929, Fax: 283 9949 
reem@qcc.qattanfoundation.org
www.qattanfoundation.org/qcc
Arts & Crafts Village
Telefax: 284 6405 
artvlg@palnet.com, www.gazavillage.org
Ashtar for Culture & Arts
Telefax: 283 3565
atlas9@palnet.com
Fawanees Theatre Group
Telefax: 288 4403
Culture & Light Centre
Telefax: 286 5896, ifarah@palnet.com
French Cultural Centre
Tel :286 7883, Fax : 282 8811
ccfgaza@consulfrance-jerusalem.org
Gaza Theatre 
Tel: 282 4860, Fax: 282 4870
Global Production and Distribution
Telefax: 288 4399
art.global@yahoo.com
Dialogpunkt Deutsch Gaza (Goethe-Insitut) 
Tel: 282 0203, Fax: 282 1602
Holst Cultural Centre 
Tel: 281 0476, Fax: 280 8896 
mcrcg@palnet.com
Theatre Day Productions
Telefax: 283 6766
tdpgaza@palnet.com
Windows from Gaza For Contemporary Art 
Mob. 0599 781 227 - 0599 415 045
info@artwfg.ps
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St. Andrew’s Scottish Guesthouse  
“The Scottie” (17 rooms + 1 hostel)
Tel: 673 2401; Fax: 673 1711
standjer@netvision.net.il, www.scothotels.co.il

St. George Hotel (144 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 7232 - 627 7323, Fax: 628 2575
stgeorge1@bezeqint.net, www.hotelstgeorge-jer.com

St. George’s Pilgrim Guest House 
(25 rooms; bf; res)
Tel: 628 3302, Fax: 628 2253 
sghostel@bezeqint.net

Strand Hotel (88 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 628 0279, Fax: 628 4826

Victoria Hotel (50 rooms; bf; res)
Tel: 627 4466, Fax: 627 4171

Bethlehem (02)
Alexander Hotel (42 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 277 0780, Fax: 277 0782

Al-Salam Hotel (26 rooms; 6f; mr; cf; res)
Tel: 276 4083/4, Fax: 277 0551
samhotel@p-ol.com

Beit Al-Baraka Youth Hostel (19 rooms)
Tel: 222 9288, Fax: 222 9288

Beit Ibrahim Guesthouse
Tel: 274 2613, Fax: 274 4250
reception@luthchurch.com 
www.abrahams-herberge.com

Bethlehem Hotel (209 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 277 0702, Fax: 277 0706 
bhotel@p-ol.com

Bethlehem Inn (36 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 2424, Fax: 274 2423

Bethlehem Star Hotel (72 rooms; cf; bf; res)
Tel: 274 3249 - 277 0285, Fax: 274 1494 
htstar@palnet.com

Casanova Hospice (60 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 274 3981, Fax: 274 3540

Casanova Palace Hotel (25 rooms; bf; res)
Tel: 274 2798, Fax: 274 1562

Everest Hotel (19 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 2604, Fax: 274 1278

Lawrence Hotel (30 rooms; business facilites; res)
Tel: 626 4208, Fax: 627 1285 
karine@actcom.co.il

Legacy Hotel
Tel: 627 0800, Fax: 627 7739 
rani@jerusalemlegacy.com, www.jerusalemlegacy.com

Metropol Hotel
Tel: 628 2507, Fax: 628 5134

Mount of Olives Hotel (61 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 4877, Fax: 626 4427 
info@mtolives.coml, www.mtolives.com

Mount Scopus Hotel (65 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 582 8891, Fax: 582 8825 
mtscopus@netvision.net.il

New Imperial Hotel (45 rooms)
Tel: 627 2000, Fax: 627 1530

New Metropole Hotel (25 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 628 3846, Fax: 627 7485

New Regent Hotel (24 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 4540, Fax: 626 4023 
atictour@palnet.com

New Swedish Hostel
Tel: 627 7855, Fax: 626 4124
swedishhost@yahoo.com 
www.geocities.com/swedishhostel

Notre Dame Guesthouse
Tel: 627 9111, Fax: 627 1995

Petra Hostel and Hotel
Tel: 628 6618

Pilgrims Inn Hotel (16 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 2416
info@goldenwalls.com 

Ritz Hotel Jerusalem (104 rooms, bf, mr)
Tel: 626 9900, Fax: 626 9910
reservations@jerusalemritz.com
www.jerusalemritz.com

Rivoli Hotel
Tel: 628 4871, Fax: 627 4879

Savoy Hotel (17 rooms)
Tel: 628 3366, Fax: 628 8040

Seven Arches Hotel (197 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 626 7777, Fax: 627 1319  
svnarch@trendline.co.il

Gloria Hotel (94 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 628 2431, Fax: 628 2401 
gloriahl@netvision.net.il

Golden Walls Hotel (112 rooms)
Tel: 627 2416, Fax: 626 4658
info@goldenwalls.com, www.goldenwalls.com

Holy Land Hotel (105 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 2888, Fax: 628 0265 
info@holylandhotel.com, www.holylandhotel.com

Jerusalem Hotel (14 rooms; bf; mr; res; live music)
Tel: 628 3282, Fax: 628 3282 
raed@jrshotel.com, www.jrshotel.com 

Jerusalem Claridge Hotel (30 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 656 4393, Fax: 656 4394
claridge@palnet.com, www.jerusalemclaridge.com

Jerusalem Meridian Hotel 
(74 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 5212, Fax: 628 5214 
www.jerusalem-meridian.com

Jerusalem Panorama Hotel 
(74 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 4887, Fax: 627 3699 
panorama@alqudsnet.com
www.jerusalempanoramahotel.com

Hashimi Hotel
Tel: 628 4410, Fax: 628 4667 
info@hashimihotel.com

Knights Palace Guesthouse (50 rooms)
Tel: 628 2537, Fax: 628 2401, kp@actcom.co.il

East Jerusalem (02)
Addar Hotel (30 suites; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 626 3111, Fax: 626 0791
www.addar-hotel.com

Alcazar Hotel (38 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 1111; Fax: 628 7360 
admin@jrscazar.com, www.jrscazar.com

Ambassador Hotel (122 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 541 2222, Fax: 582 8202 
reservation@jerusalemambassador.com 
www.jerusalemambassador.com

American Colony Hotel(84 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 9777, Fax: 627 9779 
reserv@amcol.co.il, www.americancolony.com

Austrian Hospice
Tel: 626 5800, Fax: 627 1472
office@austrianhospice.com 
www.austrianhospice.com

Azzahra Hotel (15 rooms, res)
Tel: 628 2447, Fax: 628 3960
azzahrahotel@shabaka.net, www.azzahrahotel.com

Capitol Hotel (54 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 2561/2, Fax: 626 4352

Christmas Hotel
Tel: 628 2588, Fax: 626 4417
christmashotel@bezeqint.net, www.christmas-hotel.com

Commodore Hotel (45 rooms; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 1414, Fax: 628 4701
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Grand Hotel (107 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 1602 - 274 1440, Fax: 274 1604 
grandhotel_beth@hotmail.com

Golden Park Resort & Hotel (Beit Sahour) 
(54 rooms; res, bar, pool)
Tel: 277 4414

House of Hope Guesthouse
Tel: 274 2325, Fax: 274 0928
Guesthouse@houseofhopemd.org

Inter-Continental Hotel (Jacir Palace) 
(250 rooms; su; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770

Lutheran Guesthouse “Abu Gubran”
Tel: 277 0047

Murad Tourist Resort
Tel: 2759880, Fax:2759881
www.murad.ps

Nativity BELLS Hotel (65 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 8880, Fax: 274 8870 
nativitybells@palnet.com, www.nativitybellshotel.ps

Nativity Hotel (89 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 277 0650, Fax: 274 4083 
nativity@nativity-hotel.com, www.nativity-hotel.com

Paradise Hotel (166 rooms;cf;bf;mr;res;su;pf)
Tel: 274 4542/3 - 274 4544 
paradise@p-ol.com

St. Antonio Hotel (36 rooms; mr; cf;res;pf)
Tel: 276 6221, Fax: 276 6220

Santa Maria Hotel (83 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 276 7374/5/6, Fax: 276 7377
smaria@p-ol.com

Shepherd Hotel
Tel: 274 0656, Fax: 274 4888 
info@shepherdhotel.com, www.shepherdhotel.com

St. Nicholas Hotel (25 rooms; res; mr)
Tel: 274 3040/1/2, Fax: 274 3043

Saint Vincent Guest House (36 rooms)
Tel: 276 0967/8, Fax: 276 0970
svincent@p-ol.com, www.saintvincentguesthouse.net 

Talita Kumi Guest House (22 rooms; res; mr; cf)
Tel: 274 1247, Fax: 274 1847

Zaituna Tourist Village
Tel: 275 0655

Jericho (02)
Al- Zaytouna Guest House (7 rooms; bf; res; mr)
Telefax: 274 2016 Deir Hijleh Monastery
Tel: 994 3038, 0505 348 892

Hisham Palace Hotel
Tel: 232 2414, Fax: 232 3109

Inter-Continental Jericho 
(181 rooms; su; bf; cf; mr; res; ter; tb)
Tel: 231 1200, Fax: 231 1222

Jericho Resort Village 
(60 rooms; 46 studios; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 232 1255, Fax: 232 2189 
reservation@jerichoresorts.com, www.jerichoresorts.com

Jerusalem Hotel (22 rooms)
Tel: 232 2444, Fax: 992 3109

Telepherique & Sultan Tourist Center 
(55 rooms)
Tel: 232 1590, Fax: 232 1598  
info@jericho-cablecar.com

Hebron (02)
Hebron Hotel
Tel: 225 4240 / 222 9385, Fax: 222 6760
e-mail: hebron_hotel@hotmail.com

Regency Hotel (76 rooms; su; res; tb; cf; bf)
Tel: 225 7389/98, Fax: 225 7388 
regency@palnet.com, www.hebron-regency.com  

Nablus (09)
Al-Qaser Hotel (38 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 238 5444, Fax: 238 5944 
alqasr@netvision.net.il

Al-Yasmeen Hotel & Souq 
(30 rooms; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 233 3555 Fax: 233 3666  
yasmeen@palnet.com, www.alyasmeen.com

Asia Hotel (28 rooms, res)
Telefax: 238 6220

Chrystal Motel (12 rooms)
Telefax: 233 3281

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02)
Al-A’in Hotel (24 rooms and suites; mr; cf)
Tel: 240 5925 - 240 4353 Fax: 240 4332
alainhotel@hotmail.com

Al-Bireh Tourist Hotel (50 rooms; cf; res)
Telefax: 240 0803

Al-Hajal Hotel (22 rooms; bf)
Telefax: 298 7858

Al-Murouj Pension (Jifna village) (8 rooms; res)
Telefax: 281 0881

Al-Wihdah Hotel
Telefax: 298 0412

Ankars Suites and Hotel (30 suites)
Tel: 295 2602, Fax: 295 2603
info@ankarssuiteshotel.ps

Best Eastern Hotel (91 rooms; cf; res)
Tel: 296 0450, Fax: 295 8452  
besteastern@jrol.com

City Inn Palace Hotel (47 rooms; bf; cf; res)
Tel: 240 8080, Fax: 240 8091
cityinnpalace@gmail.com, www.cityinnpalace.com

Grand Park Hotel & Resorts 
(84 rooms; 12 grand suites; bf; cf; mr; res; sp; pf)
Tel: 298 6194, Fax: 295 6950 
info@grandpark.com

Gemzo Suites 
(90 executive suites; cs; mr; pf; gm; res) 
Tel: 240 9729, Fax: 240 9532
gemzo@palnet.com, www.gemzosuites.net

Manarah Hotel
Tel: 295 2122, Telefax: 295 3274
manarah@hotmail.com, www.manarahhotel.com.ps

Merryland Hotel (25 rooms)
Tel: 298 7176, Telefax: 298 7074

Rocky Hotel (22 rooms; cf; res; ter)
Tel: 296 4470, Telefax: 296 1871

Pension Miami (12 rooms)
Telefax: 295 6808

Ramallah Hotel (22 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 295 3544, Fax: 295 5029

Retno Hotel (15 rooms & su; res; mr; gm; sp)
Telefax: 295 0022 
retnohotel@yahoo.com

Royal Court Suite Hotel (34 suites; res; mr; ter; 
cf; pf; i)
Tel: 296 4040, Fax: 296 4047

Gaza Strip (08)
Adam Hotel (76 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Telefax: 282 3521/19

Al-Deira (11 suites; cf; mr; res; ter)
Tel: 283 8100/200/300, Fax: 283 8400 
ADEIRA@P-I-S.com 

Al-Quds In ter na tional Hotel 
(44 rooms; 2 suites; bf; mr; res)
Telefax: 282 5181 - 282 6223 - 286 3481 - 282 2269

Al-Waha Hotel 
Tel: 287 0880, Fax: 287 0889

Beach Hotel (25 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Telefax: 282 5492 - 284 8433

Cliff Hotel (24 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 282 3450, Fax: 282 0742

Commodore Gaza Hotel (120 rooms;su; bf)
Tel: 283 4400, Fax: 282 2623
hotel@commodorgaza.com

Gaza International Hotel 
(30 rooms; bf; cf; res; sp)
Tel: 283 0001/2/3/4, Fax: 283 0005

Grand Palace Hotel 
(20 rooms; cr; mr; cf; res; internet)
Tel: 284 9498/6468, Fax: 284 9497 
grand_palace@p-i-s.com

Hotel Sea Breeze 
Tel: 283 0277 - 284 2654, Fax: 282 4231 

Marna House (17 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 282 2624, Fax: 282 3322

Palestine Hotel (54 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 282 3355, Fax: 286 0056

Jenin (04)
Haddad Hotel & Resort
Tel: 241 7010/1/2, Fax: 241 7013
haddadbooking@ymail.com 
www.haddadtourismvillage.com

Key: su = suites, bf = business facilities; mr = meeting rooms, cr = conference facilities; res = restaurant, 
 ter = terrace bar; tb = turkish bath, cf = coffee shop; gm = gym; pf = parking facilities, sp = swimming pool
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Nablus (09)
Salim Afandi 
Tel: 237 1332

Zeit Ou Zaater  
(Al-Yasmeen Hotel)
Tel: 238 3164, Fax: 233 3666

Ramallah & 
Al-Bireh (02)
Al Makan
Tel: 295 7676, Fax: 297 1776

Almonds
Tel: 295 7028

Al-Aseel
Tel: 298 0456

Angelo’s 
Tel: 295 6408 - 298 1455

Avenue Restaurant
Tel: 296 3633

Azure Restaurant & 
Coffeeshop
Telefax: 295 7850

Baba's Brunch
Tel. 2976931

Baladna Ice Cream
Telefax: 295 6721

Birth Café 
Tel: 297 6614

Caesar’s (Grand Park Hotel)
Tel: 298 6194

Café De La Paix
Tel: 298 0880

Café Mocha Rena
Tel: 298 1460

Casablanca
Tel: 298 7658

Chinese House Restaurant
Tel: 296 4081

Darna
Tel: 295 0590/ 1

Diwan Art coffee Shop
Tel: 296 6483

Do Re Mi Café (Royal Court)
Tel: 296 4040

Elite Coffee House 
Tel: 296 5169

Ein Al-Marj (Birzeit) 
Tel: 281 0220/ 1

European Coffee Shop
Tel: 295 7031 - 296 6505

Express Pizza 
Tel: 296 6566

Fawanees
Tel: 298 7046

Karkar Café
Tel: 296 3643

K5M - Caterers
Tel: 295 6813

Mac Chain Restaurant
Tel: 297 2125

Mac Simon
Tel: 297 2088

Mr. Donuts Café
Tel: 240 7196

Mr. Fish
Tel: 295 9555

Mr. Pizza 
Tel: 240 3016 - 240 8182

Muntaza Restaurant & 
Garden
Tel: 295 6835

Na3Na3 Café
Tel: 296 4606

Osama’s Pizza
Tel: 295 3270

Pesto Café and Restaurant
Tel: 297 0705, 297 0706

Pizza Inn
Tel: 298 1181/ 2 /3

Plaza Restaurant & Park
Tel: 295 6020, Fax: 296 4693

Pollo-Loco (Mexican)
Tel: 298 1984

Pronto Resto-Café (Italian) 
Tel: 298 7312

Rukab’s Ice Cream
Tel: 295 3467

Saba Sandwiches
Tel: 296 0116

Samer 
Tel: 240 5338 - 240 3088

Sangria’s 
Tel: 295 6808

Shukeireh Restaurant 
Tel: 297 5233

Sinatra Cafe & Cheese Cake
Tel: 2971028 

Sky Bar (Ankars Suites and Hotel)
Tel: 295 2602

Stones
Tel: 296 6038

Tabash (Jifna village)
Tel: 281 0932

Tal El-Qamar Roof 
Tel: 298 7905/ 6

The Orthodox Club 
Tel: 295 6520

Tomasso’s
Tel: 240 9991/ 2

Tropicana
Tel: 297 5661

UpTown (Ankars Suites & Hotel)
Tel: 295 2602

Vatche’s Garden 
Restaurant
Tel: 296 5966 - 296 5988

Zam’n Premium Coffee
Tel: 295 0600

Zan Restaurant and Pub
Tel: 297 0548

Zarour Bar BQ
Tel: 295 6767 - 296 4480 
Fax: 296 4357

Zeit ou Zaater
Tel: 295 4455

Ziryab
Tel: 295 9093

Gaza Strip (08)
Al-Andalus
Tel: 282 1272 - 283 3769

Al-Deira
Tel: 283 8100/ 200/ 300
Al-Diwanea Tourist
Tel: 282 5062

Alladin
Tel: 282 3355

Al-Marsa
Tel: 286 3599

Al-Molouke
Tel: 286 8397

Al-Salam
Tel: 282 2705, Telefax: 283 3188

Al-Sammak
Tel: 286 4385

Al-Sammak Ghornata
Tel: 284 0107

Al-Sayyad
Tel: 283 4779

La Mirage
Tel: 286 5128

Lido
Tel: 286 4198

Matouq
Tel: 282 6245 - 282 1399

Roots - The Club
Tel: 288 8666 - 282 3999  
282 3777

Whispers
Tel: 282 1011

Nakashian Gallery Cafe 
Tel: 627 8077

Notre Dame - La Rotisserie
Tel: 627 9114, Fax: 627 1995

Panorama Restaurant
Tel: 626 3344

Papa Andreas
Tel: 628 4433, Fax:627 5224

Pasha’s 
Tel: 582 5162 - 532 8342

Patisserie Suisse
Tel: 628 4377

Pizza House
Tel: 627 3970 - 628 8135

Popular Arab 
Tel: 583 3226

Rossini's Restaurant Bar 
Tel: 628 2964

Shababeek Restuarant 
Tel: 532 2626, Fax: 532 2636

Shalizar Restuarant 
Tel: 582 9061

The Gate Café
Tel: 627 4282

The Patio (Christmas Hotel)
Tel: 628 2588 - 626 4418

Versavee Bistro (Bar and Café)
Tel: 627 6160

Victoria Restaurant 
Tel: 628 3051

Bethlehem (02)
Abu Eli Restaurant
Tel. 274 1897

Abu Shanab Restaurant
Tel: 274 2985

Al-Hakura Restaurant
Tel: 277 3335

Akkawi Café
Tel: 274 8447

Al Makan Bar (Jacir Palace 
Inter-Continental Bethlehem)
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770

Baidar (Jacir Palace Inter-
Continental Bethlehem)
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770

Balloons
Tel: 275 0221, Fax: 277 7115

Bonjour Restaurant and 
Café
Tel: 274 0406

Café Sima
Tel: 275 2058

Cigar Bar (Jacir Palace 
Inter-Continental Bethlehem)
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770

Dar al Balad
Tel: 274 9073

Dar Jdoudnah Coffee 
Shop
Tel: 274 3212

Grotto Restuarant 
Tel: 274 8844, Fax: 274 8889

Golden Roof
Tel: 274 3224 

Il’iliyeh Restaurant 
Tel: 277 0047

La Terrasse
Tel: 275 3678

Mariachi (Grand Hotel)
Tel: 274 1440 - 274 1602  
274 1603, Fax: 274 1604

Opera Bistro & Lounge
Tel: 275 0859

Riwaq Courtyard 
(Jacir Palace Inter-Continental) 
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6754

Roots Restaurant 
Tel: 274 9292

Shepherds Valley Village 
(The Tent Restaurant)
Tel: 277 3875, Fax: 277 3876

St.George Restaurant
Tel: 274 3780, Fax: 274 1833

Tachi Chinese
Tel: 274 4382

Taboo – Restaurant & Bar
Tel: 274 0711, Fax: 274 1862

The Square Restaurant 
& Coffee Shop
Tel: 274 9844

Zaitouneh - Jacir Palace
Inter-Continental Bethlehem 
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6154

Jericho (02)
Al-Nafoura Restaurant 
(Jericho Resort Village)
Tel: 232 1255, Fax: 232 2189

Al-Rawda
Telefax: 232 2555

Green Valley Park
Tel: 232 2349

Jabal Quruntul
Tel: 232 2614, Fax: 232 2659

Seven Trees
Tel: 232 2781

East Jerusalem (02)
3 Arches Restaurant
Tel: 569 2692, Fax: 623 5192

Al-Diwan (Ambassador Hotel)
Tel: 541 2213, Fax: 582 8202

Al-Mihbash
Tel: 628 9185

Al-Shuleh Grill
Tel: 627 3768

Amigo Emil
Tel: 628 8090, Fax: 626 1457

Antonio’s (Ambassador Hotel) 
Tel: 541 2213

Arabesque, Poolside & Patio 
Restaurants 
(American Colony Hotel)
Tel: 627 9777, Fax: 627 9779

Armenian Tavern
Tel: 627 3854

Askidinya
Tel: 532 4590

Az-Zahra
Tel: 628 2447

Borderline Restaurant Café
Tel: 532 8342

Cafَé Europe
Tel: 628 4313

Café Imperial 
Tel: 628 2261, Fax: 627 1530

Cardo Restaurant 
Tel: 627 0827

Chinese Restaurant 
Tel: 626 3465, Fax: 626 3471

Coffee Bean Cafe 
Tel: 627 0820

El Dorada Coffee Shop & 
Internet Café
Tel: 626 0993

Four Seasons Restaurants & 
Coffee Shop
Tel: 628 6061, Fax: 628 6097

Goodies
Tel: 585 3223 

Kan Zaman (Jerusa lem Ho tel)
Tel: 627 1356

Lotus and Olive Garden 
(Jerusalem Meridian Hotel)
Tel: 628 5212 

Moon Light Pizza
Tel: 627 5277

Nafoura 
Tel: 626 0034
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East Jerusalem (02) 4M Travel Agency, Tel: 627 1414, Fax: 628 4701, info@4m-travel.com, www.4m-
travel.com • Abdo Tourist & Travel, Tel: 628 1865, Fax: 627 2973, abdotours@hotmail.com • Aeolus Tours, 
Tel: 0505 635 5496, Fax: 656 5823, aeolus@aeolus-ltd.com • Albina Tours Ltd., Tel: 628 3397, Fax: 628 1215, 
albina@netvision.net.il; info@albinatours.com, www.albinatours.com • Alliance Travel Solutions, Tel: 581 
7102, Fax: 581 7103, info@alliancetravel-jrs.com, www.alliancetravel-jrs.com • Arab Tourist Agency (ATA), 
Tel: 627 7442, Fax: 628 4366,george@atajrs.com • Atic Tours & Travel Ltd., Tel: 628 6159, Fax: 626 4023, 
info@atictour.com, www.atictour.com • Awad & Co. Tourist Agency, Tel: 628 4021, Fax: 628 7990, admin@
awad.tours.com, www.awad-tours.com • Aweidah Bros. Co., Tel: 628 2365, Fax: 628 2366, aweidah@netvision.
net.il, www.aweidahtours.com • Ayoub Caravan Tours, Tel: 628 4361, Fax: 628 5804 caravan@palnet.com • 
B. Peace Tours & Travel, Tel: 626 1876, Fax: 626 2065, b.peacetours@bezeqint.net • Bible Land Tours, 
Tel: 627 1169, Fax: 627 2218, links@palnet.com • Blessed Land Tours, Tel: 628 6592, Fax: 628 5812, blt@
blessedlandtours.com, www.blessedlandtours.com • Carawan Tours and Travel, Tel: 628 1244, Fax: 628 1406, 
carawan@jrol.com, www.carawan-tours.com • Daher Travel, Tel: 628 3235, Fax: 627 1574, dahert@netvision.
net.il, www.dahertravel.com • Dajani Palestine Tours, Tel: 626 4768, Fax: 627 6927, dajani@netvision.net.il 
• Dakkak Tours Agency, Tel: 628 2525, Fax: 628 2526, dakkak@netmedia.net.il • Egythai Int. Tours and 
Travel, Tel: 628 1184, Fax: 628 4701, holyland@egythai.com • Gates of Jerusalem Travel Agency, Tel: 234 
4365, Fax: 234 3835, gates@alqudsnet.com • George Garabedian Co., Tel: 628 3398, Fax: 628 7896, ggc@
ggc-jer.com • GEMM Travel, Tel: 628 2535/6, sales@gemmtravel.com • Golden Dome Company for Hajj& 
Umra Services, Tel: 628 0770, Fax: 628 5912 • Guiding Star Ltd., Tel: 627 3150, Fax: 627 3147, mark@
guidingstar2.com, www.guidingstarltd.com • Holy Jerusalem Tours & Travel, Tel: 540 1668; Fax: 540 0963, info@
holyjerusalemtours.com, www.holyjerusalemtours.com • Holy Land Tours, Tel: 532 3232, Fax: 532 3292, info@
holylandtours.biz • J. Sylvia Tours, Tel: 628 1146, Fax: 628 8277, sylviatours@yahoo.com • Jata Travel Ltd., 
Tel: 627 5001, Fax: 627 5003, jatatraveltd@hotmail.com • Jiro Tours, Tel: 627 3766, Fax: 628 1020, jiro@netvision.
net.il, www.jirotours.com • Jordan Travel Agency, Tel: 628 4052, Fax: 628 7621 • Jerusalem Orient Tourist 
Travel, Tel : 628 8722, Fax: 627 4589, hamdi@jottweb.com • JT & T, Tel: 628 9418, 628 9422, Fax: 628 9298, jtt@
bezeqint.net.il, www.jttours.com • KIM’s Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 627 9725, Fax: 627 4626, kim@shabaka.
net, www.kimstours.com • Lawrence Tours & Travel, Tel: 628 4867, Fax: 627 1285, info@lawrence-tours.com 
• Lourdes Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 627 5332, Telefax: 627 5336, lourdestravel@bezeqint.net • Middle 
East Car Rental, Tel: 626 2777, Fax: 626 2203 • Mt. of Olives Tours Ltd., Tel: 627 1122, Fax: 628 5551 
moot@netvision.net.il, www.olivetours.com • Nawas Tourist Agency Ltd., Tel: 628 2491, Fax: 628 5755 
• Nazarene Tours and Travel, Tel: 627 4636, Fax: 627 7526 • Near East Tourist Agency (NET), 
Tel: 532 8706, Fax: 532 8701, Jerusalem@netours.com, www.netours.com • O.S. Hotel Services, Tel: 628 
9260, Fax: 626 4979, os@os-tours.com • Overseas Travel Bureau, Tel: 628 7090, Fax: 628 4442, otb@
netvision.net.il • Royal Orient Tours & Travel, Tel: 626 4181/2, Fax: 626 4186, info@royal-orient.net • 
Safieh Tours & Travel Agency, Tel: 626 4447, Fax: 628 4430, safiehtours@bezeqint.net • Samara 
Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 627 6133. Fax: 627 1956, info@samaratours.com • Season Travel 
ltd., Tel: 627 7552, Fax: 627 7564, info@season-travel.com, www.season-travel.com • Shepherds Tours 
& Travel, Tel: 6284121- 6287859, Fax: 6280251, info@shepherdstours.com, www.shepherdstours.com 
• Shweiki Tours Ltd., Tel: 673 6711, Fax: 673 6966 • Sindbad Travel Tourist Agency, Tel: 627 2165, Fax: 
627 2169, sindbad1@bezeqint.net, www.Sindbad-Travel.com • Siniora Star Tours, Tel: 628 6373, Fax: 628 9078, 
travel@siniora.net • Terra Sancta Tourist Co, Tel: 628 4733, Fax: 626 4472 • The Pioneer Links Travel 
& Tourism Bureau, Tel: 626 1963, Fax: 628 4714, www.pioneer-links.com • Tony Tours Ltd., Tel: 244 2050, 
Fax: 244 2052, ihab64@012.net.il • United Travel Ltd., Tel: 583 3614, Fax: 583 6190, unidas@bezeqint.net, 
www.unitedtravelltd.com • Universal Tourist Agency, Tel: 628 4383, Fax: 626 4448, uta-j@zahav.net.il, www.
universal-jer.com • William Tours & Travel Agency, Tel: 623 1617, Fax: 624 1126, wiltours_n@hotmail.com • 
Yanis Tours & Travel, Telefax: 627 5862, hai_mou@yahoo.com • Zatarah Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 
627 2725, Fax: 628 9873, zaatarah@palnet.com 

Bethlehem (02) Angels Tours and Travel, Tel: 277 5813, Fax: 277 5814, angels@p-ol.com, www.angelstours.
com.ps • Arab Agency Travel & Tourism, Tel: 274 1872, Fax: 274 2431, tourism@aca-palestine.com, www.
aca-palestine.com • Crown Tours & Travel Co. Ltd., Tel: 274 0911, Fax: 274 0910, info@crown-tours.com, 
www.crown-tours.com • Four Seasons Co. Tourism & Travel, Tel: 277 4401, Fax: 277 4402, fseasons@p-
ol.com • Friendship Travel & Tourism, Tel: 277 7967, Fax: 277 7987, friendshipest@yahoo.com • Gloria 
Tours & Travel, Tel: 274 0835, Fax: 274 3021, gloria@p-ol.com • Golden Gate Tours & Travel, Tel: 276 
6044, Fax: 276 6045, ggtours@palnet.com • Kukali Travel & Tours, Tel: 277 3047, Fax: 277 2034, kukali@p-ol.
com • Laila Tours & Travel, Tel: 277 7997, Fax: 277 7996, laila@lailatours.com, www.Lailatours.com • Lama 
Tours International, Tel: 274 3717, Fax: 274 3747, litco@p-ol.com • Millennium Transportation, TeleFax: 
676 7727, 050-242 270 • Mousallam Int’l Tours, Tel: 277 0054, Fax: 277 0054, Mitours@palnet.com • Nativity 
Travel, Tel: 274 2966, Fax: 274 4546 • Sansur Travel Agency, Tel: 274 4473, Telefax: 274 4459 • Sky Lark 
Tours and Travel, Tel: 274 2886, Fax: 276 4962, skylark@palnet.com • Terra Santa Tourist Co., Tel: 277 
0249 Fax: 277 0250 

Beit Jala (02) Guiding Star Ltd., Tel: 276 5970, Fax: 276 5971, info@guidingstar2.com 

Beit Sahour (02) Alternative Tourism Group, Tel: 277 2151, Fax: 277 2211, info@atg.ps, www.atg.ps • 
Brothers Travel & Tours, Tel: 277 5188, Fax: 277 5189, holyland@brostours.com, www.brostours.com • Magi 
Tours, Telefax: 277 5798, magitours@spidernet.ps

Hebron (02) AL-Afaq for Travel & Umrah, Telefax: 221 1332, alafaqtravel@yahoo.com • Al Amir 
Tours, Telefax: 221 2065, alamiredu@yahoo.com • Alkiram Tourism, Tel: 225 6501/2, Fax: 225 6504, 

East Jerusalem (02) Armenian Museum, Old City, Tel: 628 2331, Fax: 626 4861, Opening hours: 
Mon.- Sat. from 9:00 - 16:30 • Dar At Tifl Museum (Dar At Tifl Association), Near the Orient House, 
Tel: 628 3251, Fax: 627 3477 • Islamic Museum (The Islamic Waqf Asso ciation), Old City, Tel: 628 3313, 
Fax: 628 5561, opening hours for tourists: daily from 7:30 - 13:30 • Math Museum, Science Museum, Abu 
Jihad Museum for the Palestinian Prisoners Studies - Al-Quds University, Tel: 279 9753 - 279 0606, 
foryou@alquds.edu, opening hours Saturday - Wednesday 8:30 - 15:00 • Qalandia Camp Women’s Handicraft 
Coop., Telefax: 656 9385, Fax: 585 6966, qalandia@palnet.com 

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Museum of Palestinian Popular Heritage - In’ash el Usra, In’ash el 
Usra society, Al-Bireh, Tel: 240 2876, Fax: 240 1544, Opening hours: daily from 8:00 - 15:00 except Fridays • 
Ramallah Museum, Al-Harajeh St., Across from Arab Bank, Old Town, Ramallah, Telefax: 295 9561, 
open daily from 8:00 - 15:00 except friday and Saturday • The Birzeit University Ethnographic and Art 
Museum Tel: 298 2976, vtamari@birzeit.edu, Opening hours: daily from 10:00 - 15:00 except for Fridays and Sundays 

Bethlehem (02) Al-Balad Museum for Olive Oil Production, Tel: 274 1581, Opening hours: 8:00-14:30 
Monday through Saturday • Baituna al Talhami Museum, (Folklore Museum) Arab Women’s Union, 
Tel: 274 2589, Fax: 274 2431, Opening hours: daily from 8:00 - 13:00/ 14:00 - 17:00 except for Sundays and 
Thursdays afternoon • Bethlehem Peace Center Museum, Tel: 276 6677, Fax: 274 1057, info@peacenter.org, 
www.peacenter.org, Opening hours: daily from 10:00-18:00 except Sundays from 10:00 - 16:00 • 
Natural History Museum, Telefax:02-276 5574, eec@p-ol.com, www.eecp.org • The International 
Nativity Museum, Tel: 276 6585, Fax: 274 2421 • Palestinian Ethnographic Museum, 
Tel: 276 7467, Fax: 276 0533, artas_fc@yahoo.com, Opening hours: daily from 9:00 - 17:00 • Palestinian Heritage 
Center, Telefax: 274 2381, mahasaca@palestinianheritagecenter.com, www.palestinianheritagecenter.com

Gaza (08) Al Mathaf, Tel: 285 8444, info@almathaf.ps, www. almathaf.ps

East Jerusalem (02) Car Rental • Car & Drive, Tel: 656 5562/3 • Dallah Al-Barakah, Tel: 656 4150 • 
Good Luck, Tel: 627 7033, Fax: 627 7688 • Green Peace Rent A Car Ltd., Telefax: 585 9756 • Jerusalem 
Car Rental & Leasing ltd., Tel: 582 2179, Fax: 582 2173 • Orabi, Tel: 585 3101 • Petra, Tel: 582 0716,Taxis 
Abdo,Tel: 585 8202 (Beit Hanina), Tel: 628 3281 (Damascus Gate) • Al-Eman Taxi & Lemo Service, Tel: 
583 4599 - 583 5877 •Al-Rashid, Tel: 628 2220 • Al-Aqsa, Tel: 627 3003 • Beit Hanina, Tel: 585 5777 • Holy 
Land, Tel: 585 5555 • Imperial, Tel: 628 2504 • Jaber - Petra, Tel: 583 7275 - 583 7276 • Khaled Al-Tahan, 
Tel: 585 5777 • Mount of Olives, Tel: 627 2777 • Panorama, Tel: 628 1116 • Tourist Trans por tation Abdo 
Tourist, Tel: 628 1866 • Jerusalem of Gold, Tel: 673 7025/6 • Kawasmi Tourist Travel Ltd., Tel: 628 4769, 
Fax: 628 4710 • Mount of Olives, Tel: 627 1122 • Mahfouz Tourist Travel, Tel: 628 2212, Fax: 628 4015 

Bethlehem (02) Car Rental Murad, Tel: 274 7092 • Nativity Rent a Car, Tel: 274 3532, Fax: 274 7053 Taxis 
Asha’b, Tel: 274 2309 • Beit Jala, Tel: 274 2629 • Al Fararjeh Taxi - 24 Hours, Tel: 275 2416

Hebron (02) Car Rental Holy Land, Tel: 222 0811 • Taxis Al-Asdiqa’, Tel: 222 9436 • Al-Itihad, Tel: 222 8750 

Jericho (02) Taxis Petra, Tel: 232 2525 

Nablus (09) Car Rental Orabi, Tel: 238 3383 • Taxis Al-Ittimad, Tel: 237 1439 • Al-Madina, Tel: 237 3501 

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Car Rental Good Luck, Tel: 234 2160 • Orabi, Tel: 240 3521 • Petra, 
Tel: 295 2602 • TWINS, Tel: 296 4688 • Taxis Al-Bireh, Tel: 240 2956 • Al-Masyoun Taxi, Tel: 295 2230 • 
Al-Salam, Tel: 295 5805 • Al-Wafa, Tel: 295 5444 • Al-Itihad, Tel: 295 5887 • Hinnawi Taxi, Tel: 295 6302 • 
Omaya, Tel: 295 6120 • SAHARA Rent a Car Co., Tel: 297 5317/8 • Shamma’ Taxi Co., Tel: 296 0957

Gaza Strip (08) Car Rental Al-Ahli, Tel: 282 8534 • Al-Farouq, Tel: 284 2755 • Imad, Tel: 286 4000 
• Luzun, Tel: 282 2628 • Taxis Al-Nasser, Tel: 286 1844, 286 7845 • Al-Wafa, Tel: 284 9144 - 282 4465 • 
Azhar, Tel: 286 8858 • Midan Filastin, Tel: 286 5242 
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Consulates

East Jerusalem (02) Apostolic Delegation, Tel: 628 2298, Fax: 628 1880 • Belgium, Tel: 582 8263, 
Fax: 581 4063, jerusalem@diplobel.org • European Community - Delegation to the OPT, Tel: 541 5888, 
Fax: 541 5848 • France, Tel: 591 4000, Fax: 582 0032 • Great Britain, Tel: 541 4100, Fax: 532 2368, britain.
jerusalem@fco.gov.uk, www.britishconsulate.org • Greece, Tel: 582 8316, Fax: 532 5392 • Italy, Tel: 561 8966, 
Fax: 561 9190 • Spain, Tel: 582 8006, Fax: 582 8065 • Swedish Consulate General, Tel: 646 5860, Fax: 
646 5861 • Turkey, Tel: 591 0555-7, Fax: 582 0214, turkcons.jerusalem@mfa.gov.tr, www.kudus.bk.mfa.gov.tr • 
United States of America, Tel: 622 7230, Fax: 625 9270 
Representative Offices to the PNA 

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Australia, Tel: 242 5301, Fax: 240 8290, austrep@palnet.com, ausaid@palnet.
com • Austria, Tel: 240 1477, Fax: 240 0479 • Brazil, Tel: 241 3753, Fax: 241 3756, admin-office@rep-brazil.
org • Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Tel: 240 58 60/1, Fax: 2405862, representacionenpalestina@yahoo.
com, representacionenpalestina@hotmail.com • Canada, Tel: 297 8430, Fax: 297 8446, rmlah@international.gc.ca 
• Chile, Tel: 296 0850, Fax: 298 4768, chileram@palnet.com • Cyprus, Tel: 240 6959, Fax: 240 4897 • Czech 
Republic, Tel: 296 5595, Fax: 296 5596 • Denmark, Tel: 240 2330, Fax: 240 0331 • Egypt, Tel: 297 7774, Fax: 
297 7772 • Finland, Tel: 240 0340, Fax: 240 0343 • Germany, Tel: 298 4788, Fax: 298 4786, gerrprof@palnet.
com • Hungary, Tel: 240 7676, Fax: 240 7678, humisram@palnet.com • India, Tel: 290 3033, Fax: 290 3035, roi_
ramallah@palnet.com • Ireland, Tel: 240 6811/2/3, Fax: 240 6816, irishrep@palnet.com • Japan, Tel: 241 3120, Fax: 
241 3123 • Jordan, Tel: 297 4625, Fax: 297 4624 • Mexico, Tel: 297 5592, Fax: 297 5594, ofimex-ramala@palnet.
com • Norway, Tel: 234 5050, Fax: 234 5079, repram@mfa.no • Poland, Tel: 297 1318, Fax: 297 1319 • Portugal, 
Tel: 240 7291/3, Fax: 240 7294 • Republic of Korea, Tel: 240 2846/7, Fax: 240 2848 • Russian Federation, 
Tel: 240 0970, Fax: 240 0971 • South Africa, Tel: 298 7355, Fax: 298 7356, sarep@sarep.org, www.sarep.org • 
Sri Lanka, Telefax: 290 4271 • Switzerland, Tel: 240 8360, vertretung@rah.rep.admin.ch • The Netherlands, 
Tel: 240 6639, Fax: 240 9638 • The People’s Republic of China, Tel: 295 1222, Fax: 295 1221, chinaoffice@
palnet.com

Gaza Strip (08) Egypt, Tel: 282 4290, Fax: 282 0718 • Germany, Tel: 282 5584, Fax: 284 4855 • Jordan, 
Tel: 282 5134, Fax: 282 5124 • Morocco, Tel: 282 4264, Fax: 282 4104 • Norway, Tel: 282 4615, Fax: 282 1902 
• Qatar, Tel: 282 5922, Fax: 282 5932 • South Africa, Tel: 284 1313, Fax: 284 1333 • Tunisia, Tel: 282 5018, 
Fax: 282 5028

United Nations and International Organisations
FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations Jerusalem (02), TeleFax: 532 2757, 532 1950, 
registry.fao@undp.org, www.fao.org • IBRD - International Bank for Reconstruction and De vel opment (World 
Bank), West Bank (02), Tel: 236 6500 Fax: 236 6543, Gaza (08) Tel: 282 4746 Fax: 282 4296, firstletterofsurname.
familyname@worldbank.org • IMF, - International Monetary Fund, www.imf.org, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 5913; Fax: 
282 5923, West Bank (02), Tel: 236 6530; Fax: 236 6543 • ILO - International Labor Organization, Jerusalem 
(02), Tel: 626 0212, 628 0933, Fax: 627 6746, Khaled.doudine@undp.org, Ramallah (02), Tel: 290 0022, Fax: 290 
0023, Nablus (09), Tel: 237 5692 - 233 8371, Fax: 233 8370 • OHCHR - Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 7021, Fax: 282 7321, ohchr@undp.org, West Bank Office, Telefax: 02-296 
5534 • UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, Ramallah (02), Tel: 
295 9740, Fax: 295 9741, unesco@palnet.com • UNFPA - United Nations Population Fund, Jerusalem (02), 
Tel: 581 7292, Fax: 581 7382, unfpa.ps@undp.org, www.unfpa.ps • UNICEF - United Nations Children’s Fund, 
Jerusalem (02), Tel: 583 0013,4 Fax: 583 0806, Gaza (08), Tel: 286 2400, Fax: 286 2800, Jerusalem@unicef.org • 
UNIFEM - United Nations Development Fund for Women, Telefax: 628 0450, Tel: 628 0661 • UN OCHA 
- United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Tel: 582 9962/02 - 582 5853, Fax: 582 5841, 
ochaopt@un.org, www.ochaopt.org • UNRWA - United Nations Relief and Works Agency, Gaza (08), Tel: 677 
7333, Fax: 677 7555, unrwapio@unrwa.org, West Bank (02), Tel: 589 0401, Fax: 532 2714, firstletterofsurname.
familyname@unrwa.org • UNSCO - Office of the Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, 
Tel: 08-284 3555/02-568 7276, Fax: 08-282 0966/02-568 7288, UNSCO-Media@un.org, www.unsco.org • UNTSO 
- United Nations Truce Supervision Organization, Jerusalem (02), Tel: 568 7222 - 568 7444, Fax: 568 7400, 
DPKO-UNTSO-admin@un.org • WFP - World Food Programme, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 7463, Fax: 282 7921, 
Jerusalem (02), Tel: 540 1340, Fax: 540 1227, Arnold.Vercken@wfp.org • WHO - World Health Organization, 
Jerusalem (02), Tel: 540 0595, Fax: 581 0193, who@papp.undp.org, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 2033, Fax: 284 5409, who@
palnet.com • World Bank, Tel: 236 6500, Fax: 236 6543

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People (PAPP)

4 Al-Ya’qubi Street, Jerusalem, Tel: 02 6268200, Fax: 02 6268222 
E-mail: registry.papp@undp.org / URL: http://www.papp.undp.org

alkiram@hebronet.com • Al-Haya Travel & Tourism, Tel: 229 3108, Fax: 229 7496 • Al-Salam Travel and 
Tours Co., Tel: 221 5574, Fax: 223 3747 • Arab Nisr Travel & Tourism, Tel: 221 5970/1, Fax: 229 2730/1, 
arabnisr@yahoo.com • Sabeen Travel Tourism, Telefax: 229 4775, sabeenco@yahoo.com

Ramallah (02) Al-Asmar Travel Agency, Telefax: 295 4140, 296 5775, asmar@p-ol.com • Al Awdah 
Tourism & Travel, Tel: 295 2597, Fax: 295 2989 • All Middle East Pilgrimage and Tourism Coordination 
Office, Tel:  289 8123, Fax: 289 9174, ameptco@gmail.com, www.ameptco.com • Amani Tours, Telefax: 298 7013, 
amanitr@p-ol.com • Anwar Travel Agency, Tel: 295 6388, 295 1706, alaa@anwartravel.ps • Arab Office for 
Travel & Tourism, Tel: 295 6640, Fax: 295 1331 • Arseema for Travel & Tourism, Tel: 297 5571, Fax: 297 
5572, info@arseema.ps • Atlas Tours & Travel, Tel: 295 2180, Fax: 298 6395, www.atlasavia.com • Darwish 
Travel Agency, Tel: 295 6221, Fax: 295 7940 • Golden Globe Tours, Tel: 296 5111, Fax: 296 5110, gg-tours@
palnet.com • Issis & Co., Tel: 295 6250, Fax: 295 4305 • Jordan River Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 298 
0523, Fax: 298 0524 • Kashou’ Travel Agency, Tel: 295 5229, Fax: 295 3107, kashoua@hotmail.com • Mrebe 
Tours & Travel, Tel: 295 4671, Fax: 295 4672, info@mrebetours.ps • Paltour Travel and Tourism, Tel: 296 
3662, Fax: 296 1373, op@paltour.ps • The Pioneer Links Travel & Tourism Bureau, Tel: 240 7859, Fax: 240 
7860, pioneer@pioneer-links.com • Travel House For Travel & Tourism, Tel: 295 7225, Fax: 296 2634, www.
travelhouse.ps • Rahhal Tours & Travel, Tel: 242 3256, Fax: 242 9962, info@rahhaltours.ps, www.rahhalyours.
ps • Raha Tours and Travel, Tel: 296 1780, Fax: 296 1782, www.rahatt.com, www.rahatravel.com • Ramallah 
Travel Agency, Tel: 295 3692, Fax: 295 5029, admin@kaoud.org, www.kaoud.org • Reem Travel Agency, Tel: 
295 3871, Fax: 295 3871 • Royal Tours, Tel: 296 6350/1, Fax: 296 6635 • Sabeen Travel Tourism, Telefax: 
240 5931, sabeenco@yahoo.com • Salah Tours, Tel: 295 9931, Fax: 298 7206 • Shbat & Abdul Nur, Tel: 295 
6267, Fax: 295 7246 • Skyway Tourist Agency, Telefax: 296 5090 

Jenin (04) Asia Travel Tourism, Telefax: 243 5157, www.asia-tourism.net • Al Sadeq Travel & Tourism, 
Tel: 243 8055, Fax: 243 8057, email: amr_jarrar@yahoo.com 

Nablus (09) Dream Travel & Tourism, Tel: 233 5056, Fax: 237 2069 • Firas Tours, Tel: 234 4565, Fax: 
234 7781 • Top Tour, Tel: 238 9159, Fax: 238 1425, toptourandtravel@yahoo.com • Yaish International Tours, 
Telefax: 238 1410, 238 1437, yaishtrl@palnet.com 

Tulkarem (09) Faj Tours, Tel: 2672 486, Fax: 2686 070, fajtours@hotmail.com 

Gaza Strip (08) Al-Muntazah Travel Agency, Tel: 282 7919 Fax: 282 4923 • Halabi Tours and Travel 
Co., Tel: 282 3704, Fax: 286 6075, halabitours@email.com, www.halabitours.ps • Maxim Tours, Tel: 282 4415, 
Fax: 286 7596 • National Tourist Office, Tel: 286 0616, Fax: 286 0682, shurafa@mtcgaza.com • Time Travel 
Ltd., Tel: 283 6775, Fax: 283 6855, timetravel@marna.com

Air France and KLM, Tel: 02-628 2535/6 (Jerusa lem), Tel: 08-286 0616 (Gaza) • Air Sinai - Varig, Tel: 02-627 
2725 (Jerusalem), Tel: 08-282 1530 (Gaza) • bmi – Nazarene Aviation, Tel: 02-626 0896/898, Fax: 02-626 
0958 (Jerusalem) • British Airways, Tel: 02-628 8654 (Jerusalem) • Cyprus Airways, Tel: 02-240 4894 (Al-
Bireh) • Delta Airlines, Tel: 02-296 7250, Telefax: 02-298 6395 (Ramallah) • Egypt Air, Tel: 02-298 6950/49 
(Ramallah), Tel: 08-282 1530 (Gaza) • Emirates Airlines, Tel: 02-296 1780 (Ramallah) • Gulf Air, Tel: 09-238 
6312 (Nablus), Tel: 02-295 3912/3 (Ramallah) • Iberia, Tel: 02-628 3235/7238 (Jerusalem) • Lufthansa, Tel: 
09-238 2065 (Nablus) • Malev-Hungarian Airlines, Tel: 02-295 2180 (Ramallah) • Middle East Car Rental, 
Tel: 02-295 2602, Fax: 295 2603 • PAL AVIATION, Tel. 02-296 7250 Telefax: 02-298 6395 (Ramallah) • Palestine 
Airlines, Tel: 08-282 2800 (Gaza), Tel: 08-282 9526/7 (Gaza) • Qatar Airways, Tel: 02-240 4895 (Al-Bireh), Tel: 
08-284 2303 (Gaza), Royal Jordanian Airways, Tel: 02-240 5060 (Ramallah), Tel: 08-282 5403/13 (Gaza) • 
SN Brussels Airlines, Tel: 02-295 2180 (Ramallah), SAS Scandinavian Airlines, Tel: 02-628 3235/7238 
(Jerusalem) • South African Airways, Tel: 02-628 6257 (Jerusalem) • Swiss International Airlines, Tel: 
02-295 2180 (Ramallah) • Tunis Air, Tel: 02-298 7013 (Ramallah), Tel: 08-286 0616 (Gaza) • Turkish Airlines, 
Tel: 02-277 0130 (Bethlehem) 
Airport Information Gaza International Airport, Tel: 08-213 4289 • Ben Gurion Airport, Tel: 03-972 
3344
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Border Crossings
Allenby Bridge 02-994 2302 
Arava Border 08-630 0555
Eretz Crossing 08-674 1672
Rafah Border 08-673 4205 
Sheikh Hussien 04-609 3410

City Fire Ambulance Police 
Jerusalem* 02-6282222 101 100 
CHS (Old City Jerusalem) 101 / 050-319120 
Bethlehem 02-274 1123 101 / 02-274 4222 02-274 8231 
Gaza 08-2863633 101 / 08-2863633 08-2863400 
Hebron 102/22 28121-2-3 101  100
Jericho 02-232 2658 101 / 02-232 1170 02-232 2521 
Jenin 04-250 1225 101 / 04-250 2601 04-250 1035 
Nablus 09-238 3444 101 / 09-238 0399 09-238 3518 
Ramallah 02-295 6102 101 / 02-240 0666 02-295 6571 
Child helpline Palestine (121)free line
Tulkarem 09-267 2106 101 / 09-267 2140 09-267 2161 
Qalqilia 09-294 0440 101 / 09-294 0440 09-294 22730 

Calls from Overseas
Dial access code, international 
country code (972) or (970), 
area code (without the zero), 
desired number

Telephone Services
Bezeq
Wake up calls 1475
Talking Clock  
Time around the world 1455
Vocal Information 1975
Pager Service 1705
Repeat call *41
Last call  *42
Call waiting *70
Call forwarding *71
General information 199
Services 164
Corporate services 166

Tourism and An tiq uities 
Police
Bethlehem 02-277 0750/1
Gaza 08-282 9017
Jericho 02-232 4011
Nablus 09-385 244

Paltel
Wake up calls 175
Free fax service 167
Follow me  
(forwarding calls) 72*
Phone book 144
Maintenance 166
Information 199
Internet maintenance 167

Ramallah (02) Al Rafah Microfinance Bank, Tel: 297 8710, Fax: 297 8880 • Arab Bank, (Al-Balad) 
Tel: 298 6480, Fax: 298 6488 • Arab Bank, (Al-Bireh), Tel: 295 9581, Fax: 295 9588 • Arab Bank, (Al-Manara) 
Tel: 295 4821, Fax: 295 4824 • Arab Land Bank, Tel: 295 8421 • Bank of Palestine, Tel: 298 5921, Fax: 298 
5920 • Bank of Palestine, (Al-Irsal) Tel: 296 6860, Fax: 296 6864 • Arab Palestinian Investment Bank, 
Tel: 298 7126, Fax: 298 7125 • Beit Al-Mal Holdings, Tel: 298 6916, Fax: 298 6916 • HSBC Bank Middle 
East, Tel: 298 7802, Fax: 298 7804 • Cairo-Amman Bank, Tel: 298 3500, Fax: 295 5437 • The Center for 
Private Enterprise Development, Tel: 298 6786, Fax: 298 6787 • Commercial Bank of Palestine, Tel: 
295 4141, Fax: 295 4145 • Cooperative Development Unit, Tel: 290 0029, Fax: 290 0029 • Deutsche 
Ausgleichsbank (DTA), Tel: 298 4462, Fax: 295 2610 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 298 6270, Fax: 298 6276 • 
International Islamic Arab Bank, Tel: 240 7060, Fax: 240 7065 • Jordan Bank, Tel: 295 8686, Fax: 2958684 
• Jordan-Gulf Bank, Tel: 298 7680, Fax: 298 7682 • Jordan-Kuwait Bank, Tel: 240 6725, Fax: 240 6728 • 
Jordan National Bank, Tel: 295 9343, Fax: 295 9341 • Palestine International Bank (PIB), Tel: 298 3300, 
Fax: 298 3333 • Palestine Investment Bank, Tel: 298 7880, Fax: 298 7881 • Palestine Islamic Bank, Tel: 
295 0247, Fax: 295 7146 • Union Bank, Tel: 298 6412, Fax: 295 6416 

Gaza Strip (08) Arab Bank, Tel: 08-286 6288, Fax: 282 0704 • Arab Bank (Al-Rimal), Tel: 282 4729, Fax: 
282 4719 • Arab Bank, (Khan Younis) Tel: 205 4775, Fax: 205 4745 • Arab Bank (Karny), Tel: 280 0020, Fax: 
280 0028 • Arab Land Bank, Tel: 282 2046, Fax: 282 1099 • Bank of Palestine Ltd., Tel: 282 3272, Fax: 
286 5667 • Beit Al-Mal Holdings, Tel: 282 0722, Fax: 282 5786 • Cairo-Amman Bank, Tel: 282 4950, Fax: 
282 4830 • Commercial Bank of Palestine, Tel: 282 5806, Fax: 282 5816 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 282 
6322, Fax: 286 1143 • Jordan Bank, Tel: 282 0707, Fax: 282 4341 • Palestine Development Fund, Tel: 
282 4286, Fax: 282 4286 • Palestine International Bank (PIB), Tel: 284 4333, Fax: 284 4303 • Palestine 
Investment Bank, Tel: 282 2105, Fax: 282 2107 

Nablus (09) Arab Bank, Tel: 238 2340, Fax: 238 2351 • Arab Bank (Askar), Tel: 231 1694, Fax: 234 2076 
• Arab Land Bank, Tel: 238 3651, Fax: 238 3650 • Bank of Palestine Ltd., Tel: 238 2030, Fax: 238 2923 • 
Bank of Palestine (Al-Misbah), Tel: 231 1460, Fax: 231 1922 • Cairo-Amman Bank, Tel: 238 1301, Fax: 238 
1590 • Commercial Bank of Palestine, Tel: 238 5160, Fax: 238 5169 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 238 6060, 
Fax: 238 6066 • Jordan Bank, Tel: 238 1120, Fax: 238 1126 • Jordan-Gulf Bank, Tel: 238 2191, Fax: 238 
1953 • Jordan-Kuwait Bank, Tel: 237 7223, Fax: 237 7181 • Jordan-National Bank, Tel: 238 2280, Fax: 
238 2283 • Palestine Investment Bank, Tel: 238 5051, Fax: 238 5057 • Palestine International Bank, 
Tel: 239 7780, Fax: 239 7788

East Jerusalem (02) Hospitals Augusta Victoria, Tel: 627 9911 • Dajani Maternity, Tel: 583 3906 
• Hadassah (Ein Kerem), Tel: 677 7111 • Hadassah (Mt. Scopus), Tel: 584 4111 • Maqassed, Tel: 627 0222 
• Red Crescent Maternity, Tel: 628 6694 • St. John’s Opthalmic, Tel: 582 8325 • St. Joseph, Tel: 582 
8188 • Clinics and Centers Arab Health Center, Tel: 628 8726 • CHS Clinics, Tel: 628 0602/0499 • Ibn 
Sina Medical Center, Tel: 540 0083/9, 532 2536 • Jerusalem First Aid Clinic, Tel: 626 4055 • Medical 
Relief Womens, Health Clinic, Tel: 583 3510 • Palestinian Counseling Center, Tel: 656 2272, 656 
2627 • Peace Medical Center, Tel: 532 7111, 532 4259 • Red Crescent Society, Tel: 586 056 • Spafford 
Children’s Clinic, Tel: 628 4875 • The Austrian Arab Commu nity Clinic (AACC), Tel: 627 3246 • The 
Jerusalem Princess Basma Center for Disabled Children, Tel: 628 3058 

Bethlehem (02) Hospitals Al-Dibis Maternity, Tel: 274 4242 • Al-Hussein Government, Tel: 274 
1161 • Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation, Tel: 274 4049-51, Fax: 274 4053 • Caritas Baby, Tel: 
275 8500, Fax: 275 8501 • Mental Health, Tel: 274 1155 • Shepherd’s Field Hospital, Tel: 277 5092 • St. 
Mary’s Maternity, Tel: 274 2443 • The Holy Family, Tel: 274 1151, Fax: 274 1154 Clinics and Centers 
Beit Sahour Medical Center, Tel: 277 4443 • Bethlehem Dental Center, Tel: 274 3303 

Hebron (02) Hos pi tals Amira Alia, Tel: 222 8126 • Al-Ahli, Tel: 222 0212 • Al-Meezan, Tel: 225 7400/1 • 
Al-Za’tari, Tel: 222 9035 • Hamdan, Tel: 228 1860 • Mohammed Ali, Tel: 225 3883/4 • Shaheera, Tel: 222 
6982 • St. John’s Opthalmic, Tel: 223 5042 • The Red Crescent, Tel: 222 8333 • Yattah Governmental 
Hospital, Tel: 227 1017, 227 1019 Clinics and Centers Red Crescent Society, Tel: 222 7450 • UPMRC, 
Tel: 222 6663 

Jericho (02) Hospitals Jericho Government, Tel: 232 1967/8/9 Clinics and Centers UPMRC, Tel: 
232 2148 

Nablus (09) Hospitals Al-Aqsa Hospital and Medical Center, Tel: 294 7666 • Al-Ittihad, Tel: 237 
1491 • Al-Watani, Tel: 238 0039 • Al-Zakat Hospital (TolKarem), Tel: 268 0680 • Aqraba Maternity 
Home, Tel: 259 8550 • Rafidia, Tel: 239 0390 • Salfit Emergency Governmental Hospital, Tel: 251 5111 
• Specialized Arab Hospital, Tel: 239 0390 • St. Luke’s, Tel: 238 3818 • UNRWA Qalqilia Hospital 
(Qalqiliya), Tel: 294 0008 Clinics and Centers Al-Amal Center, Tel: 238 3778 • Arab Medical Center, 
Tel: 237 1515 • Hagar (Handicapped Equipment Center), Tel: 239 8687 • Red Crescent Society, Tel: 
238 2153 • UPMRC, Tel: 283 7178

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Hospitals Arabcare Hospital, Tel: 298 6420 • AL-Karmel 
Maternity Home, Tel: 247 1026 • Al-Mustaqbal Hospital, Tel: 240 4562 • AL-Nather Maternity 
Hospital, Tel: 295 5295 • Ash-Sheikh Zayed Hospital, Tel: 298 8088 • Birziet Maternity Home, 
Tel: 281 0616 • Care Specialized Dental Center, Tel: 297 5090 • Khaled Surgical Hospital, Tel: 
295 5640 • Ramallah Government Hospitals, Tel: 298 2216/7 • Red Crescent Hospital, Tel: 240 
6260 Clinics and Centers Arab Medical Center, Tel: 295 4334 • Arabcare Medical Center, 
Tel: 298 6420 • Emergency & Trauma Center, Tel: 298 8088 • Harb Heart Center, Tel: 296 0336 
• Modern Dental Center, Tel: 298 0630 • National Center for Blood Diseases “Hippocrates” 
Thalessemia and Hemophilia Center, Tel: 296 5082, Fax: 296 5081 • Patients’ Friends Society  
K. Abu Raya Re ha bili tation Centre, Tel: 295 7060/1 • Palestinian Hemophilia Association-PHA, 
Telefax: 297 5588 • Peace Medical Center, Tel: 295 9276 • Red Crescent Society, Tel: 240 6260 • UPMRC, 
Tel: 298 4423, 296 0686 

Gaza Strip (08) Hospitals Al-Ahli Al-Arabi, Tel: 286 3014 • Dar Al-Salam, Tel: 285 4240 • Nasser, Tel: 
205 1244 • Shifa, Tel: 286 2765 Clinics and Centers Arab Medical Center, Tel: 286 2163 • Beit Hanoun 
Clinic, Tel: 285 8065 • Dar Al-Shifa, Tel: 286 5520 • Hagar (Handicapped Equipment Center), Tel: 284 
2636 • St. John’s Opthalmic, Tel: 284 8445 • UPMRC, Tel: 282 7837

East Jerusalem (02) Arab Bank (Al-Ezzarieh), Tel: 279 6671, Fax: 279 6677 • Arab Bank (Al-Ram), Tel: 
234 8710, Fax: 234 8717 • Center for Development Consultancy (CDC), Tel: 583 3183, Fax: 583 3185 • 
Commer cial Bank of Palestine, Tel: 279 9886, Fax: 279 9258 

Bethlehem (02) Arab Bank, Tel: 277 0080, Fax: 277 0088 • Arab Land Bank, Tel: 274 0861 • Cairo-Amman 
Bank, Tel: 274 4971, Fax: 274 4974 • Jordan National Bank, Tel: 277 0351, Fax: 277 0354 • Bank of Palestine 
Ltd., Tel: 276 5515/6, Fax: 276 5517 • Palestine Investment Bank, Tel: 277 0888, Fax: 277 0889 

Hebron (02) Al-Ahli Bank, Tel: 222 4801/2/3/4 • Arab Bank, Tel: 222 6410, Fax: 222 6418 • Bank of 
Palestine Ltd., Tel: 225 0001/2/3 • Cairo-Amman Bank, (Wadi Al-Tuffah) Tel: 222 5353/4/5 • Cairo-Amman 
Bank, (Al-Balad) Tel: 222 9803/4 • Cairo-Amman Bank, (The Islamic Branch) Tel: 222 7877 • Islamic 
Arab Bank, Tel: 2254156/7 • Islamic Bank, Tel: 222 6768 • Jordan Bank, Tel: 222 4351/2/3/4 • Palestine 
Investment Bank, Tel: 225 2701/2/3/4 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 225 0055 
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Prepared by the Palestinian Central Bu reau of Sta tis tics 
Tel: 02-240 6340, Fax: 02-240 6343 
e-mail: diwan@pcbs.gov.ps - URL: www.pcbs.gov.ps

Persons (10 years and over) who use computers ......................................................................50.9%
Percentage of households that have a mobile phone ................................................................81.0%
Percentage of households that have a telephone ......................................................................50.8%
Percentage of households that view Palestine TV .....................................................................29.9%

Living Standards and Humanitarian Aid (2006)
Percentage of Households below poverty line ...........................................................................57.3%
Number of Individuals below poverty line ............................................................................. 2,303,840
Percentage of households that lost more than half of their income during Al-Aqsa Intifada ......51.6%
Percentage of households that indicated their need for assistance (2005) ................................67.0%
Average monthly per capita expenditure in the Palestinian Territory (2007) ................................. 95.4

Labour Force (4th quarter of 2009) Males Females
Labour force participation rate ................................................................................. 67.3% 15.1%
Unemployment rate in Palestinian Territory (PT) ..................................................... 24.3% 27.3%
Unemployment rate in West Bank ......................................................................... 17.19% 19.1%
Unemployment rate in Gaza Strip ........................................................................... 37.5% 48.9%
Average net daily wage for employees working in PT (US$)...................................... 21.1 21.1

Percentage of working children (10-17 years), (4th quarter of 2009) ................5.3 % .  1.1 %

Percentage of graduates of higher education and vocational training  
of persons aged 15 years and over (End 2005) .....................................................................14.5%
Percentage of graduates of high education and vocational training  
who participated in labour force (End 2005) ..........................................................................83.4%
Unemployment rate of graduates of high education and vocational training (End 2005) 25.4%

Economics
GDP (2009-million US$)-at constant prices (RWB and GS)** .................................................. 5,147.2 
GDP Per Capita (2009- US$)-at constant prices (RWB and GS)** .......................................... 1,389.9
CPI and percent change in Palestinian Terrotiry  
in March 2010 compare with February 2010  (base year 2004=100) 127.44 .........................-0.03%
GDP per capita for the 4th Quarter 2009 in US $ at constant price (WB & GS) ........................... 354.6
Quaterly GDP at constant price in millions of US $ (RWB & GS) for the 4th Quarter 2009 ....... 1,327.4

Number of Establishments in Operation in Private Sector and Non Governmental  
Organization Sector by Economic Activity (2009)***
•  Agriculture (farming of cattle and other animals) .................................................................... 6,976
• Mining and Quarrying................................................................................................................. 286
• Manufacturing ....................................................................................................................... 14,988
• Electricity and Water supply ....................................................................................................... 452
• Construction ............................................................................................................................... 521
• Wholesale and Retail and Repairs........................................................................................ 59,171
• Transportation, storage and communication ........................................................................... 1,116
• Hotels and Restaurants  ......................................................................................................... 4,635
• Financial Intermediation ............................................................................................................. 846
• Real Estate, Rental and Business Activities ........................................................................... 4,203
• Education ................................................................................................................................ 2,357
• Health and Social work ........................................................................................................... 4,229
• Other Community, Social and Personal Services  .................................................................. 8,996

Imports of Goods (2008 million US$)  ................................................................................... 3,466.2
Exports of Goods (2008 million US$) ...................................................................................... 558.4
Hotels (4th Quarter,  2009 )

Room occupancy rate .................................................................................................................36.7%
Bed occupancy rate ....................................................................................................................31.4%
Environment
Available quantities of water (2007 - mcm) ................................................................................. 308.7
Connected households to wastewater network (2009) .........................................................52.1%
Housing Conditions (2008)
Average number of rooms in housing units ..................................................................................... 3.6
Average number of persons per room (housing density)*** ............................................................ 1.7
(RWB and GS)=Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip
* RWB and GS at constant prices: 1997 is the base year: revised version
** Primary Results
*** Revised Figures

Population and Demography (revised - 2007)
Projected Population (1/04/2010) 
(Census - 2007, Preliminary Finding)

Palestinian Territory ........................................................................................................... 4,020,115

West Bank (All governorates) .............................................................................................. 2,497,071

Gaza Strip ............................................................................................................................ 1,523,044

Jerusalem Governorate ........................................................................................................ 380,323

Sex Ratio (31/12/2008) .............................................................................................................103.1% 
Population by Sex (1/2/2009)  
Male ...........................................................................................................................................................................................1,973,503 
Female .......................................................................................................................................................................................1,916,023

Fertility rate (2007) .......................................................................................................................4.6% 
Average Household Size (1/12/2007)  
Palestinian Territory ......................................................................................................................5.8% 
West Bank ....................................................................................................................................5.5% 
Gaza Strip .....................................................................................................................................6.5%

Land Use and Agriculture
Palestinian Territory (PT) Area (Km2) ........................................................................................... 6,020
Area of PT by Type of Use (different reference periods) 
• Agricultural Land (2007) ...........................................................................................................25.1%
• Forest and Wooded Land (2007) ...............................................................................................1.6%
• Palestinian Built-up Land (2006) ................................................................................................6.6%
Area of built-up land in Israeli Settlements of the total area of West Bank (2006) ........................3.3%

Cultivated Area (Km2) - 2007/2008 ......................................................................................... 1,854.0

Education (2007/2008)
Illiteracy rate for persons 15 years and over (2007) ..................................................................5.4%
Illiteracy rate for persons 15-29 years (2007) .............................................................................0.8%
No. of schools (2008/2009)  ........................................................................................................ 2,488
No. of school teachers (2007/2008) .......................................................................................... 43,556
No. of school students (2008/2009) ...................................................................................... 1,109,126
Students per class (schools) (2008/2009) ..................................................................................32.3% 
Drop-out rate (schools 2006/2007) ...............................................................................................1.2%
Repetition rate (schools 2006/2007) .............................................................................................3.0%

ICT (2008)
Number of fix phone subscripers ............................................................................................. 360,401
Number of mobile phone subscribers (thousand) ........................................................................ 1,500
Number of ADSL internet subscribers ....................................................................................... 92,482

Health (2008)
No. of hospitals (2008)  .................................................................................................................... 76
Doctors per 1000 population (2008)  ............................................................................................... 1.9
Nurses per 1000 population (2007) ................................................................................................. 2.7
Beds per 1000 population (2007)  ................................................................................................... 1.3

Culture (2006)
No. of mosques (in operation)  .................................................................................................... 2,228
No. of churches  ............................................................................................................................. 160
No. of newspapers (in operation) ..................................................................................................... 13
No. of theaters (in operation) .............................................................................................................. 9
No. of museums (in operation) ........................................................................................................... 8
No. of cultural centers (in operation) .............................................................................................. 161

Information & Communication Technology (2006)
Availability of TV sets .................................................................................................................95.3%
Availability of satellite dish for households with TV sets .............................................................80.4%
Availability of computers at home ...............................................................................................32.9%
Availability of Internet at home ...................................................................................................15.9%
Persons (10 years and over) who have acces to the Internet  ...................................................18.4%
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Map Source: PalMap - GSE
© Copyright to GSE and PalMap
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GSE - Good Shepherd Engineering & Computing
P.O.Box 524, 8 Jamal Abdel Nasser St.,
Bethlehem, West Bank, Palestine
Tel: +970 2 2744728 / Fax: +970 2 2751204 (Also +972)
map@palmap.org / www.gsecc.com / www.palmap.org

Arts and Culture: Ashtar Theater www.ashtar-theatre.org, Al Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque 
www.alkasaba.org, Al-Ma’mal Foundation for Contemporary Art www.almamalfoundation.org, Al Mathaf 
www.almathaf.ps, ArtSchool Palestine www.artschoolpalestine.com, Baha Boukhari www.baha-cartoon.net, 
Family Net www.palestine-family.net, Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center (Ramallah) www.sakakini.org, Paltel 
Virtual Gallery (Birzeit University) www.virtualgallery.birzeit.edu, Rim Banna www.rimbanna.com, RIWAQ: 
Centre for Architectural Conservation www.riwaq.org, Sunbula (fair trade/crafts) www.sunbula.org, The 
International Center of Bethlehem (Dar Annadwa) www.annadwa.org, The Popular Arts Centre www.
popularartcentre.org, Shammout.com www.shammout.com, Sumud www.sumud.net, Pal es tinian Pottery 
www.pal es tinianpottery.com, A.M. Qattan Foundation www.qattanfoundation.org, The Musical Intifada 
www.docjazz.com, El-funoun www.el-funoun.org, Sabreen Association for Artistic Development www.
sabreen.org, The Virtual Gallery www.virtualgallery.birzeit.edu, Al Rowwad Theatre Centre www.alrowwad.
virtualactivism.net 
Business and Economy: Arab Pal es tinian In vestment Com pany www.apic-pal.com, Hebron Store 
www.hebron-store.com, Jawwal www.jawwal.ps, Massar www.massar.com, The Palestinian Economic 
Council for De vel opment and Re con struction (PECDAR) www.pecdar.org, Pal es tinian Securities 
Ex change, Ltd. www.p-s-e.com, Pal es tine Development and In vestment Ltd. (PADICO) www.padico.
com, Paltel Group. www.paltelgroup.ps, Tatweer Information Technology & Business Solutions www.
progress.ps, Wataniya Palestine www.wataniya-palestine.com 
Directories, ISPs and Por tals: Jaffa Net www.weino.com, Hadara www.hadara.ps, Al-Quds Network 
www.alqudsnet.com, Palseek www.palseek.com, Paleye www.paleye.com, Al Buraq www.alburaq.net, The 
Palestinian NGO Portal www.masader.ps 
Government: PLO Negotiations Affairs Department (NAD) www.nad-plo.org, PNA www.pna.gov.ps, 
Ministry of Higher Edu cation www.mohe.gov.ps, Min is try of In dus try www.industry.gov.ps, Ministry of 
Education www.moe.gov.ps, Min is try of Health www.moh.gov.ps, Government Computer Center www.
gcc.gov.ps, Orient House www.orienthouse.org 
Health and Mental Health: Augusta Victoria Hospital www.avh.org, Gaza Community Mental Health 
Programme www.gcmhp.net, Ministry of Health www.moh.gov.ps, Palestinian Counseling Center www.
pcc-jer.org, Red Crescent Society www.palestinercs.org, Spafford Children's Clinic www.spafford-jerusalem.
org, UNFPA www.unfpa.ps, Union of Palestinian Medical Relief Committees www.upmrc.org, Bethlehem 
Arab Society for Rehabilitation www.basr.org, Palestine Medical Council www.pmc.ps
Human Rights Organisations: Al Haq www.alhaq.org, Defence for Children International Palestine 
Section www.dci-pal.org, LAW - The Pal es tinian Society for the Pro tection of Human Rights and the 
Environment www.lawsociety.org, The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights www.pchrgaza.org, BADIL 
www.badil.org, Women’s Affairs Technical Committee (WATC) www.pal-watc.org; www.pcc-jer.org
Research and News: Applied Research Institute - Jerusalem www.arij.org, JMCC www.jmcc.org, 
PASSIA www.passia.org, MIFTAH www.miftah.org, AMIN www.amin.org, Al Quds www.alquds.com, Al 
Ayyam www.al-ayyam.com, WAFA www.wafa.pna.net, Al-Hayyat Al-Jadedah www.alhayat-j.com, Palestine 
Wildlife Society www.wildlife-pal.org, 93.6 RAM FM www.ramfm.net, Ramallah on line www.ramallahonline.
com, Ramattan Studios www.ramattan.com, Palestine Family Net www.palestine-family.net, Palestine 
Mapping Centre www.palmap.org, The Palestine Monitor www.palestinemonitor.org, The Palestinian 
Center for Rapprochement between People www.imemc.org, OCHA- The United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs www.ochaopt.org, Englishpal www.englishpal.ps, Ma'an 
News Agency www.maannews.net/en
Tourism: Ministry of Tourism www.visit-palestine.com, Arab Hotel Association www.palestinehotels.com, 
Arab Travel Association www.visit-holyland.com
Travel Agencies: Al ter native Tourism Group www.patg.org, Atlas Aviation www.atlasavia.com, Awad 
Tourist Agency www.awad-tours.com, Aweidah Tours www.aweidah.com, Blessed Land Travel www.
blessedland.com, Crown Tours www.crown-tours.com, Daher Travel www.dahertravel.com, Guiding Star 
www.guidingstarltd.com, Halabi Tours and Travel Co. www.halabitours.ps, Jiro Tours www.jirotours.com, Mt. 
of Olives Tours www.olivetours.com, Pioneer Links www.pioneer-links.com, Raha Tours www.rahatravel.
com, Ramallah Travel Agency www.kaoud.org, United Travel www.unitedtravelltd.com, Universal Tourist 
Agency www.universal-jer.com
Universities: Birzeit University www.birzeit.edu, An-Najjah University www.najah.edu, Al-Quds 
University www.alquds.edu, Al-Azhar University (Gaza) www.alazhar-gaza.edu, Arab American University 
www.aauj.edu, Bethlehem University www.bethlehem.edu, Hebron University www.hebron.edu, The 
Islamic University (Gaza) www.iugaza.edu, Palestine Polytechnic www.ppi.edu

As Palestine continues its struggle for independence, it has already begun to acquire sovereign cyberspace recognition. 
A difficult three-year international debate resulted in the “Occupied Palestinian Territory” being officially assigned the 
two-letter suffix, “.ps,” in the ISO 3166-1 list for the representation of names of countries or territories. The successful 
struggle to attain country code 970 led the way for the Internet Corporation for Associated Names and Numbers 
(ICANN), the international corporation that manages the country code Top-Level Domain (ccTLD) system on the 
Internet, on 22 March 2000, to assign Palestine its unique country identifier, “.ps,” in line with other sovereign nations 
such as .fr for France and .ca for Canada.
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The Last Word

Sani P. Meo
The publisher

Although the phenomenon is wearing off, Palestinians still suffer from being 
stigmatised as violent, chaotic, and among other things, troublemakers. On 
one hand, our propaganda machine since our struggle for freedom started 
was never sophisticated enough to counteract that of our adversary, whereas 
on the other hand, we – at least some of us – often did things that fed into this 
stigma and even exacerbated it. Irrespective of the motive, I fail to see how an 
act like throwing a person on a wheelchair off a boat could enhance our cause. 
At present, our schism is surely not contributing to our reputation as people 
who are disciplined, orderly, or even rational. It is true that the majority of the 
people can hardly be blamed for actually causing harm to the Palestinian cause, 
but unfortunately, stereotyping is part of human nature and with vicious media 
campaigns that aim to dehumanise and discredit Palestinians, it hasn’t been 
easy to shake off our notorious reputation.

Even as we acknowledge the above, however, a lot of Palestinians, whether 
living in Palestine or in the diaspora, have been working relentlessly and 
honourably for Palestine, which has not only been helping the cause but also 
creating a new image of Palestine – one that presents a Palestine that will soon 
be ready to join and engage with the world community. It has been a slow process, 
but there is no doubt today that Palestine and Palestinians are on the way to 
earning the respect of the international community. Systematically building our 
institutions and giving our best effort, under the circumstances, to establish the 
rule of law are possibly the most apparent examples of rebranding Palestine and 
changing international opinion about us. Parallel to this, though, incredible other 
things are happening on large and small scales that are not less impressive.

Entire modern neighbourhoods, new industrial parks, and even a whole town 
(which will be home to 30,000 people) are being planned and built. Major plans 
are under way to develop vast amounts of land, particularly near the Dead Sea 
and the Jordan Valley. State-of-the-art websites already exist which promote 
Palestine as a world destination. Audio-visual media is taking a huge leap in 
modernising and catching up with its regional counterparts. During the past few 
years, the Palestinian satellite channel, for instance, has been totally rebranded 
and today offers quality content. Our stock market is opening up to international 
investors and expanding rapidly. Strategies that pave the way to development 
and sustainability are being put forward and adopted by various ministries. 
Palestinian sport, particularly football, is also taking a huge leap forward. The 
list is long and my column is way too short to cite more examples, but something 
else is happening that, in my opinion and with respect to the above projects, is 
more important. The mentality of the people is actually changing from that of a 
victim crying for help to one of pride and confidence, all the while demanding 
that justice be done. This shift in mentality has also, to a large extent, helped 
to rebrand Palestine. 

We are not there yet and much still needs to be done, but I have confidence 
in Palestinian consciousness and resilience not only to rebrand, but also to 
evolve into a new identity that will break away from a defeatist mentality and be 
transformed into that of a victor. A wise man once said that victory is a decision, 
annasr qarar; Palestinians have taken that decision!

Rebranding Palestine

Palestinian-grown cucumbers.
Photo courtesy of Amid Masri.




